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THE LOGO

The logo is an attempt to express Faith 
as an inward and outward journey.

This faith journey takes us into our own hearts, 
into the heart of the world and into the heart  
of Christ who is God’s love revealed.

In Christ, God transforms our lives.
We can respond to his love for us by reaching out 
and loving one another.

The circle represents our world.
White, the colour of light, represents God.
Red is for the suffering of Christ. 
Red also represents the Holy Spirit.
Yellow represents the risen Christ.

The direction of the lines is inwards
except for the cross,
which stretches outwards.

Our lives are embedded in and
dependent upon our environment
(green and blue) and our cultures
(patterns and textures).

Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ,  
is represented by the blue
and white pattern.

The blue also represents the Pacific…

Annette Hanrahan RSJC
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PART ONE
A World of Signs and Symbols

Focus: 
• We live in a world of signs and symbols.
• Simple signs give us information, directions or 

instructions. 
• Symbols are a special type of sign that can 

mean many things and which point to a deeper 
reality.

• Symbols can have personal, cultural or 
universal significance.

• Ritual is an important form of symbol.

Following the Signs
Red traffic lights signal danger. They pass on a message 

that could be fatal to ignore. Stop!

Traffic lights and other road signs used in New Zealand 

are similar to those used all around the world. They 

are designed to be quickly and easily understood by 

drivers familiar with New Zealand roads and by any 

visitors from overseas. 

 Task One
How well do you understand the more common signs found on New Zealand 
roads? On the following page, the wrong meaning is written next to each of the 
signs on the diagram. Write the correct meanings in the spaces provided.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

sign
code
logo

symbol
cultural

universal
ritual
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PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS

Sign Meaning Correct Meaning

Pedestrian crossing.

One lane bridge – give way 
if travelling in the direction 
of the small arrow.

Slippery road conditions.

Maximum speed limit for 
urban areas.

Road narrows.

Maximum open road speed 
limit.

Stop completely – give way 
to all traffic.

Cycle way.

Be careful – children.

No left turn.
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  Something  
to Discuss

Why is it important that traffic lights 
and other road signs be quickly and 
easily understood by all drivers?

 Task Two
Road signs are just one of many 
different types of sign which we meet 
every day that give us directions or 
instructions. What are some other 
examples of familiar signs?

  Something to  
Think About

• What would life be like 
without these signs?

• Why do we sometimes take 
them for granted?

What is a Sign?
Traffic lights and road signs that give us 

directions or instructions are designed 

to have a clear, straightforward meaning. 

They cannot mean more than one thing 

at the same time. Any confusion needs to 

be avoided because of the risk of disaster.

Signs use ordinary and everyday objects 

and language to point beyond themselves 

to something more. For example, a road 

sign to Wellington is more than just 

a piece of metal painted green with 

white lines written on it. It is a piece of 

metal that points beyond itself and says 

something about something else – it says 

that ‘Wellington is that-a-way’.

In order to understand even the most 

simple of signs we need to understand 

its code. For example, drivers will only 

stop when a traffic light turns red if they 

recognise that the colour red signals 

“stop” in this situation. If they don’t 

know its code then the meaning of a sign 

is lost to them. Because of this, the more 

obvious the sign’s code the better. 

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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Logos
The world of advertising surrounds us with commercial logos – distinctive designs or 

idea-pictures associated with a particular company, product or service.

Through logos people can immediately identify the company, product or service 

involved. 

 Task Three 
• How many of the following logos do you recognise?
• Where would you find them?
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Logos
The world of advertising surrounds us with commercial logos – distinctive designs or idea-pictures associated with a 
particular company, product or service.

Through logos people can immediately identify the company, product or service involved. 

Task Three 
•   How many of the following logos do you recognise?
•   Where would you find them?

Something to Do
Over the next few days collect as many examples as you can of different logos and bring 
them to class.

• Over the next few days collect as many examples as you can of 
different logos and bring them to class.

Symbols
Not all signs have a simple meaning.

Symbols are a special type of sign that can mean many things at the same time. 

The meaning of a symbol can never be fully explained. Objects and actions become 

symbols when they are taken out of their normal everyday situations and new 

meanings are given to them. Because symbols are signs that have a special richness 

and depth of meaning we often communicate with symbols when we cannot easily 

express what we want to say with words.

Symbols often involve our feelings. Their meanings can differ depending on our 

personal experience and our culture.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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 Something to Think About
Are those logos you have collected simple signs or are they a type of symbol? 
Why or why not?

 Task Four 

Decide whether the following statements about signs and symbols are true or false:
• Signs that give directions or instructions should have only one clear 

meaning
• Signs and symbols point to something beyond themselves
• It is not necessary to know a sign’s code to understand its meaning
• Symbols are a special type of sign that can have more than one meaning
• Symbols can be fully explained
• We can communicate with symbols without using words
• Symbols can express feelings well 
• Personal experience and culture give meaning to symbols
• Symbols do not occur in daily life
• The human mind has the ability to make symbols

 Task Five 

What do the following three common symbols stand for? Suggest as many 
meanings as you can for each of them.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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 Task Six 

Create your own symbol to express at least one of the following emotions or ideas 
(or another that you would like to express). When you have finished show it to 
your classmates to see if they understand what you are trying to communicate.

community contentment fear   
compassion frustration excitement  
loneliness hope anger   
courage determination openness

Personal, Cultural and Universal Symbols
Because each of us is unique, we often give special meanings to things that show our 

individuality or express our deepest feelings and needs. These become our personal 

symbols. For example, a gift given to you by your grandmother may be a 

personal symbol of the love you have for each other.

Symbols that reflect the society to which we belong – our family, our 

groups of friends, our school – are cultural symbols. The New Zealand 

flag and the kiwi are cultural symbols of Aotearoa; your school motto and 

uniform are both symbols that reflect the culture of your school. Because 

they surround us all the time we often take cultural symbols for granted.

Universal symbols have meaning for people everywhere, regardless of 

their culture or the time in which they live. They are often taken from 

the world of nature. Throughout the world, water is a universal symbol of life.

Symbolic Actions
Human actions are full of symbolism. They can communicate feelings and ideas. They 

bring about different reactions. For example, a wave is more than a hand movement. 

It can mean either ‘Goodbye’ or ‘Come here’.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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 Something to Do
Find a partner:
a) Take turns making the following gestures and body movements.
b) Suggest possible meanings for each of them.
 • Clapping hands
 • Wringing hands
 • Shaking hands with another person
 • Clenching fists tightly
 • Slumping in a chair
 • Sitting upright on the edge of a chair
 • Sitting leaning towards someone
 • Sitting with arms folded and legs crossed
 • Sitting with hands and arms relaxed and legs slightly apart
 • Clicking a pen
 • Fiddling with keys
 • Leaning back on a chair with hands behind head
 • Reaching towards someone with open hands
 • Patting someone’s shoulder
 • Kneeling with hands joined together
 • Pointing one finger at someone
 • Smiling at someone
 • Making the Sign of the Cross

Extension

Put together different gestures and body movements to tell a story without 
words. Perform the story for your group or class.

 Task Seven
Choose an object that symbolises something important to you. Bring it to school 
and share about it in your group or class.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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 Task Eight
Choose a person close to you whom you admire – someone from your family or 
a close friend.

Complete a profile of personal symbols for this person – symbols that reflect the 
person well. Draw or write words in the circles for each item.

The person I have chosen is: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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  Something to Discuss
Talk with some whānau (family) members. Is there anything you can agree upon 
that symbolises your family and its values?

 Task Nine
Fill in the blanks in the following statement about universal and cultural symbols 
by choosing the correct word from the box:

Universal symbols are often taken from the world of __________. They have 
meaning for people everywhere, regardless of their __________ or the time in 
which they live.

