
JOURNEY STORIES

LEARNING STRAND > SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION

10B

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
P R O G R A M M E

FOR CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS  
IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND



THE LOGO

The logo is an attempt to express Faith 
as an inward and outward journey.

This faith journey takes us into our own hearts, 
into the heart of the world and into the heart  
of Christ who is God’s love revealed.

In Christ, God transforms our lives.
We can respond to his love for us by reaching out 
and loving one another.

The circle represents our world.
White, the colour of light, represents God.
Red is for the suffering of Christ. 
Red also represents the Holy Spirit.
Yellow represents the risen Christ.

The direction of the lines is inwards
except for the cross,
which stretches outwards.

Our lives are embedded in and
dependent upon our environment
(green and blue) and our cultures
(patterns and textures).

Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ,  
is represented by the blue
and white pattern.

The blue also represents the Pacific…
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PART ONE
Journeys and Stories

Focus: 
• Journeys have always been an important part

of human life.
• The journey is a symbol for the whole of

human life.
• He tangata (people) have always told stories

about journeys – these journey stories all share
certain common features.

Life Is A Journey
G.Norbet – © Weston Priory Productions

Life is a journey we travel together, 
walking hand in hand with our sisters and brothers. 

Our lives, though diff’rent, are interwoven, 
creating a beautiful weaving of love in our world. 

Take a moment to be present to someone in need. 
Show that you care, reach out and plant a loving seed. 

Men and women, young and aged, different color skin, 
in solidarity we stand together, united from within. 

Together let us work to build God’s Kingdom here today: 
justice, equality, sharing, compassion, peace will be our way. 

USED WITH PERMISSION WORD OF LIFE 
INTERNATIONAL LICENCE NUMBER 6218
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symbol
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PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES

 Task One
Work on your own or in a pair. Make a mind map about journeys – about what 
you already know and understand about them. 

Human Journeys
From the earliest times humans have made journeys – to hunt animals for food and 

clothing, to search for better land for growing crops, to live in a warmer climate, to 

find a husband or a wife, or to avoid war with neighbours. Journeys have always been 

made for a great many reasons but they always involve a call or challenge to leave 

what is familiar and go in search of new horizons.

Over time, humans have come to see the whole of life as a journey and regard the 

journey as a symbol of their human existence.

 Task Two
a. In the spaces provided on the following page, list some reasons why

humans over the centuries have gone on journeys.

b. In the tick boxes on the right hand side, put a tick beside those reasons
on your list that apply to journeys you have made.
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PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES

Reasons for Human Journeys

 Something to Think About
Are the reasons people go on journeys today very different from the reasons 
why they went on them in the past?
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 Task Three
Complete the following statements about journeys:

a. A journey is made in response to a  or challenge.

b. A journey involves leaving what is  . 

c. A journey means going in search of new  .

d. The journey is a  of human existence.

Journey Stories
People have always told stories about journeys. Many famous myths and legends 

from the past involve journeys, as do many films, videos, television programmes and 

books that are produced today.

Some Features of Journey Stories

Traveller: the person setting out 
on an adventure

Source: the place the traveller 
leaves at the story’s beginning

Goal: the destination where the 
traveller arrives at the story’s end

Path: the route that the traveller 
follows

Obstacles: persons or things 
that oppose, confuse or block the 
traveller’s way

Tools: objects that are useful to the 
traveller

Companions: people who befriend 
and accompany the traveller

Havens: safe places where the 
traveller rests and shelters along 
the way

PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES
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 Something to Discuss
Below is a map of a journey – the source or starting point of the journey is the 
house in the top left hand corner.

Work in a pair:

a. Use the information on the map to tell your partner the journey story
that you think the map outlines.

b. With your partner identify on the map the different features of journey
stories that appear in the box above.

PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES
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Activity: Telling a Journey Story
Work in a group of four or five. Use the cards your teacher gives you to tell a 
journey story.

Each card contains the name of an important feature of the journey and also a 
number indicating its order in the story. 

1. Place the cards face down.

2. In turn, each person in the group picks up a card, until there are no
more remaining.

3. Each group member is responsible for telling that part of the story for
which they hold the card. Beginning with the person who has the card
labelled TRAVELLER, group members co-operate to make up the story
of the journey contained in the cards. The last person to speak is the
person who holds the card labelled GOAL.

4. The journey story you tell can be serious or funny, realistic or fantastic.

5. Make up details that are not on the cards.

Activity: Mapping a Journey Story
Choose a journey story that you know well – it may be from a book, a film, video, 
television programme or real life. It could be your own life journey. Create a 
map of the journey.

Print out the map on the following page. On the map, use symbols for 
the following: the traveller, the source, the goal, the path, obstacles, tools, 
companions and havens. Name the traveller whose journey you are mapping 
and give the journey a title.

PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES
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Traveller’s Name: 

Journey’s Title: 

PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES

1. 2. 3.

4.5.6.

7. 8.

10.11.

12.

9.
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 Something to Think About 
Journeys often change people. How was the traveller on the journey in your map 
changed by their experience?

 Something to Do
Note all the different journeys that feature on television programmes, films, 
videos, books, the Internet, magazines and newspapers that you see between 
now and next class.

PART ONE – JOURNEYS AND STORIES
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PART TWO
Aotearoa Journeys

Focus: 
• At some time, either we, or our tūpuna

(ancestors) journeyed to Aotearoa – we all
have our journey stories to tell.

• People come to Aotearoa for many reasons
– refugees come to escape persecution, war,
famine, and other disasters in their countries
of origin.

• The Christian response to refugees and
strangers is hospitality.

Journeys to Aotearoa
The peoples of Aotearoa, both tangata whenua (the people of the land) and those 

of us from other cultures and ethnic backgrounds, came to this country from other 

lands both near and far. At some time, we (or our ancestors) made the journey from 

another home to Aotearoa. In a sense all of us are migrants.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

Yahweh
Sheol

embryo
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Activity: Something to Find Out
All people who live in Aotearoa either travelled here themselves or their 
ancestors did.

• Where did you or your tūpuna come from before you/they came to
Aotearoa?

• How long ago did you/they arrive?

• Why did you/they come to this country?

• Where did you/they first settle?

• Do you still have links with that place?

• What can you remember or find out about your voyage (or that of your
ancestors) to Aotearoa?

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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 Something to Do
On a world map, use pins and coloured thread to connect the places in the 
world where you or your ancestors came from with the place in New Zealand 
where you now live. Otherwise, draw lines connecting the places on the small 
map that your teacher gives you.

The First Journeys to Aotearoa
The first people to arrive in Aotearoa, 

the Polynesians, arrived here between 

twelve hundred and one thousand years 

ago. To reach Aotearoa, these Polynesian 

ancestors had to cross the vast distances 

of water that separated the different 

island groups of Tonga, Fiji, Samoa, 

Futuna and Uvea in Western Polynesia 

– a process that took two or three

thousand years to complete. The final gap

of 1,650 miles between Rarotonga and Aotearoa was the greatest and the last to be

crossed. Successful journeying across the seas of Polynesia must have depended on

many things – sophisticated craft, skilful navigation, and plenty of luck.