There are many symbols in our daily __________ which display the culture 
to which we belong. Our clothes, our hair cut, our __________, our ways 
of greeting one another, our ways of addressing one another, our ways of 
eating, our selection of foods. Symbols __________ us so that we no longer 
become conscious of them. We only become aware of someone who is 
different, who sends out different __________ to us, making use of new 
symbols. Sometimes we think such a person is ‘funny’, sometimes ‘strange’, 
sometimes __________. In reality, the newcomer is simply indicating that his 
or her culture is __________ from ours.

Adapted from R. Crotty, Symbols, Signs and Sacraments page 4.

nature different  ‘frightening’ lives 
language messages culture surround

  Something to Discuss
How do your clothes, your haircut, your language, your ways of greeting one 
another, your ways of addressing one another, your ways of eating, your selection 
of foods, make your group of students different from other groups?

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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Symbolism of Te Whare Tupuna (The Ancestral 
House)
The whare tupuna is usually named after an important ancestor and is designed as 

symbol of that ancestor. 

The tekoteko (carved figure) on the rooftop in front represents the ancestor’s head. The 

maihi (carved pieces from the tekoteko reaching towards the ground) represent the 

arms of the ancestor, held out in welcome to visitors. The tāhuhu or tāhū (ridge pole), 

which runs down the centre of the whare tupuna from front to back, represents the 

backbone. The tāhuhu is a very long and solid piece of wood, for when the backbone is 

strong the body is strong. The heke or wheke (rafters), reaching from the tāhuhu to the 

poupou (carved panels) around the inside walls, represent the ribs of the ancestor. 

The pou tokomanawa (uprights) support the tāhuhu and show the connection between 

Ranginui (the Sky Father) and Papatūānuku (the Earth Mother). When a person enters 

the whatitoka (doorway of the house) they are entering the shelter of the ancestor.

Rongo (the spirit and guardian of peace) controls the inside of the whare tupuna. It is 

in this atmosphere of peace, that people meet with one another and with the spirits 

of their ancestors. Although intense discussions may take place, decisions are always 

made in peace.

The poupou (carved panels) 

around the walls represent 

tribal ancestors. Tukutuku 

(woven panels) on the walls and 

kōwhaiwhai (painted patterns) 

on the rafters represent customs 

and ways of behaving that are 

important to the tribe.

How many different parts of the 

whare tupuna can you find on 

the diagram? 

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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Task G ten

Fill in the gaps in the chart to show your understanding of the symbolism of te whare tupuna. All 
the information you need is in your Student Resource book on page 7.

Maori Symbol English Name Meaning of the Symbol

Whare  

  The ancestor’s head

Ta-huhu  

 Carved pieces from 
 the tekoteko reaching 
 to the ground

 Rafters 

  

  The connection between Ranginui and Papatu-a-nuku

  Entering the shelter of the ancestor

 The guardian of peace 

Poupou 

 

 Woven panels 

Ko-whaiwhai  

 Task Ten
Fill in the gaps in the 
chart to show your 
understanding of the 
symbolism of te whare 
tupuna.

Māori Symbol English Name Meaning of the Symbol

Whare

The ancestor’s head

Tāhuhu

Carved pieces from the tekoteko 
reaching to the ground

Rafters

The connection between Ranginui and 
Papatūānuku

Entering the shelter of the ancestor

The guardian of peace

Poupou

Woven panels

Kōwhaiwhai

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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Ritual – an Important Form of Symbol
When human societies celebrate important moments in the lives of individuals and 

the community, they do so through ritual.

In many ways ritual is a tapu (sacred) action – there are certain things to be done 

and certain words to be said. It is a formal way of acting. Those rituals that have been 

handed down by tradition renew our contact with the past. Through the words and 

actions of ritual, humans express the beliefs and values of their particular culture. 

There are special rituals to deal with the more important moments in an individual’s 

life such as when a person is born, receives a name, becomes an adult, marries or dies.

The Cook Island Haircutting Ceremony
The cutting of a young man’s hair for the first time is an important ritual for Cook 

Island Māori. This ritual goes back to old times when wars between different tribes 

and islands were common. In order to rid a village of its future warriors the attacking 

enemy would kill as many of its young boys as they could. To prevent this, a village 

would leave the hair of its boys uncut in the hope that the male children would be 

mistaken for girls and be allowed to live. When these surviving males grew older and 

were considered capable of fighting for their village, their hair was cut off. 

Even though the days of inter-tribal warfare are gone and there is no longer a need to 

disguise the identity of their young boys, many Cook Island families in Aotearoa and 

in their homeland still hold to this custom of delaying a male’s first haircutting – but 

don’t always wait until their sons are grown up.

When a boy is in his teens or earlier, a date is set for the hair-cutting ceremony. The 

extended family gathers. Ribbons are used to tie the boy’s hair into many strands, 

one strand for each guest. Karakia (prayers) are said and speeches are made in the 

boy’s honour. Then beginning with the most important person present, each guest 

kisses the boy and presents him with a gift of money before cutting off a strand of his 

hair. The ceremony finishes with a feast.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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 Task Eleven 

a)   What events from the past does the Cook Island haircutting ritual 
recall?

b)   Why do you think many Cook Islanders today still hold to the custom of 
a special haircutting ritual?

c)  Describe what happens today at a haircutting ritual.

d)   What does the ritual represent / symbolise for those males having their 
hair cut?

  Something to Find Out
What can you find out about some of the other traditional rituals celebrated by 
peoples of the Pacific region, for example:

• The giving of fine mats
• The kava ceremony

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS

Lagi Sipeli and Ian Ramsden speaking at Timmy Puleosi's haircutting ceremony, St James 
Presbyterian Church, Newtown. St James Presbyterian Church (Newtown Wellington) :Anniversary 
slide show. Ref: PA12-1517-77. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /
records/22611249
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 Task Twelve
Significant events often involve ritual. For 
example, when someone has a birthday there is 
usually a party and the blowing out of candles on 
a cake. 

Describe what happens at one ritual that you are 
familiar with. Choose from the rituals associated 
with the following events or use another that you 
know. Whatever ritual you choose it should be 
one you have experienced.

You may write about the ritual, speak about it, act it out in a role play or present 
it visually in a poster:

a.  A birthday
b.  A sporting event – you will need to name the event
c.  A welcome
d.  A farewell

Name the feelings or emotions connected with the ritual.

PART ONE – A WORLD OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS
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PART TWO
Signs of the Invisible God

Focus: 
• Te Atua (God) reveals his presence through 

signs and symbols.
• People meet God in Creation and moments 

of mystery, through ordinary things, events 
and actions, in the religions of the world and 
through Scripture.

• Symbols are used by Christians to represent 
different aspects of the Trinity.

God is spirit. (John 4:24)     No one has ever seen God. (1 John 4:12)

God Speaks through Signs
Te Atua who is invisible speaks to us through signs. 

For thousands of years, people have found evidence 

of God’s presence in the world, especially in the 

things that God has made, including tangata 

(people). For those with eyes to see, God can be 

seen in all things.

For many people, it is through God’s creation, the 

world of nature, that they feel closest to Te Atua.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

mystery
awe

Trinity

ISTOCKPHOTO.COM © GPRENTICE

18



Meeting God in the World
The religions of the world tell of people who have experienced God at key moments in 

their lives – moments of mystery that they cannot explain. One of the most famous 

of these experiences concerns Moses who met God at the burning bush.

Sometimes these experiences permanently change a person’s outlook on life. Instead 

of taking things for granted the person looks upon the world with a new wonder and 

appreciation. 

Bede Griffiths had one such experience when he was still at school. Bede, like many 

others, met God in nature.

One day during my last term at school I walked out alone in the evening and 
heard the birds singing in that full chorus of song, which can only be heard 
at that time of the year at dawn or sunset. I remember now the shock of 
surprise with which the sound broke on my ears. It seemed to me that I had 
never heard the birds singing before and I wondered whether they sang like 
this all the year round and I had never noticed it. 

As I walked on I came upon some hawthorn trees in full bloom and again I 
thought that I had never seen such a sight or experienced such sweetness 
before. If I had been brought suddenly among the trees of the Garden of 
Paradise and heard a choir of angels singing I could not have been more 
surprised. I came then to where the sun was setting over the playing fields. 
A lark rose suddenly from the ground beside the tree where I was standing 
and poured out its song above my head, and then sank still singing to rest. 
Everything then grew still as the sunset faded and the veil of dusk began 
to cover the earth. I remember now the feeling of awe which came over 
me. I felt inclined to kneel on the ground as though I had been standing in 
the presence of an angel; and I hardly dared to look on the face of the sky, 
because it seemed as though it was but a veil before the face of God.

Bede Griffiths The Golden String (Fontana, London 1979)

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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 Task Thirteen
Read the story of Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3 – 4:17)

a)  How is Bede Griffiths’ experience similar to that of Moses? 

b)  How is it different?

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

Seeing God in Ordinary Things
Other people experience God in ordinary daily tasks – such as doing 

the dishes:

The woman suddenly began to look at her hands in the 
dishwater. She marvelled at how wonderful and complex 
her hands were. The lines were so amazing, her fingerprints 
unique. She thought about how these fingers could make 
beautiful music on the piano and also communicate her 
touch of love to her child. Without her even thinking about 
it, they did what she wanted. In seconds, they co-ordinated 
thousands of nerve impulses and contractions.

For a while she just looked at her hands with awe. And then 
a warm feeling of appreciation and wonder came over her, and she knew 
this marvellous gift was from God. She rested for a time in her sense of 
gratitude. Then the mood was gone, as suddenly as it came. Her attention 
moved back to the sink full of dirty pots that she needed to scrub. But 
something had changed. She treasured her awareness that she could carry 
out this simple act of washing dishes with her marvellous hands.

We all have moments when we experience Te Atua – while playing sport, watching 

the sunset or listening to music. But we don’t always remember and value these 

moments. They happen, but we quickly push them out of our minds because they 

seem odd or we can’t explain them.

 Something to Think About
• Have I had moments where I have experienced God through the 

ordinary things of life?
• Do I remember and value these moments?
• Do I push them to one side because they seem strange or because I 

can’t explain them?
• Do I talk about them with others?

ISTOCKPHOTO.COM © RYAN RUFFATTI
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A Special Place
Many people are lucky enough to have a 

special place where they can feel close to 

God:

“I have a special place, a secret 
place, a quiet place. It is a grassy 
hollow at the top of a high hill. I lie 
there and look out across the sea 
that stretches in front of me.

I go to my special place when I 
want to solve a problem, or worry 
or laugh or cry or talk to God. 

When I’m there I feel close to God 
and to people I have never seen. It 
is like no other place I know.”

Even if we don’t have a special place, we 

can take time to meet God by finding a 

quiet space within us.

 Task Fourteen
Draw or write about a special place 
where you feel close to God.

 Something to Do
This is an opportunity for you to sit and 
be still.

a)  Find a spot on your own.

b)  Remain in complete silence 
and stillness for 3 to 5 
minutes, until called by your 
teacher.

c)  When back in class discuss, 
either in groups, or with the 
whole class:

• What did you see?

• What did you experience 
during the time of silence?

• How important is it to 
take time out regularly or 
occasionally to be silent, 
to ‘re-create’ ourselves?

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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Other Signs of God 
Another way Te Atua makes himself known in the world is through ordinary human 

actions.

One of the most common of all social actions is the preparation and eating of a meal.

It was Friday evening. Dad was tired. But he had decided to prepare a meal. 
If it wasn’t for Dad, we kids would have grabbed whatever food we could 
find and gone our separate ways. But Dad wasn’t having this on.

“It is important for us to eat together,” he said as he placed the food on the 
table in front of us.

We said no prayer but in its own way the table was prayer enough. It brought 
us into a circle, the most powerful of all human shapes. We passed the food 
from hand to hand, the most meaningful of all common human acts.

Almost without realising it our shared meal created a bond among us and 
for a while made us one. As the food was handed from one to another, we 
discussed the events of the day. We laughed, argued and told jokes. We ate 
hungrily and happily. It was a small moment but it was ours.

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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 Task Fifteen
How does this ordinary meal become a special occasion that communicates 
God’s presence?

 Something to Discuss
Christians often acknowledge the presence of Te Atua by saying grace before 
meals. 

Why do you think other cultures do the following?
• Sioux often take the choicest piece of meat and throw it into the fire 

before beginning to eat
• Tibetans place the first food of a meal outside the door as an offering 

to the hungry spirits

God Speaks through Other Religions
Through their various karakia (prayers) and rituals members of the different religions 

of the world can experience God’s holiness and praise their Creator, offering thanks 

for everything that God has done.

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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 Task Sixteen
The following sayings and prayers come from various religions of the world. 

Choose three of them and for each explain the message that you believe God is 

communicating to the world. Use the space provided on the next page.

A. Bring peace to the old, have trust in your friends and cherish the young. 
(Confucius)

B. God will not change the condition of a people until they change what is 
in their hearts. (Koran)

C. May there be peace on earth, peace in the atmosphere and peace in 
the heavens. Peaceful be the waters, the herbs and the plants. May the 
Divine bring us peace. (Hindu scriptures)

D.  May the spirit of goodwill enter all our hearts. May we all sing together 
the immortal song of human harmony. (Jain song)

E.  May I always have a friendly feeling towards all beings living in the 
world. May the stream of compassion always flow from my heart 
towards distressed and suffering beings. (Jain prayer)

F.  If two people ask for your help, and one is your enemy, help that person 
first. (Baba Metzia)

G.  We are the same human flesh. I want happiness; you also want 
happiness. From that mutual recognition we can build respect and real 
trust for each other. From that can come co-operation and harmony, 
and from that we can stop many problems. (The Dalai Lama of Tibet)

H.  Peace! Peace! Peace! (Daily prayer of the Hindus)

I.  Be worthy of your neighbour’s trust – look upon your neighbour with a 
bright and friendly face. (Baha’i) 

J.  The world is a garden, God is the gardener. (Sikh saying)

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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God Speaks through Scripture
The many signs of God’s presence in the world, all tell us something of God’s mana 

(power) and aroha (love). 

Scripture is a special sign of God because it makes clear the great plan that God has 

in mind for us. It also shows God’s plan being brought about through the life, death 

and Resurrection of Hehu Karaiti (Jesus Christ).

From the earliest Old Testament times the Scripture writers believed that God was 

with them. They believed that Te Atua cared for the whole of creation and that his 

loving presence and saving power protected them. They were aware that God was 

active in the lives of his Chosen People through the signs that he used.

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

1.

2.

3.

26



 Task Seventeen
Each of the following scripture references matches one of the passages on the 
next page (A to F) where God is shown to be present in a sign.

Using your Bible, match the scripture reference to the letter of the passage to 
which it belongs. Write an interesting headline to go with each passage. The first 
is done for you.

Scripture Reference Letter of Passage Headline

Genesis 8:1–14 E Big Wind Saves Boat

Exodus 3:1–6

Exodus 13:17–22

Exodus 14:19–28

Exodus 19:9–11

1 Kings 19:11–13

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD
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PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

A.  During the day the Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud to 
show them the way, and during the night he went in front of them in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel night and day.

B.  Moses held out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back 
with a strong east wind. It blew all night and turned the sea into dry 
land. The water was divided and the Israelites went through the sea on 
dry ground.