The favoured vessels for long voyages were out‑rigger or double canoes between 

fifteen to twenty‑five metres long. These could hold forty or fifty people but on 

voyages of exploration when food, water, animals, plants and personal goods had 

to be carried there would be fewer people aboard. In good conditions these waka 

(canoes) would travel up to 150 miles a day. 

Skilled navigators used their knowledge of wind patterns, sea swells, currents, cloud 

formations, the position of the sun, moon and stars in the sky, and the flight of birds, 

to work out the location and direction of the canoes. The arrival of Polynesian waka 

in Aotearoa was almost certainly planned rather than accidental.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

 Task Four
a. The first voyagers to Aotearoa had many qualities that helped them

to reach their destination successfully. Choose three or four qualities
from those listed in the box and explain why they would have been
important.

courage

loyalty

determination

strength

endurance

vision

trust

skill

faith

intelligence

independence

co-operation

Quality: 

Why it was important:

Quality: 

Why it was important:

Quality: 

Why it was important:

Continues on the NEXT PAGE 15



Quality: 

Why it was important:

b. Can you name any other qualities that these first voyagers would have
needed? Explain your reasons.

c. Which qualities are needed by people coming to live in New Zealand
today? Make a list.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

d. Which of these qualities are the same and which are different from
those needed by the first voyagers to Aotearoa?

The Ancestral Waka
When the different iwi (tribes) speak of a homeland – that place from where their 

ancestors set out to make the voyage to Aotearoa – they will often speak of Hawaiki, 

a legendary land that lies in the direction of the rising sun. Almost all of the iwi of 

Aotearoa have a tradition of such a voyage from Hawaiki, a voyage made necessary 

by war or a quarrel with a great rangatira (chief). While most iwi say their ancestors 

travelled to Aotearoa by waka, some claim they rode here on the back of a whale or 

even on a piece of pumice. 

Different iwi explain that their connection with a particular area of Aotearoa can be 

traced back to the time when their tribal waka first landed and their ancestors came 

ashore and settled at that place. These different waka and the tūpuna who travelled  

in them feature in ancient stories and legends.

17



PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

Extension (Option One)
Different waka are associated with different tribal ancestors and histories 
and with different places in Aotearoa. What can you discover about any  
of the following?

 Aotea

Āraiteuru

 Hawaiki

 Horouta 

Kurahaupō

Māmari 

Mangarara 

Mātaatua 

Nukutere (see Whiro-nui)

Tainui

Tākitimu 

Te Arawa  

Te Waka-a-Raki  

Tokomaru

Uruao

Paikea (a journey on a whale)

Extension (Option Two)
What can you find out about other famous journey stories involving 
New Zealand or New Zealanders? Below are some suggestions.

Abel Tasman or Captain Cook’s voyages

Captain Scott’s expedition to Antarctica

Jean Batten’s solo flights 

Edmund Hillary’s climb of Mount Everest

Whina Cooper’s hīkoi (journey on foot) to Parliament

18



Push and Pull
People who come to live in Aotearoa arrive here for a variety of reasons. Certain 

circumstances in their country of origin cause them to leave it. Something about 

Aotearoa attracts them here. The reasons for leaving a particular country are called 

“push” factors; the reasons that draw people to a particular country such as Aotearoa 

are called “pull” factors.

“Push” factors might be overpopulation, lack of opportunity, famine, war, or 

persecution. Factors that “pull” people to Aotearoa might include opportunities for 

adventure, education or employment, the natural beauty, or the relative tolerance, 

freedom and safety of New Zealand society. For a long time people have regarded 

Aotearoa as a good place to make a fresh start.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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 Task Five
Read the following stories by people who have come to Aotearoa. In each case 
write what the “push” and “pull” factors are that have brought the people here.

a. 	Korea	has	a	large,	crowded	population.	The	society	there	is	highly	structured
and	also	very	competitive.	Schools	have	up	to	50	children	in	each	class.	I	wanted
to	be	in	a	country	where	I	might	find	a	better	job	and	where	my	children	could
get	a	better	education.	Before	we	left,	we	studied	about	New	Zealand.	We
imagined	it	having	wide-open	spaces,	lots	of	bush	and	being	clean	and	green	–
not	like	polluted	Seoul.	—	Korean Migrant

b. 	My	wife	and	I	lived	in	Osaka.	It	has	26	million	people,	pollution,	traffic
congestion,	heat,	and	a	very	high-pressure	education	system.	Our	daughter	was
in	school	8.30	a.m.	to	5	p.m.,	then,	because	schooling	is	so	competitive,	students
went	to	private	tuition	until	10	p.m.	I	visited	New	Zealand	and	saw	a	country
that	was	friendly	and	safe.	We	decided	to	immigrate	here. — Japanese Migrant

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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c.  By	the	time	I	was	13,	the	fighting	in	our	area	of	Sri	Lanka	had	become	so	bad
that	my	family	feared	for	their	lives.	My	schooling	was	constantly	interrupted.
Then	the	terrible	things	happened.	My	mother	was	on	her	way	to	the	market
when	she	was	caught	in	gunfire.	She	died	on	the	street.	Less	than	a	month	later,
our	father	was	badly	injured	in	a	car	bomb	explosion.	It	was	like	a	nightmare,
and	we	couldn’t	wake	up.	Our	uncle	came	to	visit	from	New	Zealand.	He	said	we
should	all	go	back	to	live	with	him;	we	would	be	safe	in	New	Zealand,	he	said.
My	father	could	have	a	quiet	life,	and	we	could	do	our	schooling	in	peace.	— Sri
Lankan Migrant

d. 	In	Samoa	our	family	was	poor	and	there	was	no	work	for	me.	I	wanted	to	move
to	New	Zealand	to	get	a	job	so	I	could	send	money	back	to	Samoa	to	support	my
parents.	— Samoan Migrant

 Task Six
Design a poster based on the theme of “push” and “pull” factors. Focus on one 
particular factor or on a number of them.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

Refugees
People who are forced to leave their own land and journey to a new country to escape 

persecution or because of their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 

social group, or political opinion are called refugees. Refugees include people running 

away from war, social conflict, famine, and environmental disasters. 

Refugees have been around for thousands of years and the Bible tells many stories of 

people, including Hehu (Jesus) and his family, who are forced to flee their own land.
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PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

 Task Seven
Read the following story about Jesus and his family from Chapter 2 of Matthew’s 
Gospel. Answer the questions that follow:

Suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child and 
do away with him.” So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother 
with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. 

Herod was furious and in Bethlehem and its surrounding district he had all 
the male children killed who were two years old or younger.

a. What does the angel tell Joseph to do?

b. Why is this necessary?

c. Give reasons why Herod might be so against Jesus. Look up Matthew
2:1-6 for ideas.

d. What is Herod’s reaction when he discovers that Jesus has escaped?