C.  “Go and stand before me on top of the mountain,” the Lord said to 
Elijah. Then the Lord passed by and sent a furious wind that split the 
hills and shattered the rocks – but the Lord was not in the wind. The 
wind stopped blowing, and then there was an earthquake – but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was a fire 
– but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the soft 
whisper of a voice.

D.  The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a flame coming from the 
middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire but that it was 
not burning up. 

 When the Lord saw that Moses was coming closer, he called to him 
from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”

 He answered, “Yes, here I am.”

 God said, “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals because you 
are standing on holy ground. I am the God of your ancestors, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” So Moses covered his face because he 
was afraid to look at God.

E.  God had not forgotten Noah and all the animals with him in the boat; 
he caused a wind to blow, and the water started going down.

F.  The Lord said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, so that the 
people will hear me speaking with you and will believe you from now 
on.”
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 Task Eighteen   

In the two thousand years since the Church began, Christians have used visual 
symbols to represent God.

Complete the explanations of what the symbols mean by choosing the correct 
missing words from the panel below.

The hand of God is a ___________________ of God the Creator. 

It comes from the many references to the “hand of God” in the 

___________________ .

The “all-seeing eye” ___________________ the all-knowing 

and ever-present God. Often the eye is pictured inside a 

___________________ . The _______________ of light  represent 

the holiness of the Trinity.

The circle has no beginning or ___________________ . 

It is a symbol of God’s ___________________ . 

This is an important ___________________ Testament symbol 

of God’s revelation of Himself. It was at the burning bush that 

___________________ was given the most holy name of God,  

I ___________________ WHO I AM (Yahweh).

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

Jesus   End   Eternity   Old   Rays   Symbol    
Represents   Moses   Bible   Triangle   Am 

The Hand of God

The Eye

The Circle

The Burning Bush
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Circles (linked)

The Shamrock

The Trefoil

The Triangle

The three linked circles represent the eternal nature of the 

Trinity – Father, ___________________ and Holy Spirit. They 

remind us that God is ___________________ , even though he 

reveals himself in three Persons. 

The shamrock is another symbol of the _________________. 

Saint Patrick used it to explain that there are three 

Persons in One ___________________ . He would hold up a 

___________________ and challenge his hearers: “It is both one 

and three. And so it is with God.”

The trefoil is a stylised shamrock. It is a single design made 

up of three joined ___________________ . It represents both 

eternity and one God in ___________________ Persons. 

The triangle represents the Trinity, one God in three 

___________________ . 

PART TWO – SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD

God   Three   Circles   Persons   Son    
Shamrock   One   Trinity

Complete the explanations of what the symbols of the Trinity mean by choosing 
the correct missing words from the panel below. 
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PART THREE
Jesus Christ Makes God Visible

Focus: 
• Hehu is the greatest of all God’s signs – he 

showed the true face of God to the world.
• Jesus showed God’s great love by teaching, 

healing and forgiving sins.
• By knowing Jesus we come to know Te Atua 

and can show God to others.
• Symbols are used by Christians to represent 

different aspects of Jesus’ life, death and 
Resurrection.

Jesus Christ Makes God Visible
Te Atua showed himself most fully to the world through his Son, Hehu Karaiti. Jesus is 

the greatest of all the signs of God. He is God’s presence in the world. Jesus Christ is 

the best way we have of knowing what God is like.

For two thousand years people have wondered how Jesus’ life could have had such a 

powerful impact on human history.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

obscure
itinerant

credentials
prodigal
chrysalis
Passion

I am the Way; I am Truth and Life. (John 14:6)
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. (John 14:9)
Christ is the image of the unseen God. (Colossians 1:15)
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One Solitary Life
Here is a man who was born of Jewish 
parents, 
the child of a peasant woman. 
He grew up in an obscure village,
where he worked in a carpenter’s shop 
until he was thirty.
Then for three years he was an 
itinerant preacher. 
He never wrote a book. 
He never held an office. 
He never owned a home. 
He never had a family. 
He never went to college. 
He never set foot inside a big city. 
He never travelled two hundred miles 
from the place where he was born. 

He did none of the things that usually 
accompany greatness.
He had no credentials but himself. 

While still a young man, the tide of 
popular opinion turned against him. 
His friends ran away. 

One of them denied him, another 
betrayed him. 
He was turned over to his enemies. 
He went through the mockery of a trial. 
He was nailed to a cross between two 
thieves. 

While he was dying, his executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property 
he had on earth – his coat. 
When he was dead he was taken down 
and laid in a borrowed grave 
through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteen centuries have come and 
gone, 
and today he is the central figure for 
much of the human race. 
All the armies that ever marched, 
and all the navies that were ever built, 
and all the parliaments that ever sat, 
and all the kings that ever reigned, 
put together, 
have not affected the life of people 
upon this earth 
as powerfully as this
One Solitary Life!

James A. Francis
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In becoming he tino tangata (fully 

human), Jesus faced life’s possibilities 

and difficulties just as we do. People 

he came into contact with experienced 

Jesus as a human being. He understood 

their struggles, temptations, joys and 

sorrows.

Jesus’ mission was to show the true 

face of Te Atua to the world. He was the 

‘finger’ pointing the way to God, the 

‘bridge’ that brought God to people and 

people to God.

By knowing Hehu we come to know God 

and are then able to show God to others.

  Something to  
Think About

• How is Jesus the ‘finger’ 
pointing the way to God?

• How is Jesus the ‘bridge’ that 
brings God to people and 
people to God?

Something to Draw
In a drawing, show how you see Jesus 
as a sign of God. 

 Task Nineteen
Jesus used stories to communicate 
what God was like.

Read the parable of the lost or 
prodigal son (Luke 15:11-31) in your 
Bible. 

Explain how the following sentences 
from the parable show God to be a 
loving Father – one who is forgiving, 
welcoming and celebrating:

He ran to the boy, clasped him in 
his arms and kissed him. (verse 
20)
“Quick! Bring out the best robe 
and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet.” (verse 22)
“Bring the calf we have been 
fattening and kill it; 
we will celebrate by having a 
feast.” (verse 23)
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PART THREE – JESUS CHRIST MAKES GOD VISIBLE

 Task Twenty
Jesus showed the true face of God to the world. 

a)   Put a tick next to the statements that describe the sort of God that 
Jesus showed to the world:

God Statements

A.  God strengthens and heals

B.  God is a tough judge

C.  God sides with the rich and powerful

D.  God keeps his distance

E.  God created the world and then lost interest

F.  God is generous

G.  God is an old man in the clouds

H.  God gets angry easily

I.   God wants a personal relationship with people

J.  God makes lots of rules

K.  God is always ready to forgive

L.  God is a loving parent

M.  God wants all people to know and love him

N.  God stands for justice

O.  God sides with the poor and rejected

P.  God never celebrates

Q.  God enjoys punishing sinners

R.  God is ever faithful

S.  God answers people’s prayers

T.  God keeps his promises
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b)  Choose three of the statements that especially appeal to you and 
explain why you like them.

1.

2.

3.

c)  Write your own sentence and/or draw a symbol of how you see God:

Jesus Reveals God’s Love
In his life and teaching, Jesus was a sign of God’s great aroha. He once said: “Be 

compassionate just as your Father is compassionate”. 

What Hehu was asking his followers to do was to feel and act as God feels and acts. 

That is, out of love. 

Jesus backed up his words with actions – he went around healing people and freeing 

them from the burden of their sins.

Jesus is a sign of God’s presence in the world because he made Te Rangatiratanga (the 

Reign of God) a reality.

PART THREE – JESUS CHRIST MAKES GOD VISIBLE
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Symbols of Jesus Christ

PART THREE – JESUS CHRIST MAKES GOD VISIBLE

(A) Cross (D) Branch of Tree 
of Jesse

(C) Lamb of God(B) Alpha and 
Omega

(E) Skull (H) INRI(G) Phoenix(F) Candle

(I) Chi Rho (L) IHC(K) Crown and 
Sceptre

(J) Door

(M) Loaves and 
Fishes

(P) 5-Pointed Star(O) Vine, Branches 
and Grapes

(N) Fish
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 Task Twenty-One
Match the symbols of Jesus Christ on page 36 with the descriptions below. 
Write in the letter of the alphabet belonging to each symbol next to the correct 
description.

1. This five-pointed symbol appeared over Bethlehem. It is shaped 
roughly like a human being and represents the birth of the Son of God 
as a human baby.

2. This part of the body is a symbol of death, both physical and spiritual. It 
is often pictured at the foot of the cross on which Jesus was crucified at 
Golgotha.

3. These call to mind the story of Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand. They 
also remind us that Jesus is the Bread of Life.

4. The Gospels tell us that if we knock on this it will be opened for us. 
Through it, Christ leads us to his Father.

5. This is one of the oldest symbols for Christ. It combines the first two 
Greek letters of the word “Christ”. 

6. The first letters of the Greek phrase “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour” 
form the Greek word “ICHTHUS”.  This symbol was used by early 
Christians in times of persecution as a secret sign of their shared faith. 
Three of these represent Jesus as a member of the Trinity.

7. This is the most common of all Christian symbols. It reminds us that 
Jesus died to bring us new life. Empty, it is a sign of Jesus’ Resurrection 
and of our hope for eternal life.

8. An ancient story told of a beautiful bird that lived in the desert 
of Arabia. After five hundred years, it set its nest on fire and was 
destroyed in the flames. After three days, it rose again from the ashes, 
to live another five hundred years. Early Christians saw in this tale a 
symbol of Te Aranga.

PART THREE – JESUS CHRIST MAKES GOD VISIBLE
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9. These Latin letters stand for the notice that Pilate ordered placed on 
Jesus’ cross: “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum” – Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.

10. These are a reminder of Jesus’ teaching that he is the true vine. 
Christians get their life and fruitfulness from Christ, in the same way 
that grapes grow well on a healthy vine. 

11. This symbol calls to mind Jesus’ words, “I am the light of the world”. 
Christians are also called to be the light of the world.

12. This sacred monogram is formed from three letters of the Greek word 
for “Jesus” (IHC). Sometimes IHS is used instead.

13. Alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
They refer to the eternal nature of Christ.

14. This symbol is named after the father of King David, Jesus’ famous 
ancestor. The shoot growing from the stump is a symbol for Jesus, the 
Messiah foretold by the prophet Isaiah.

15. These are symbols of royal authority, and are often used to represent 
Christ, the King, who reigns over all creation.

16. This symbol comes in different forms. Standing with a banner, it 
represents the risen Christ who triumphs over death. Standing with a 
cross and bleeding from a wound in its side, it represents the suffering 
and death of our Lord. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world.

PART THREE – JESUS CHRIST MAKES GOD VISIBLE
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PART FOUR
The Church – the Sign of Christ

Focus: 
• The Church is the sign of Christ’s presence in 

the world.
• Those who follow Hehu Karaiti (Jesus Christ), 

especially the saints, are signs of God’s love.
• We are called to be signs of Christ’s aroha 

(love) to those around us.
• Symbols are used by Christians to represent 

different aspects of the Church and Te Wairua 
Tapu (the Holy Spirit) active within it.

The Church – the Presence of Christ
Jesus of Nazareth lived on earth for around thirty-three years. During this time he 

made Te Atua present to all those he met. Jesus is often called the sacrament of God 

because he was a visible sign of God working among his people.

Jesus is no longer physically with us – we cannot see or touch him. But it is the 

Church’s mission to carry on what Jesus started and be Christ’s presence in the world 

today.

Just as Hehu Karaiti is the sacrament of God, the Church is the sacrament of Christ. 

As Christians we are called to carry out Christ’s work in our communities. 

Te Atua wants all people to share in his life. 

The story of the Final Judgement shows us what people need to do if this is to happen.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

sacrament
galley slaves
chain gang
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 Task Twenty-Two
Read the story of The Final Judgement (Matthew 25:31–46) in your Bibles.

Complete the following statements about what people must do if they are to be 
welcomed by God into everlasting life:

•          the hungry

•  Give             to the thirsty

•  Shelter the              

•              the naked

•  Visit the sick and those in           

The Saints – Signs of God’s Love
We can see something of God in the lives of other people. God lives in everyone but 

some people are much clearer signs of God’s presence than others. Saints are Christians 

who have followed the path that leads to everlasting life. Their lives very clearly show 

us some aspect of God’s aroha. By their good example saints can lead us to God. Three 

such saintly people are Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and Frederic Ozanam.
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Vincent de Paul 
Vincent was born in Pouy, France in 1581, 

the son of peasant farm workers. Growing 

up in a poor family, Vincent longed for 

a life of wealth. He decided to become 

a priest, hoping that this ministry 

would bring him in touch with rich and 

important people.

Vincent was an intelligent man but 

positions such as chaplain to the Queen’s 

court and tutor to a wealthy family were 

not fulfilling for him. Instead of looking 

to make a profit from a career within the 

Church, Vincent turned to parish work 

where he met those on the edge of society 

– the poor and the forgotten.

In time Vincent established an order of 

priests (the Congregation of the Mission 

or Vincentians) whose mission was to 

spread the Good News of Jesus in the 

villages through preaching and service. 

Vincent dedicated his life to the sick and 

the mentally ill, orphans and old people, 

beggars and the starving, prisoners 

and galley slaves. There was no form of 

poverty – physical, emotional or spiritual 

– which he did not try to heal.

Most of all he was committed to showing 

the poor the great love that God had for 

them. For this Vincent was called the 

“Friend of the Poor”.

Vincent died in poor health and 

after much suffering in 1660. He was 

canonised in 1737.
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Louise de Marillac
Louise was born in 1591 in Auvergne, 

France.

During her marriage, and especially 

after the death of her wealthy husband, 

Louise found herself with spare time 

and resources, which she used to help 

abandoned children on the streets. She 

visited the sick men on the chain gangs 

in the prison hospital and organised 

people to cook food and take it to the 

prisoners each day.

Louise set up centres to serve the poor 

throughout the country. She pushed 

for every village to have its own clinic, 

school, nurse and teacher.

With the help of her close friend Vincent 

de Paul, Louise de Marillac formed the 

Daughters of Charity, a revolutionary 

order of sisters who left their convents to 

work on the streets and in the homes of 

the poor.

Louise worked with great dedication, 

respect for the individual, friendliness, 

and patience. She died in 1660, just six 

months before Vincent. 

Frederic Ozanam 
In 1833 six young students from the 

Sorbonne University in Paris met with a 

middle-aged journalist to form a group 

to serve the poor of Paris, just as Jesus 

Christ had served the people of his time.

Their leader was Frederic Ozanam. 

During a debate about the Church at 

the university Frederic had been asked: 

“What are you doing for the poor now? 

Show us your works!”

Frederic realised that action was more 

important than talk. That night he and 

some friends pooled what money they 

had and bought firewood for a poor 

family.

Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, 

who was already well-known for her 

good work among the poor of Paris, 

helped Frederic and his companions 

make contact with those in greatest 

need. Before long, others were moved 

by their example to commit themselves 

to serving those in need. They decided 

to call their group the Society of Saint 

Vincent de Paul, after the saint who was 

their role model. Today the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul still serves those in need. 

It has almost 900,000 members, spread 

throughout 130 countries of the world.

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST
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PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST

 Task Twenty-Three  

Either  Imagine you are Jesus. Choose one – Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac 
or Frederic Ozanam. What would you say to this person at the Last Judgement?