Continues on the NEXT PAGE 23



 Something to Think About
Living as a Refugee
Imagine your house. Now…

1. Take out all the furniture, except for a few old blankets, a single chair
and a cooking pot.

2. Throw away all your favourite possessions – the TV, the computer, the
tape recorder.

3. Take away all the clothing, except for the oldest suit or dress for each
family member. Only one person may have a pair of shoes.

4. Empty all the goods from the cupboards and refrigerator. Wait in a
queue for daily rations of rice, flour, skimmed milk and tea. Go to bed
feeling hungry.

5. Dismantle the bathroom, turn off the water and disconnect the wiring.
The nearest tap is used by two hundred people and is half a kilometre
away. You have an old kerosene can to carry water.

6. Pull down the house and move into the shed.

7. In your street remove all the curbs, gutters, paths, roads and other
houses. Replace the houses with sheds.

8. Cancel all subscriptions to websites, books and magazines. Lose all
books, pens and papers.

9. Leave one small transistor for the whole camp.

10. Take away the nearest clinic or hospital. Replace it with a tent and a
midwife.

11. Throw out all the bankbooks, stocks and shares and leave yourself forty
cents.

12. Lose your job.

13. Lose your school and teachers.

14. A member of your family is killed.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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Write a paragraph and/or draw symbols about the changes in your life and how 
you are feeling.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

Continues on the NEXT PAGE 
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 Something to Discuss
Refugees face many challenges when they arrive in a new country such as 
New Zealand. 

Work in a pair. By writing a number in the squares, rank the following issues 
from 1 to 12 in the next two pages in order of priority to you as a new arrival in 
this country. Give a reason for your ranking.

Finding your church 

Getting a house 

Enrolling at school 

Obtaining health care such as immunisations 

Getting employment for parents or caregivers 

Learning a new language 

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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Finding out about an unfamiliar culture 

Making new friends 

Obtaining furniture and appliances for the house 

Saving to bring the rest of the family to Aotearoa 

Signing up for a benefit 

Getting counselling for the crisis you’ve been through 

  Something to Find Out
What are some of the ways that New Zealand – including your school – shows 
hospitality to refugees and migrants who arrive here?

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

Activity: The Good Samaritan
Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) to teach people who 
their neighbours are and how they should treat them.

a. Complete the following summary about the story of the Good
Samaritan by filling in the gaps with words from the box below.

Levite 
customs
animal

neighbours
blood
Jews 

Jerusalem
refugees

compassion
bandits

The story features a man who is journeying from 

to Jericho. This route was considered risky because 

would often beat up travellers and leave them for dead. When this 

happens to the man in the story he is ignored, firstly by a priest, and 

then by a  who both remain on their side of the road. 

They have their religious duties to attend to and must avoid touching 

 or dead bodies. When a Samaritan arrives on the 

scene he is filled with  at the sight of the injured man. 

He bandages up the traveller and carries him on his 

to an inn where he pays for him to be cared for. The Samaritan’s 

actions are surprising because people from Samaria were hated by the 

 for intermarrying with other races and combining Jewish 

religious ceremonies and  with those of foreigners. In this 

story Jesus challenges us to see that we are called to be 

to all those in need. This includes travellers in trouble, 

and migrants.

28



b. Choose any incident from the story of the Good Samaritan and
illustrate it. Write a heading to go with your drawing. Use the example
as a model:

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS

Warning – Don’t Go 

Alone To Jericho!
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 Something to Do
Present the Good Samaritan as a rap or song. Use your own words or adapt the 
following:

The Good Samaritan
I’m going to Jerusalem, walkin’ down the road.
Peace in my heart, not a care in the world.

Chorus: 
Walkin’, walkin’, walkin’ down the road.
Walkin’, walkin’, walkin’ down the road.

Along came some robbers, beat me on the head.
Took all my money, left me for dead.

(Chorus)

Along came a rich man, dressed so fine.
Stuck his nose in the air, he didn’t have the time.

(Chorus)

Along came a poor man with a heart so kind.
He took one look at me and changed his mind.

(Chorus)

He put me on his donkey, took me into town.
True friend, true friend, couldn’t let me down. 

(Fade out): 
True friend, true friend, couldn’t let me down. 
True friend, true friend, couldn’t let me down.
True friend, true friend, couldn’t let me down.
True friend, true friend, couldn’t let me down.

FROM JAZZ CHANTS BY CAROLYN GRAHAM
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, INC.
2100 EVANS ROAD
CARY, NORTH CAROLINA 27513
1-800-445-9714

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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Karakia (Prayer) for Refugees and Exiles
Lord,
no one is a stranger to you
and no one is ever far from your loving care.
In your kindness watch over refugees and exiles,
those separated from their loved ones,
young people who are lost, 
and those who have run away from home.
Bring them back safely to the place they long to be
and help us always to show your kindness
to strangers and to those in need.

PART TWO – AOTEAROA JOURNEYS
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The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 29-37), from ‘Cottage Pictures from the New Testament’, 1856.
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PART THREE
Old Testament Journeys

Focus: 
• The two greatest journey stories in the Old

Testament – the migration of Abraham and
Sarah, and the exodus of Moses and the
Chosen People – are made in response to
God’s call.

• Because of the faith of Abraham, Sarah and
Moses, Te Atua (God) leads the Hebrews to
freedom in the Promised Land.

Abraham and Sarah’s Journey
At the age of seventy‑five Abram, a wealthy shepherd, 

left the comfort and security of the city of Ur to 

become a migrant. Along with his wife, Sarai, and 

members of his extended family, he began a great 

journey into the unknown. God had called Abram to 

start a new life in the west with the promise that he 

would receive a new land and found a great nation.

They travelled from Mesopotamia down through 

Canaan where Te Atua showed Abram the future 

Promised Land. At Shechem, Abram built an altar to 

mark the place where the Lord had appeared to him. 

Soon, famine forced Abram and Sarai to live for a while 

in Egypt. God’s promise of giving Abram and Sarai many 

descendants remained unfulfilled. Sarai was childless.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

migrant
Pharaoh

exile
Israelites

The Exodus
manna

The Law 
Hebrews 

Abraham and the Three Angels, ca 1770. 
Tiepolo, Giandomenico (1727-1804) / 
Museo del Prado, Madrid.
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But God renewed his promise to Abram and Sarai – he gave them the names of 

Abraham and Sarah as a sign of his presence in their lives. 

One day three travellers visited Abraham where he was camped in the desert. 

Beneath the shelter of an oak tree at Mamre, Abraham offered food and hospitality to 

the strangers. As they talked, the three travellers – who were messengers from God – 

told Abraham that he would soon have a son. Sarah, who was listening, laughed when 

she heard the news.

Nine months later, just as they were told, Sarah gave birth to a son whom they named 

Isaac, which means “laughter”. God had kept his promise. Through Isaac, Abraham and 

Sarah would have as many descendants as there were stars in the sky. One day, these 

descendants would live in the land that Te Atua had promised. 