Or In a group, act out the Last Judgement. Have different people playing the 
roles of Jesus, Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and Frederic Ozanam.

Or  Write a report card for the ministry of one of Vincent de Paul, Louise de 
Marillac or Frederic Ozanam. Use the following headings as a checklist:

• The hungry
• The thirsty
• Strangers
• The naked
• The sick
• Prisoners
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The Last Judgment by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel on March 08, 2011 in Rome, Italy.
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 Task Twenty-Four
Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac, Frederic Ozanam
Read about Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and Frederic Ozanam on pages  
41 and 42 and complete the following crossword.

1

2

3

4 5

6

7 8

9

10

11

12

13

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST

Across
4. He helped establish the Society of 

Saint Vincent de Paul (two words).
7.  Louise pushed for every __________ 

in the country to have its own 
clinic, school, nurse and teacher.

10.  Vincent decided to become one 
of these so that he would come 
in touch with rich and important 
people.

11.  When Vincent turned to parish 
work he met the ________ and the 
forgotten.

12.  After the death of her wealthy 
__________ Louise used her time 
and resources to help abandoned 
children on the streets.

13.    A Daughter of Charity, well-known 
for her work among the poor of 
Paris (two words).

Down
1.  Vincent was given this title because 

of his commitment to showing 
God's great love to the poor (four 
words).

2.  Louise organised people to cook 
food and take it to these each day.

3.  This name was given to the order 
of priests that Vincent established.

5.  The Daughters of Charity left these 
to work on the streets and in the 
homes of the poor.

6.  Growing up in a poor family, 
Vincent longed for this.

8.  This person was a close friend of 
Vincent de Paul (three words)

9.  Vincent was not fulfilled working in 
the court of this person.

10.  The city where Frederic Ozanam 
continued the work of Vincent de 
Paul.
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The Soldiers and the Statue
During World War II a platoon of 

American infantrymen – or GIs as they 

were called – captured a small village in 

Italy from the Germans and occupied it. 

The place was deserted. The villagers 

had long since fled and there was no 

sign of enemy activity. As time went by 

it became clear that the Germans were 

not going to counter-attack. The GIs had 

nothing better to do than sit around and 

wait. 

The Sergeant in charge of the platoon 

realised that his men would soon get very 

bored. As he looked around for some way 

of keeping the platoon usefully occupied, 

he became aware of a large block of stone 

in front of what was left of the village 

church. As he gazed at the stone he 

realised it was the base on which a statue 

of Christ had sat. 

The Sergeant had seen such statues a 

number of times before in Italian villages 

– standing with their arms outstretched 

as if to embrace the suffering of the 

world. Only this one wasn’t overlooking 

anything or anyone. It had been blown to 

bits by German artillery.

Scattered over the ground were large and 

small pieces of masonry which had been 

part of the statue – a bit of a leg here, 

the head over there, and a large chunk of 

torso next to it. 

An idea came to him. ‘Why not see if we 

can put it together again,’ thought the 

Sergeant. ‘That will keep them busy for a 

while.’

He called his men together and explained 

his plan.

ISTOCKPHOTO.COM © LANE ERIKSON
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‘Alexander, you used to be a stonemason 

back in the States didn’t you? Do you 

reckon we can do it?’

‘Sure thing, Sarge. If you guys can find 

the bits I’ll find a way of making sure 

they stick together.’

‘Okay. Let’s get moving then. Start 

collecting bits of the statue and bring 

them over here. Start with the biggest 

ones first.’

For the rest of the day the soldiers worked 

with growing enthusiasm, and the statue 

gradually rose again on its base. As 

evening faded into night the head was 

mortared into place and the statue was 

whole again – almost.

‘Aw Sarge, it’s a real pity we can’t finish it 

completely,’ said one of the men as they 

stood back to admire the results of their 

work.

The Sergeant nodded in agreement as 

he surveyed the statue. There stood the 

figure of Jesus complete as it had been for 

years, except that there were no hands 

on the end of the outstretched arms. The 

men had searched hard but it seemed 

that the hands must have disintegrated 

into tiny fragments.

The Sergeant thought for a moment. ‘Let’s 

sleep on it,’ he said. ‘Someone may come 

up with something different during the 

night.’

Early the next morning the Sergeant and 

the rest of the platoon were wakened by 

a voice calling from in front of the statue. 

‘Hey you guys, look at this.’

‘Well whaddya know about that!’ 

muttered one of the men as they gathered 

sleepily before the statue.

Propped against the front of its base was 

a neatly lettered sign which read: ‘We are 

your hands O Christ’.

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST
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 Task Twenty-Five
Look through this list of ideas. Select three which sum up the message of the 
story well. You should be able to give reasons for your choices.

• Christ takes sides in wars
• Christ lives in statues
• Christ is present in our world
• Christ works without human help
• The soldiers in the story are unwilling to rebuild the statue of Christ
• Christ works through people
• It is up to us to do the work of Christ
• Good things happen when we let Christ work in us
• Christ shows us that all problems have obvious solutions

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
One well-known group in the Church today that serves as Christ’s 

hands is the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 

The Society’s purposes are to give practical help and spiritual 

support to those in need. Members use their own resources, sharing 

not only their possessions but the valuable gift of their presence.

The Society provides person to person help and respects the privacy and dignity of 

those that are served. It also acts on behalf of those who are defenseless or voiceless.

Members of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society are involved in the following:

• Home and hospital visits to the poor, sick, elderly, and physically challenged

• Thrift and clothing stores, food banks and soup kitchens

• Visits to prisons

• Person-to-person counselling

• Financial aid to individuals in emergency situations: power, housing, 

medication, household items, etc.

• Disaster relief and recovery assistance for victims of natural disasters 

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST
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 Task Twenty-Six
Make a poster showing the work of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul or that of 
another group doing Christ’s work in today’s world.

Remember Christ’s work includes feeding, sheltering, clothing and visiting those 
who are in need.

Do Something
On a cold winter’s day, a young boy stood shivering on the 
street corner begging for food, money – whatever he could 
get. A woman passed by without giving the boy a second 
look. But as she returned to her happy family, comfortable 
home and cupboards full of food, the woman thought 
about what she had seen. She felt herself becoming very 
angry with God for allowing such a situation to exist.

She blamed God, saying: “How can you let this happen? 
Why don’t you do something to help this boy?”

Then deep within her she heard God’s response: “I did. I created you!”

We may not often come across people who are starving or homeless but every 
day we have opportunities to help others in different ways.

We can all ‘bloom where we are planted’.

 Something to Think About
• Am I a sign of God’s aroha to people in need among my family, my 

neighbours, my friends, and my schoolmates?
• What are some practical ways that I can show God’s aroha to those in 

need?
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PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST

 Task Twenty-Seven
We have the choice of either building people up or tearing them down. We can 
deal in either put downs or affirmations.

Work out a brief role play illustrating either ‘put downs’ or ‘affirmations’ – an 
equal number of each.

 Task Twenty-Eight
For hundreds of years, Christians have used labyrinths to reflect on their journey 
towards God. 

A labyrinth is a wandering path that finally leads from the outside through to 
the centre of a circle. The twisting path represents your journey through life. The 
centre represents God.

a. Print out the following page. On the lines, and in the box next to the 
labyrinth, write and/or present in symbols the things that you can do 
to make Christ present in the world – the things that draw you closer to 
God.

b. With a pen trace your way through the labyrinth to its centre – God.
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Symbols
Life’s Journey

Start

GOD
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Symbols of the Church
Christians use various symbols to show different aspects of the Church’s life. The 

Holy Spirit, who gives life to the Church, is also presented through visual images.

The beehive is a symbol of the Church. Christians, 
with their different talents and gifts, work to build 
up the Church just as bees work together to build up 
their hive.