Father and Mother of a Nation

PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS
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Activity: Abraham and Sarah’s Journey 
Some of the important places on Abraham and Sarah’s journey are: 

• Ur
• Shechem in Canaan

• Egypt
• Mamre

Draw symbols on the map to show the significance of each of these places. 

The ziggurat, a famous tower at Ur, has already been drawn for you.

PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS

Ur

Egypt

Mamre

Shechem in Canaan
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PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS

 Task Eight
Here are the start of three imaginary conversations between God and Abram. 
Choose one of them and script the rest of the conversation and/or present it in 
a role-play with a partner:

Conversation 1.

God: “Get up and go! Change your life! Change everything about it!”

Abram:  

Conversation 2.

God: “I’ve got something I want to do, and you’re going to be my instrument.”

Abram:  

Conversation 3.

God: “I’m going to reward you if you do things my way. The pastures are 
greener where I’m going to lead you.”

Abram: 

35



PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS

 Task Nine
Imagine you are Sarai. You have just had the following conversation with Abram, 
your husband.

Sarai: “What are you doing, Abe?”

Abram: “Packing.”

Sarai: “What for?”

Abram: “Well, we’re leaving.”

Sarai: “Where are we going?”

Abram: “I don’t know.”

Sarai: “Why are we going?”

Abram: “Because He told me to.”

Sarai: “Who’s He?”

Abram: “He didn’t tell me.”

Sarai: “What am I going to do?”

• What are you feeling?

• What are you going to do? Why?

 Something to Do
Read Genesis 18:1-15 in your Bibles.

Act out what happened between the three young men (who represent God), 
Abram and Sarai at the Oak of Mamre. Use words and/or mime.
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PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS

 Task Ten
The Letter to the Hebrews describes the great whakapono (faith) of Abraham 
and Sarah. 

Read Hebrews 11:8-12 in your Bibles. Answer the questions that follow:

a. What promise did God make to Abraham?

b. List all the things the writer mentions that show Abraham and Sarah’s
faith in God’s promise.

c. How is Abraham and Sarah’s faith in God rewarded?
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Abraham meets the three angels.
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From Egypt to the Promised Land
Slaves in Egypt
Although Moses was a Hebrew boy 

whose people, the Israelites, were 

slaves in Egypt, he came to be raised by 

Pharaoh’s daughter as her own son. 

But Moses never forgot his people. One 

day, after seeing an Egyptian master 

strike a Hebrew slave, Moses attacked 

and killed the Egyptian. As a result 

Moses was sent into exile. 

The Burning Bush
While Moses was looking after a flock of 

sheep in the desert near Mount Horeb, 

God spoke to him from the flames of a 

burning bush: “Tell Pharaoh to release 

my people. I will be with you all the 

time.” 

Ten Plagues
Ten times Pharaoh refused Moses’ 

request to let the Hebrews go. After a 

series of dreadful plagues that ended in 

the death of every Egyptian first‑born 

male, Pharaoh finally allowed Moses to 

lead the Hebrews out of Egypt. Through 

Moses, God was taking them to the land 

that he had promised to Abraham. 

The Red Sea
But Pharaoh changed his mind and 

decided to go after the Hebrews with his 

army and chariots and bring them back 

to Egypt. He caught up with them at the 

Red or Reed Sea. There were mountains 

to each side of them and deep water 

in front. Moses and the people waited 

to see what God would do. When they 

noticed that Pharaoh and his army were 

fast approaching they became scared. 

God said to Moses: “Do not fear. Stretch 

your staff across the sea.” Moses did as 

he was told. The waters immediately 

parted and a pathway opened before 

the Hebrews. Moses and his people 

crossed safely on dry ground. As soon as 

they were through, God moved. Moses 

stretched his staff across the sea again 

and the waters covered the heads of 

Pharaoh’s army who were close behind. 
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Pharaoh and his army were destroyed 

but the Hebrews were safe and dry. They 

were on their way to the Promised Land 

of Canaan. 

Food and Drink
During their long journey the Hebrew 

people faced many hardships. They 

were often tired and thirsty and short of 

food. But God provided for their needs. 

He gave them water to drink and fed 

them with quails – a type of bird – and 

a strange bread‑like substance that the 

people called manna.

The Law
When the Hebrews reached Mount 

Sinai they camped at its base. God called 

Moses up the mountain where he gave 

him the Law. These Ten Commandments, 

which God spoke so that all could hear, 

showed the people how to live. They 

were the rules that the Hebrews had to 

keep as their part of the Covenant with 

God.

The Golden Calf
During the forty days that Moses was 

on the mountain with God, the people 

became impatient. Because Moses 

wasn’t with them, they felt that God had 

abandoned them. They made a golden 

calf that they worshipped instead of 

God. When Moses came down from the 

mountain and saw that the people had 

turned away from God, he ordered the 

golden calf to be destroyed. He went back 
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up the mountain and pleaded with God 

to forgive the people. Moses reminded 

God of the promise that he had first 

made to Abraham, that his descendants 

would become a great nation. 

Forty Years Wandering
God forgave the Hebrews and as they 

continued their journey to the Promised 

Land he gave them many opportunities 

to accept his ways. He even guided their 

movements with a cloud by day and a 

fire by night. But the people were never 

satisfied.

Within sight of the Promised Land, the 

Hebrews asked God to allow them to 

return to Egypt – they did not trust God 

enough to believe that he would help 

them win a battle to gain possession of 

Canaan. God punished this lack of faith 

by making the people wander in the 

desert for forty years. But still he did not 

forget them. 

The Promised Land
After a whole generation had died – 

including Moses – God finally led the 

people across the River Jordan into 

their new home. Under the leadership 

of Joshua, they captured and destroyed 

the city of Jericho before occupying the 

whole of Canaan.

PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS
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Activity: The Exodus Journey
Work in a group of four or five. Use the cards your teacher gives you to help 
you tell the story of the Exodus – the journey of the Hebrews out of Egypt to the 
Promised Land.

Each card is numbered and headed with the name of an important stage of the 
journey. Some key words to do with that stage are also written on the card.

1. Place the cards face down.

2. In turn, each person in the group picks up a card, until there are no
more remaining.

3. Beginning with the person holding card number one, group members
tell the story of the journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. Each
group member is responsible for telling that part of the story for which
they hold the cards.

4. Use the key words on the card to help you.

5. All the details you need to tell the story are in this resource, which you
can refer to if you get stuck.

PART THREE – OLD TESTAMENT JOURNEYS
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 Task Eleven
As they travelled from place to place, the Hebrews’ journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land was full of exciting incidents.

Match the incidents with the places they occurred. Next to the incident write the 
letter of the alphabet for the place that it is linked to.

Incident

 God speaks to Moses from a burning bush and calls him to lead the 
Hebrews to freedom 

The Hebrews leave here to escape slavery

The waters part to allow the Hebrews to cross on dry land

The place where God gives Moses the Law

The Hebrews wander here for forty years

By crossing this river the Hebrews enter the Promised Land

The Promised Land

The Hebrews capture and destroy this city

 Place
A. Canaan

B. Sinai

C. Jordan

D. Desert

E. Horeb

F. Jericho

G. Egypt

H. Red or Reed Sea
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 Task Twelve
The Letter to the Hebrews describes the faith of Moses. Read Hebrews 11:24-29 
in your Bibles. Use ideas in it to design a poster called “Moses: Man of Faith”. 

Extension
Moses and Abraham are two of the greatest figures of the Old Testament.  
We’ve drawn a Venn diagram to record the similarities and differences between 
these two famous people. Fill in the spaces. We’ve done the first one for you.

Heard God’s Call From Ur From Egypt

Abraham 
Differences Similarities

Moses 
Differences

44



PART FOUR
Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem

Focus: 
• Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem is a journey

towards his death and Resurrection.
• On his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches

his followers by words and actions about
Te Rangatiratanga (the Reign of God).

• Through his death and Te Aranga (Resurrection)
Jesus brings about God’s plan of saving his people and fulfils a promise
first made to Abraham and Moses.

• The Stations of the Cross are a reflection on the meaning of Jesus’
suffering  and death.

The Journey of Jesus
From the beginning, journeying is an 

important aspect of Jesus’ life. Mary and 

Joseph travel from their hometown of 

Nazareth to Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth. At 

times during Jesus’ boyhood the whānau 

(family) goes to Jerusalem to celebrate 

important occasions and religious 

festivals at the Temple there.

Hehu spends much of his early public 

ministry moving around the villages and towns of Galilee, but it becomes clear, 

especially in Luke’s Gospel, that Jesus is set on going to the city. Luke tells us that 

Jesus makes up his mind and sets out on his way to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). It is there 

that Jesus will bring about God’s plan of saving his people.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

Stations of the Cross
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Christ in the Temple, attributed to Johann  
Michael Ferdinand Heinrich Hofmann (1824-1911).
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But the promises that God made to Abraham and Moses will be fulfilled in Hehu, 

not through any physical journey out of slavery into some new Promised Land, but 

through the journey of his own suffering, death and Resurrection into the fullness of 

life with Te Matua (the Father).

During Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem he remains focused on his approaching death 

and Resurrection that will take place there. On the way he teaches his followers by 

word and example what Te Rangatiratanga is about. He shows them how to pray and 

explains how they should treat the poor and the suffering. Jesus also tells them what 

their mission is and prepares them to face persecution in the future. 

Luke’s account of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem shares many of the features of other 

journey stories.

Traveller: Jesus

Source: Galilee

Path: Through Samaritan territory and various towns including 
Bethany and Jericho

Obstacles: Some Samaritans, Pharisees and Jewish leaders

Tools: Teaching, prayer, parables, healings, warnings

Companions and helpers: Apostles, disciples and all who listen to 
God’s word and accept it in their hearts

Haven: The home of Martha and Mary

Goal: Death and Resurrection in Jerusalem

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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 Task Thirteen
Teaching and healing are important aspects of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. 

a. Read the scripture passage indicated above each of the eight
illustrations. Write a caption to go with each.

b. Choose one of the incidents and say why it is relevant to Christians
today.

Luke 12:13-21 

a.

Luke 12:22-31 

a.

Luke 13:22-30 

a.

Luke 15:11-32 

a.

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

47



Luke 14:15-24 

a.

Luke 18:9-14 

a.

b.

Luke 13:22-30 

a.

Luke 15:11-32 

a.

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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Jesus’ Journey to his Death
When Hehu arrives in Jerusalem events quickly lead to his arrest, trial and execution. 

Within a week of his triumphant entry into the city, Jesus is dead and buried.

It has long been a tradition among Christians to reflect on the events leading up  

to Jesus’ death and burial. This prayer, which is called the Stations of the Cross,  

can take different forms. Usually there are fourteen stations but often a fifteenth 

station is added to remind us that death is not the end of Jesus’ journey – three days 

later he rises.

 Task Fourteen
Read the fifteen summaries below and use them as a basis for your own 
Stations of the Cross. Focus on one or more events in the sequence. 

Work individually, as a pair or in a group depending on what activity you choose. 

Here are some suggestions:
• Use the ideas from the summaries to present a cartoon sequence
• Make a series of posters which can be displayed
• Write and perform a play script based on the summaries
• Create a mime or dance around the events described
• Write prayers or poems linked to the various incidents
• Retell the events of the crucifixion from the viewpoint of one of the

people who was there – Simon of Cyrene, Mary, the Roman officer, or
Joseph of Arimathea, for example.

Continues on the NEXT PAGE 49



PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

1. Jesus is condemned to death

Pilate brings Jesus outside and takes a seat
on the judge’s bench. He says to the Jews:
Here is your king! But they shout: “Crucify
him!” And in the end, Pilate hands Jesus over
to be crucified. What goes through Pilate’s
mind when he gives in to the demands of
the mob and orders Jesus’ execution?

2. Jesus carries his cross
Jesus is led away, and carrying the cross by
himself, goes out towards what is called the
Place of the Skull. Crucifixion means a death
by slow strangulation. The upright part of
the cross, which weighs over a hundred
pounds, is permanently fixed in the ground.
The person who is to be crucified carries the
crossbeam, which is slightly less heavy.

3. Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene
As they led Jesus away, they force Simon
of Cyrene, who is coming in from the fields
to help. They put a crossbeam on Simon’s
shoulder for him to carry along behind
Jesus. Simon has no choice about whether
he wants to help. It is the law imposed by
the Romans on a conquered people. But a
tradition in the Church tells us that Simon
may have helped willingly.
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4. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
A great crowd of people follow behind Jesus,
including women who are so upset they
cry and call out in their grief. Jesus turns
to them and says: “Weep for yourselves
and your children, not for me.” Very few
people when faced with their own deaths
are concerned enough to give advice to
others. Jesus tells the women to mourn for
themselves because of the great sufferings
they will face when their city is destroyed by
the Romans.

5. Jesus is stripped of his clothing
When the party come to the place of
crucifixion, Jesus is stripped of his clothes.
Perhaps he is stripped completely, crucified
completely naked. Yet we never hear of
him being ashamed. The shame belongs to
those around him.

6. Jesus is nailed to the cross
The usual procedure for crucifying someone
is this: the person’s arms are stretched out
on the crossbeam. With a few quick blows,
a half-inch thick nail is driven into the wrist,
where the bones are the strongest and the
nerve ends the most sensitive. After the
crossbeam is nailed to the upright, the feet
are crossed over each other, and nailed with
one nail, flat to the upright. Jesus is crucified
in this way.

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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7. Jesus is crucified
The cross is raised into position. Jesus
struggles for breath. He is aware of those
around him, tries to speak to them, and to
speak to his Father about them. Even the
Roman officer who supervises the crucifixion
will be strangely affected by what begins as
a routine execution.