Beehive

Keys represent the power of the Church to forgive 
sin in Jesus’ name. Two crossed keys symbolise the 
authority of Saint Peter and the Popes who followed 
him.

Keys

The symbol of the ship comes from the story of the 
ark that carried Noah safely through the flood. Jesus’ 
calming of the storm also helped to make the boat a 
symbol of safety. St. Ambrose compared the Church 
to a ship, with the cross as its mast. 

Ship

The dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. At Jesus’ 
baptism the Spirit descended on him in the form of a 
dove. The three-rayed halo around its head identifies 
the Spirit as a member of the Trinity. A dove shown 
without the halo is a symbol of peace. 

Dove

Tongues of flame, especially when shown resting on 
the heads of the disciples, are symbols of the Holy 
Spirit and his anointing and power. 

Flames

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST

51



 Task Twenty-Nine
Read the description of the first Christians in Acts 4:32–35. Design a symbol of 
your own for the Church based on what is described there. 

Write a brief description explaining your symbol.

PART FOUR – THE CHURCH – THE SIGN OF CHRIST
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PART FIVE
The Sacraments of the Church 

Focus: 
• Hākaremeta (the sacraments) are signs of 

Christ working among his people.
• In the sacraments the Church makes use of 

material things – water, bread,     
wine and oil – to bring us the life of God.

• Hākaremeta are sacred rituals involving 
symbolic actions and words.

• Each sacrament celebrates an important 
moment in the Church’s life and in the lives of individual Christians.

Christian Ritual and the Sacraments
The Church celebrates important moments in its life and in 

the lives of its members through ritual.

Through the words and actions of ritual, the Church links 

its own life and the lives of individual Christians back 

to the life, death and Resurrection of Hehu Karaiti (Jesus 

Christ). By doing this, Jesus becomes present to his people.

Different rituals of the Church mark different occasions 

and stages in a Christian’s life journey – new life, growth in maturity, the need for 

nourishment, the healing of broken relationships, married life, commitment to 

ministry, serious sickness and approaching death.

Those rituals that are special signs of Christ’s presence in the Church are called 

hākarameta. They show us God’s love and bring us God’s life.

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND

ritual
sacrament

sacramentum
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The Sacramentum
The word ‘sacrament’ comes from a Latin word sacramentum. Recruits in the Roman 

army had to take a military oath, called a sacramentum, which was an oath of 

loyalty. They would then be branded or tattooed with the emperor’s mark – this was 

so that if they deserted they could be identified easily. 

The word sacramentum came to be used by the early Christians. They saw a link 

between the Roman soldier’s oath of loyalty and the promises they made when they 

were accepted into the Church at Baptism. The permanent change that took place in 

the life of new Christians was like the brand made on the skin of the new soldier.

Sacraments work through our senses
Hākarameta are signs that we experience through our five senses of sight, hearing, 

taste, touch and smell. 

In the sacraments the Church takes material things – water, wine, bread and oil – and 

uses them to bring us the life of God, the Holy Spirit.

God works in the Sacraments and brings us closer 
to Him
Through the sacraments, God makes his love real in our lives, in the Church and in 

the world. Most signs tell us something but they don’t make it happen. A sacrament is 

a special type of sign because it makes Te Atua present and active among us.

In every sacrament Jesus Christ, the Son of God, makes the first move and brings us 

closer to the Father. 

Sacraments bring us closer to each other and 
build up the Church
Hākarameta also bring us closer to each other by offering us strength, healing and 

forgiveness. They allow us to better serve one another as members of the Church. 

PART FIVE – THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
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 Task Thirty
Complete the following statements about Christian ritual and the sacraments 
by matching the beginning of each statement in Column A with its ending in 
Column B. In the spaces provided, write the correct letter from Column B after 
the correct corresponding statement in Column A.

Column A

1.  The Church celebrates important 

moments in the lives of its members...

2.  Through the words and actions of ritual, 

the Church links its own life to...

3.  Different rituals of the Church mark...

4.  Those rituals that are special signs of 

Christ’s presence among us... 

5.  The word ‘sacrament’ comes from the 

Latin term for... 

6.  Sacraments work through our five senses 

and use... 

7.  Through the sacraments, God ... 

8.  A sacrament is a special type of sign 

because... 

9. In every sacrament Jesus makes the first 

move... 

10.  Sacraments also bring us closer to one 

another...

Column B

A. ... and brings us closer to the 

Father.

B.  ... it makes God present and 

active among us.

C.  ... makes his love real to us.

D.  ... with ritual.

E.  ... material things to 

communicate the life of God. 

F.  ... are called sacraments.

G.  ... the life, death and 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

H.  ... and build up the Church.

I.  ... different stages in the life 

of a Christian.

J.  ... the oath of loyalty that 

recruits in the Roman army 

had to make.
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The Seven Sacraments
There are seven important rituals of the Church that are called sacraments:

• Baptism

• Confirmation

• Eucharist

• Penance

• Anointing of the Sick

• Holy Orders

• Marriage

 Task Thirty-One
Each of these sacraments is linked to a different aspect of life’s journey.

Match the sacraments in Column A with their life significance in Column B by 
writing the correct letter from Column B in the space provided.

Column A Column B

1. Baptism a. Sickness and Death

2. Confirmation b. Food, Nourishment and Sacrifice

3. Eucharist c. Companionship and Family Life

4. Penance d. Ordained Ministry

5. Anointing of the Sick e. Strengthening

6. Holy Orders f. Healing Brokenness

7. Marriage g. Birth

PART FIVE – THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
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 Task Thirty-Two  

Complete the following statements about the actions, words and meanings 
connected with each of the seven sacraments. Fill in the gaps by choosing the 
correct words from those given for each sacrament in the right hand column.

SACRAMENT 1. Baptism

Actions Used Immersion or pouring on of    three 

times.

Words Used “I     you in the name of the Father, and of 

the   , and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Meaning Rebirth into the life of Christ and    into the 

faith of the    .

Church

baptise

entry

water

Son

SACRAMENT 2. Confirmation

Actions Used Laying on of hands and    of the 

forehead with the oil of    .

Words Used “Be sealed with the    of the Holy Spirit. ” 

Meaning A    in our faith through the outpouring of 

the Holy   .

gift

Spirit

growth

chrism

anointing

SACRAMENT 3. Eucharist

Actions Used The    of bread and wine and the 

sharing of Holy Communion among the gathered community.

Words Used “    this, all of you, and eat it: this is my 

body which will be given up for you…. Take this, all of you, and drink from 

it: this is the    of my blood….”

Meaning As we celebrate the sacrificial death and    of 

Jesus Christ, his Body and Blood become our spiritual food and drink and   

  us as Christians.

cup 

take

Resurrection

consecration

unite
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SACRAMENT 4. Penance (Reconciliation)

Actions Used The laying on of    .

Words Used “…. I absolve you from your    in the   

  of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Meaning   back to God and receiving   

  for sins.

sins                        

name                        

forgiveness                

hands                              

turning

SACRAMENT 5. Anointing of the sick

Actions Used The    on of hands and anointing with 

the oil of the    .

Words Used “Through this Holy anointing may the Lord in his   

  and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

May the Lord who    you from sin save you and raise 

you up.”

Meaning This is a time of spiritual and physical    . The 

Lord gives strength, peace and courage to overcome the difficulties that 

go with sickness.

sick

healing

laying

love

frees

SACRAMENT 6. Holy Orders

Actions Used The laying on of hands by the   .

Words Used “Almighty Father, grant to this servant of yours the dignity 

of priesthood…. As a co-worker with the order of bishops may he be 

     to the    that he receives from 

you.” (from the Prayer of Consecration for a Priest)

Meaning The call to    up the Church through a 

ministry of service as   , priest, or bishop.

faithful

Bishop

deacon

build

ministry
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PART FIVE – THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH

SACRAMENT 7 Marriage

Actions Used Exchange of    of commitment.