8. Jesus’ clothes are shared among the
soldiers
After the soldiers crucify Jesus they take his
clothes and share them among themselves.
Because his tunic is woven in one piece
from top to bottom and has no seam they
decide not to rip it. They throw dice to see
who gets it.

9. Jesus speaks to the thief
One of the two criminals hanging beside
Jesus calls out to him: “Aren’t you the
Messiah? Then save yourself and us!” The
other cries: “Have you no fear of God. We
deserve our death, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” He then says: “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your
reign.” Jesus tells him he will be with him in
paradise that day.

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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10. Jesus speaks to his mother
Seeing his mother there with John, the
disciple whom he loves, Jesus thinks of
their future. In Jesus’ day, a woman without
a family to rely on was often reduced to
begging in the streets or to starvation. Jesus
says to his mother: “Woman this is your
son.” He then says to the disciple: “Here is
your mother.” John represents all of us
– so Mary is the mother of us all.

11. Jesus cries out to God
From noon onwards there is darkness over
the whole land until mid-afternoon. At about
three o’clock Jesus cries out in a loud voice:
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” That is: “My God,
my God, why have you abandoned me?”

12. Jesus dies on the cross
Jesus utters a loud cry and says: “Father,
into your hands I commend my spirit.” He
breathes his last. Suddenly the curtain in the
sanctuary of the Temple, which screens off
the Holy of Holies from the sight of all but
the High priest, is torn in two. The death of
Jesus rips that curtain permanently in half.
Through dying on the cross, Jesus reveals to
us the real Holy of Holies – the face of God.

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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13. Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross
Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the
Jewish Council but a secret disciple of Jesus,
asks Pilate’s permission to remove Jesus’
body for burial. Pilate agrees, so they come
and take the body away. Joseph’s acts of
kindness will be a relief to Pilate who no
longer has to trouble himself about Jesus.
What is Mary’s reaction when Jesus’ body
slips off the rails of the cross?

14. Jesus’ body is placed in the tomb
Taking the body, Joseph wraps it in fresh
linen and lays it in his own new tomb, which
has been cut from the rock. Then he rolls a
huge stone across the entrance and goes
away. But Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary remain there, facing the tomb.

15. Jesus rises from dead
On the first day of the week, at the first
sign of dawn, the women go to the tomb to
anoint the body of Jesus. The stone covering
entrance has been rolled away and the tomb
itself is empty. Two men in brilliant clothes
appear beside them: “Why look among the
dead for someone who is alive? He is not
here; he has risen.”

PART FOUR – JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
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The incredulity of Saint Thomas, ca 1620.
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The End of Jesus’ Earthly Journey
After Te Aranga when Jesus appears to the apostles, he tells them to remain in 

Jerusalem. There they will be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Beginning 

from Jerusalem the Good News will be preached to all the nations.

Prayer
Loving God,
Give me a deeper appreciation 
into why Jesus suffered for me.
May I be moved to say yes 
more willingly and joyfully
to whatever Jesus may ask of me.
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Activity: Jesus’ Life Journey 
Complete the crossword based on your knowledge of Jesus’ journey to 
Jerusalem:

1 2

3 4

5

6 7

8 9 10

11

12

13

14

Down
1. These two are crucified either side of Jesus.
2. He is forced to help Jesus carry his cross.
4. This man orders Jesus’ execution and hands

him over to be crucified.
5. A fifteenth station of the cross shows this

event – Jesus' victory over  death.
6. Some Samaritans,  and Jewish 

leaders are obstacles on Jesus' journey.
8. Jesus' family celebrated important religious

festivals at this place in Jerusalem.
9. Jesus journeyed towards his death and

Resurrection in this city.

Across
3. After his Resurrection Jesus tells the apostles

to remain in Jerusalem where they will receive
the Holy  .

7. The promises that God made to Abraham and
this other famous Old Testament person are
fulfilled in Jesus.

10. Jesus finds a haven in the home of
and her sister Mary.

11. Mary and Joseph travelled here for Jesus'
birth.

12. This man from Arimathea asks permission to
remove Jesus' body from the cross for burial.

13. Jesus spent his early ministry moving around
the villages and towns of this region.

14. The hometown of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
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PART FIVE
Creator of Heaven and Earth

Focus: 
• Paul turned from persecuting Christians,

became a believer and preached the Risen
Christ, after experiencing him on the road to
Damascus.

• Paul spread Te Rongopai (the Good News) of
Jesus around the Mediterranean during three
famous missionary journeys.

• Because of his faith Paul put up with many
dangers and hardships.

The Journey of the Church
Jesus’ return to the Father marks the end of one journey and the beginning of 

another. The new journey is the journey of the Church, whose beginnings Luke 

describes in the Acts of the Apostles. Paul is remembered in the Acts of the Apostles 

for spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ around the Mediterranean area during 

three missionary journeys. 

Saul to Paul
Saul was born a Roman citizen in the city of 

Tarsus in Asia Minor around 5AD. His father 

was a leading member of the community and a 

very devout Jew. Saul received both Greek and 

Jewish education. He became a strict Pharisee 

in Jerusalem and in the early days of the Church 

was dedicated to stamping out belief in Jesus. 

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

Gentiles
Pharisee

charismatic
homilies

seminaries
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But Saul, the persecutor of the Church, 

became its best‑known convert. While 

travelling along the road to Damascus he 

met the Risen Lord – an experience that 

turned Saul’s life around. 

Paul – as Saul came to be called after his 

conversion – is known as the Apostle 

of the Gentiles because he travelled far 

and wide throughout the known world 

bringing the story of Jesus Christ to 

people of many nationalities.

With missionaries such as Barnabas, 

Timothy, and Silas to help him, Paul 

founded many Christian communities 

around the Mediterranean. These he 

guided and encouraged through his 

letters which became a major part of the 

New Testament.

 Task Fifteen
Read about Paul’s experience of the Risen Lord on the road to Damascus and 
the events of the following days in your Bibles, Acts 9:1-25. 

a. Write down five questions that you would ask Paul if you had the
opportunity. Choose from the following starters:

Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

b. Ask a partner to “be” Paul and either write or speak the replies.

PART FIVE – CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH
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 Task Sixteen
During his missionary travels, Paul found himself in many exciting and 
sometimes dangerous situations.

Read the following passages from the Acts of the Apostles. Match each passage 
from Scripture with the headline that best describes what it is about by writing 
in the letter of the Scripture passage in the correct box.