Words Used “I (name) take you (name) to be my wife/husband.  

I promised to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and  

in   . I will love you and honour you all the days of my   

  .”

Meaning    love for us and our love for each other are 

shown in the    of husband and wife to one another.

life

health

self-giving

vows

God’s

 Task Thirty-Three
Sacrament-Sign-Scripture. Read the Scripture texts on the following page and 
then identify Sacramental signs by writing the letter for the matching Scripture 
text in the space provided.

Sacrament Signs Scripture

Baptism Pouring of water

Confirmation Laying on of hands
Anointing with oil

Eucharist Bread and wine

Penance Contrition
Confession

Anointing of 
the Sick

Anointing with oil
Laying on of hands

Marriage Public mutual consent 
Rings

Holy Orders Laying on of hands
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PART FIVE – THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH

A. Now when the apostles at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
The two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for 
as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of 
them; they had only been baptised in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and 
John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:14-17
E. There they strengthened the souls of 
the disciples and encouraged them to 
continue in the faith, saying, ‘It is through 
many persecutions that we must enter 
the kingdom of God.’ And after they had 
appointed elders for them in each church, 
with prayer and fasting they entrusted 
them to the Lord in whom they had come to 
believe. 

Acts 14:22-23

B. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.’ 

Matthew 28:18-20
F. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.’ 

Matthew 16:13-19 

C. While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf 
of bread, and after blessing it he broke 
it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, 
eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, 
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 
saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Matthew 26:26-28

D. Are any among you sick? They should call 
for the elders of the church and have them 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will raise them 
up; and anyone who has committed sins will 
be forgiven.

Jame 5: 13-15

G. On the third day there was a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. 

John 2:1-2
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PART SIX
Summary

• We live in a world of signs and symbols.

• Simple signs give us information, directions or instructions.

• Symbols are a special type of sign that can mean many things and which 

point to a deeper reality.

• Symbols can have personal, cultural or universal significance.

• Ritual is an important form of symbol.

• Te Atua reveals his presence through signs and symbols.

• People meet God in Creation and moments of mystery, through ordinary 

things, events and actions, in the religions of the world and through 

Scripture.

• Symbols are used by Christians to represent different aspects of the Trinity.

• Hehu is the greatest of all God’s signs – he showed the true face of Te Atua 

to the world.

• Hehu showed God’s great aroha by teaching, healing and forgiving sins.

• By knowing Jesus we come to know Te Atua and can show Te Atua to others.

• Symbols are used by Christians to represent different aspects of Jesus’ life, 

death and Resurrection.

• The Church is the sign of Christ’s presence in the world.

• Those who follow Jesus Christ, especially the saints, are signs of God’s 

aroha.
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• We are called to be signs of Christ’s love to those around us.

• Symbols are used by Christians to represent different aspects of the Church 

and the Holy Spirit active within it.

• Hākarameta are signs of Christ working among his people.

• In the sacraments the Church makes use of material things – water, bread, 

wine and oil – to bring us the life of Te Atua.

• The sacraments are sacred rituals involving symbolic actions and words.

• Each sacrament celebrates an important moment in the Church’s life and in 

the lives of individual Christians.

WORLD BUILDERS
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This glossary gives explanation of Māori terms which are italicised in the text. The 

first time a Māori term appears in the text, its English meaning appears in brackets 

after it.

Pronunciation – correct pronunciation of Māori comes only with practice in listening 

to and speaking the language. The English phonetic equivalents provided under each 

Māori word are intended to provide a reasonably accurate guide for students. If in 

doubt please seek assistance from someone practised in correct pronunciation of Te 

Reo Māori.

´ indicates stressed syllable

Aroha
úh-raw-huh

In general, means love and/or compassion. 
Note that the word is used in two senses: 

1.  a joyful relationship involving the 
expression of goodwill and the doing 
of good, empathy.

2.  sympathy, compassion towards those 
who are unhappy or suffering.

Atua
úh-too-uh

The Māori word Atua has been used to 
describe God in the Christian sense since 
missionary times. Before the coming of 
Christianity, Māori used the word atua to   
 describe many kinds of spiritual beings (in 
the way we now use the word “spirit”)  
and also unusual events.

GLOSSARY
of Māori terms
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Hākarameta
hah-kuh-ruh-meh-tuh

Sacrament.

He Tino Tangata
heh tín-aw túng-uh-tuh

Fully human.

Hehu Karaiti 
héh-hoo kuh-rúh-ee-tee

Jesus Christ.

Heke or Wheke 
héh-keh or féh-keh

Rafters. In the whare tupuna these 
represent the ancestor’s ribs.

Karakia
kúh-ruh-kee-uh

Prayer, ritual.

Kōwhaiwhai
káw-fuh-ee-fuh-ee

Painted panels around the walls of a whare 
tupuna that represent customs and ways of 
behaviour important to the tribe.

Maihi
múh-ee-hee

Carved pieces reaching from the tekoteko 
of the whare tupuna towards the ground. 
These represent the arms of the ancestor 
held out in welcome to visitors.

Mana
múh-nuh

Spiritual power and authority. Its sources 
are both divine and human, namely, God, 
one’s ancestors and one’s achievements in 
life. Mana comes to people in three ways: 
Mana tangata, from people, mana whenua, 
from the land, and mana atua, from the 
spiritual powers.

Please note: when mana refers to Mana of 
God it is written as Mana.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS

64



Papatūaānuku
puh-puh-too-ah-noo-koo

The earth mother, often called Papa.

Pou tokomanawa
paw táw-kaw-muh-nuh-wuh

The post supporting the ridgepole of the 
whare tupuna. It represents the connection 
between Ranginui and Papatūānuku.

Poupou
páw-oo-paw-oo

Carved figures within the ancestral house 
that represent tribal ancestors.

Ranginui
rúng-ee-noo-ee

The Sky Father, often called Rangi.

Rongo
ráw-ngaw

The guardian or spirit of peace within the 
whare tupuna.

Tāhuhu or Tāhū
táh-hoo-hoo or táh-hoo

Ridge pole. Within the whare tupuna this 
represents the ancestor’s backbone.

Tangata
túng-uh-tuh

Person, people, human.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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Tapu
túh-poo

This word is used in three senses:

1.  restrictions or prohibitions which 
safeguard the dignity and survival of 
people and things

2.  the value, dignity, or worth of someone 
or something, eg the holiness of 
God, human dignity, the value of the 
environment

3.  the intrinsic being or essence of 
someone or something, eg tapu i Te 
Atua is the intrinsic being of God, the 
divine nature.

Please note: when tapu refers to the Tapu 
of God it is written as Tapu.

Te Aranga
teh úh-rung-uh

The Resurrection.

Te Rangatiratanga
teh ruh-nguh-tée-ruh-tuh-nguh

The Reign of God.

Te Wairua Tapu 
teh wúh-i-roo-uh túh-poo

The Holy Spirit.

Tekoteko
téh-kaw-teh-kaw

Carved figure usually on the gable of a 
meeting house where it represents the 
head of the ancestor.

Tukutuku
tóo-koo-too-koo

Woven panels around the walls of a whare 
tupuna that represent customs and ways of 
behaviour important to the tribe.

GLOSSARY OF MĀORI TERMS
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Tūpuna
tóo-poo-nuh

Ancestors. Some areas use the term tīpuna.

Whānau
fáh-nuh-oo

Extended family.

Whare tupuna
fáh-reh tóo-poo-nuh

Ancestral house.

Whatitoka
fáh-tee-taw-kuh

The doorway of the whare tupuna. Passing 
through the door into the house represents 
entering the shelter of the ancestor.
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