Headline

a. Acts 13:4-12

b. Acts 14:8-20

c. Acts 16:8-10

d. Acts 16:16-24

e. Acts 16:25-40

f. Acts 17:16-33

g. Acts 19:23-40

h. Acts 20:7-12

i. Acts 21:27-36

j. Acts 27:9-44

k. Acts 28:1-6

Scripture Passage

Suicide Foiled When Earthquake Hits Prison

Silversmiths Riot in Ephesus

Paul Survives Snake Bite

Magician Struck Blind

Paul Dragged from Temple and Arrested

Hailed as Gods then Left for Dead

Storm Wrecks Prisoners’ Ship

Paul Proclaims Unknown God

Healing of Slave-Girl Upsets Fortune-Tellers

Sleeping Man Falls from Window

Macedonian Appears in Vision
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 Something to Do
Either:

Work in a group. 
Choose one of the incidents and act it out using words or mime.

Or:

Work on your own.
Write a newspaper article that goes with the headline for one of the incidents.

Paul’s Appearance
The earliest description of Paul that has survived was written in the century after his 

death:

A man rather small in size, bald-headed, bow-legged, with meeting 
eyebrows, a large, red and somewhat hooked nose. Strongly-built, he was 
full of grace, for at times he looked like a man, at times like an angel. (The 
Acts of Paul and Thecla)

Paul’s success as a missionary suggests that he must have been a 
charismatic speaker. Once Paul was mistaken for Hermes, the gods’ 
messenger, because of his speaking ability. 

(see Acts 14:12)

 Task Seventeen
Design a wanted poster for Paul that makes use of the above description. 
You will need to give some reasons why Paul is “wanted”.

PART FIVE – CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

60



Activity: Important Places in Paul’s Life and Work
a. Read the following statements and look up the scripture references to

identify eleven important places in Paul’s life and work.

b. Below each statement, write in the place name from the map, that it
relates to.

1. The Holy Spirit asks the prophets and teachers of this city to send
Saul and Barnabas off to do his work. (Acts 13:1-3)

2. Paul spent two years under house arrest in this city, living in
rented lodgings and welcoming all who visited him. He was later
executed here. (Acts 28:30)
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3. Paul is warmly welcomed in this city by the believers, but when he
appears at the Temple and stirs up the crowd he is arrested.
(Acts 21:15-36)

4. As well as being a Jew, Paul is a citizen of this well-known city in
Cilicia. (Acts 21:39)

5. Paul visits Aquila and Priscilla who live in this city. When he
discovers that they are tentmakers like him, Paul stays and works
with them. (Acts 18:1-4)

6. After Paul preached to a group of women beside the river of this
city, Lydia and her household were baptised. (Acts16:11-15)

7. There is a riot in this city when Paul’s preaching threatens the
trade of the silversmiths who make images of the goddess Diana.
(Acts 19:23-40)

8. In this city Paul preaches with some success in the synagogue but
the Jews are resentful and enlist a gang to stir up the crowd.
(Acts 17:1-8)
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9. While on the road to this city, Saul meets the Risen Lord and loses
his sight for three days. (Acts 9:3-9)

10. In this city when Paul notices an altar to An Unknown God he
takes the opportunity to preach that this God is the same God he
is proclaiming. (Acts 17:16-32)

11. While in this town, Paul is credited with raising a young man,
Eutychus, from the dead. (Acts 20:6-12)
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Saint Paul the Apostle 
(c.5-c.67), Apostle to the 
Gentiles, Shipwreck on 
the island of Malta, from 
a Gustave Doré drawing, 
Engraved by H, Pisan.
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 Task Eighteen
Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-28.

Choose words from the box to complete what Paul says about the hardships he 
has had to put up with as a missionary. 

clothing 
sea  

lashes 
 churches 

prison 
sleep 

stoned 
hungry 

shipwrecked  
Gentiles

I have been in   more, I have been flogged more severely, many times 

exposed to death. Five times have I been given thirty-nine   by the Jews; 

three times I have been beaten with sticks; once I was   ; three times I 

have been  , and once I have been in the open 

for a night and a day; continually travelling I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from 

brigands, in danger from my own people and in danger from the   , in 

danger in the towns and in danger in the open country, in danger at sea and in danger from 

people masquerading as brothers; I have worked with unsparing energy for many nights without 

 ; I have been    and thirsty, and often altogether 

without food or drink; I have been cold and lacked  . And, besides all 

the external things, there is, day in day out, the pressure on me of my anxiety for all the 

 .
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 Task Nineteen
a. Choose five of the following words that you think describe Paul well.

faithful
dedicated
prayerful
leader
brave
individual
missionary

energetic
role model
trusting
tough
skilful 
adventurous
disciplined

wise
cheerful
stubborn
organised
well-educated
powerful
friendly

imaginative
welcoming
holy
positive
independent
caring
resourceful

b. Explain to a classmate why you have chosen the five words to
describe Paul.

c. Write a paragraph or poem below about Paul that uses all five words.
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 Task Twenty (game)

Saint Paul’s Life Journey
Saint Paul’s life was a journey – just as ours is today. 

Play the game “Saint Paul’s Life Journey”. You will need a dice and counters for 
the game. 

The rules
Each player throws a two to start.

If you land on a square with a tick (✔), a cross (✘), or a question (?) throw again 
to see what happens. The number you get will provide the instructions. 

Each turn continues until the player lands on a blank square.

✔ Ticks
1. The experience of meeting

the Risen Christ puts an
end to your persecution
of Christians. Have an extra
turn.

2. You commit yourself to
spreading the Good News of
Jesus Christ among both Jews
and Gentiles. Move ahead six
spaces.

3. The Holy Spirit guides you in
everything you do. Have two
extra turns.

4. Barnabas, Silas and Timothy
help you in your missionary
work. Move forward four
spaces.

5. Your Greek education
has prepared you well for
preaching in cities all around
the Mediterranean. Have an
extra turn.

6. You are blessed with a
martyr’s death because of
your Christian faith. Go to 42.
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✘ Crosses
1. You are banned from

preaching in Jewish
synagogues. Go back to 5.

2. A community that you
baptised lapses into pagan
ways. Miss two turns.

3. Your preaching causes a riot
and you are forced to flee the
city. Go back ten spaces.

4. You are arrested in Jerusalem
and prevented from carrying
out your mission. Go back 20
spaces.

5. Your journey is delayed when
you have to settle a dispute
among rival groups of
Christians. Miss a turn.

6. Much physical hardship
causes you to get sick.
Go back to 8.

? Chances
1. False friends report you to

the authorities. Go back to 3.

2. You are able to support your
missionary activities when
Aquila and Priscilla employ
you as a tentmaker. Have two
extra turns.

3. Injuries from beatings and
floggings prevent you from
preaching in public. Go back
to 8.

4. Your letters to the various
Christian communities
you have established are
mostly well received. Have
an extra turn.

5. You are terrified and
exhausted after being
shipwrecked on the way
to your trial in Rome.
Go back 10 spaces.

6. Despite all your hardships
you continue to proclaim the
reign of God fearlessly and
teach the truth about Jesus
Christ. Move ahead 12 spaces.
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Saint Paul’s Life Journey

1
start
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26

34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

49 48 47 46 45 44 43 42

50
finish
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In the Footsteps of Paul
By October 1998, the twentieth anniversary of his election, Pope John Paul II had 

made eighty‑four foreign pilgrimages and 134 pastoral visits inside Italy, travelling 

670,878 miles, or 2.8 times the distance between the earth and the moon. During the 

720 days of pilgrimage outside Rome, he had delivered 3,078 addresses and homilies 

while speaking to hundreds of millions of men, women and children, in person and 

through the media. No human being in the history of the world had ever spoken to 

so many people, in so many different cultural contexts. He had made more than 700 

pastoral visits in Rome itself, to prisons, universities, religious institutes, convents, 

seminaries, nursing homes, hospitals, and 274 of the diocese’s 325 parishes. 

For twenty years, the Pope has inspired men and women, young and old alike, to live 

out the consequences of the challenge: “Be not afraid!”

From Witness to Hope by George Weigel (New York: HarperCollins, 1999) pages 844 

and 849.

 Something to Think About
How is Pope John Paul II like Saint Paul?

 Something to Do
Choose some words or lines from the song that 
you think apply to Saint Paul, to some other 
person or to yourself. 

Write them out on a scroll for the classroom wall.
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Be Not Afraid
B.Dufford – © Oregon Catholic Press

You shall cross the barren desert
but you shall not die of thirst.
You shall wander far in safety 
though you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands 
and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live. 

Be not afraid I go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea,
you shall not drown.
If you walk amid the burning flames,
you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the pow’r of hell
and death is at your side, 
know that I am with you through it all. 

Be not afraid I go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall 
be theirs.
Blest are you that weep and mourn,
for one day you shall laugh.
And if wicked tongues insult and hate you 
all because of me,
blessed, blessed are you. 

Be not afraid I go before you always.
Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 

USED WITH PERMISSION WORD OF LIFE INTERNATIONAL 
LICENCE NUMBER 6218
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Saint Paul, 1482. Artist: Montagna, 
Bartolomeo (1449-1523) / Museo 
Poldi Pezzoli, Milan
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PART TEN
Summary

• Journeys have always been an important part of human life.

• The journey is a symbol for the whole of human life.

• People have always told stories about journeys – these journey stories all

share certain common features.

• At some time, either we, or our ancestors journeyed to Aotearoa – we all

have our journey stories to tell.

• People come to Aotearoa for many reasons – refugees come to escape

persecution, war, famine, and other disasters in their countries of origin.

• The Christian response to refugees and strangers is hospitality.

• The two greatest journey stories in the Old Testament – the migration of

Abraham and Sarah, and the exodus of Moses and the Chosen People – are

made in response to God’s call.

• Because of the faith of Abraham, Sarah and Moses, God leads the Hebrews

to freedom in the Promised Land.

• Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem is a journey towards his Death and Resurrection.

• On his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his followers by words and

actions about the Reign of God.

• Through his death and Resurrection Jesus brings about God’s plan of saving

his people and fulfils a promise first made to Abraham and Moses.

• The Stations of the Cross are a reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ suffering

and death.
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• Paul turned from persecuting Christians, became a believer and preached 

the Risen Christ, after experiencing him on the road to Damascus.

• Paul spread the Good News of Jesus around the Mediterranean during three 

famous missionary journeys.

• Because of his faith Paul put up with many dangers and hardships.

SUMMARY
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This glossary gives explanation of Māori terms which are italicised in the text. The 

first time a Māori term appears in the text, its English meaning appears in brackets 

after it.

Pronunciation – correct pronunciation of Māori comes only with practice in listening 

to and speaking the language. The English phonetic equivalents provided under each 

Māori word are intended to provide a reasonably accurate guide for students. If in 

doubt please seek assistance from someone practised in correct pronunciation of Te 

Reo Māori.

´ indicates stressed syllable

Aroha
úh-raw-huh 

In general, means love and/or compassion. 
Note that the word is used in two senses: 

1.  a joyful relationship involving the 
expression of goodwill and the doing 
of good,empathy.

2.    sympathy, compassion towards those 
who are unhappy or suffering.

GLOSSARY
of Māori terms
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Atua
úh-too-uh

The Māori word Atua has been used to 
describe God in the Christian sense since 
missionary times. Before the coming of 
Christianity, Māori used the word atua to   
 describe many kinds of spiritual beings (in 
the way we now use the word “spirit”)  
and also unusual events.

He Tangata
heh túng-uh-tuh

Human beings.

Hehu Karaiti 
héh-hoo kuh-rúh-ee-tee

Jesus Christ.

Hīkoi 
hée-kaw-ee 

A journey on foot.

Hīkoi Tapu
hée-kaw-ee túh-poo

Sacred journey or pilgrimage. 

Iwi
short i as in tin – like Kiri

A tribe, a collective of hapū, all with a 
common ancestor. Can also mean a race 
of people, as in te iwi Māori (the Māori 
people), te iwi Pākehā (Pākehā people), etc. 
Negotiations with government are usually 
carried out at iwi level.

Karakia
kúh-ruh-kee-uh

Prayer, ritual.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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Mana
múh-nuh

Spiritual power and authority.  Its sources 
are both divine and human, namely, God, 
one’s ancestors and one’s achievements in 
life. Mana comes to people in three ways: 
Mana tangata, from people, mana whenua, 
from the land, and mana atua, from the 
spiritual powers.

Rangatira
rúh-nguh-tee-ruh

Chief. 

Rongopai
ráw-ngaw-puh-ee

Gospel or Good News. Nga Rongopai 
(plural). Te Rongopai (singular).

Tangata Whenua
túng-uh-tuh féh-noo-uh

Indigenous people of the land, or their 
descendants. Local people, home people, 
people of a marae are usually spoken of as 
hunga kānga, iwi kāinga or tangata kāinga, 
not tangata whenua.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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Tapu
túh-poo

This word is used in three senses:

1.  restrictions or prohibitions which 
safeguard the dignity and survival of 
people and things

2.  the value, dignity, or worth of 
someone or something, eg the 
holiness of God, human dignity, the 
value of the environment

3.  the intrinsic being or essence of 
someone or something, eg tapu i Te 
Atua is the intrinsic being of God, the 
divine nature.

Please note: when tapu refers to the Tapu 
of God it is written as Tapu.

Te Aranga 
teh úh-ruh-nguh

The Resurrection.

Te Matua
teh múh-too-uh

This means father or parent. It is the word 
used for father in the Lord’s Prayer in 
Māori. 

Matua wahine means mother in the Hail 
Mary. Matua tane means father. 

Note that mātua with a long vowel, is the 
plural of the word.

Te Rangatiratanga
teh rung-uh-tée-ruh-tung-uh

The Kingdom or Reign of God.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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Te Wairua Tapu
teh wúh-ee-roo-uh túh-poo

The Holy Spirit.

Tūpuna
tóo-poo-nuh

Ancestors. Some areas use the term tīpuna.

Waiata
wúh-ee-uh-tuh

Song or hymn.

Whānau
fáh-nuh-oo

Extended family.

Whenua
féh-noo-uh

Land.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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