Jubilee of MERCY

RESOURCES FOR NEW ZEALAND CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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TITIRO KI TE KANOHI
O ATAWHAI, KO TATOU
TE KANOHI O ATAWHAI
SEE THE FACE OF
MERCY, BE THE FACE
OF MERCY

11

POPE FRANCIS
CALLS A JUBILEE!

CORPORAL WORKS
PRACTICAL IDEAS

Pope Francis has called an
Extraordinary Jubilee Year
of Mercy to commence on
the 8th December 2015.

What are we doing in our
schools that can help our
students learn about mahi
o te atawhai o te tinana?
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13 March 2015

MESSAGE from
POPE FRANCIS
Pope Francis has
declared a Jubilee!
The Jubilee Year begins on the 8th
December 2015 and ends on the 20th
November 2016. This resource has
been prepared by a group of teachers
from Catholic primary and secondary
schools in Auckland for the National
Centre for Religious Studies.

We want to live in the
light of the word of
the Lord:
“Be merciful, even
as your Father is
merciful”
(cf. Lk 6:36).
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Message from Cardinal John Dew
Pope Francis has invited the
church to enter into a Year of
Mercy, beginning 8 December this
year, marking the conclusion of
the Second Vatican Council under
Pope Paul VI on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception in 1965.
Pope Saint John XXIII had formally
opened that council on 11 October
1962 with the prophetic call ‘the
Church prefers the medicine of
mercy to the arm of severity’.
It is now time, 50 years later, to
take these words to the centre of
the Church’s life and mission. The
theme of the coming year of mercy
is, ‘To be merciful as the heavenly
Father is merciful’ (Luke 6:36).
The Gospel of Luke is sometimes

described as ‘the gospel of mercy’
or ‘the gospel of compassion’. In it,
we find an invitation to enter into
the heart and mind of Jesus Christ,
who is the face of the Father’s
mercy, and to live that mercy in our
own lives.
Pope Francis says, ‘Mercy is the
only climate in which we meet God’,
as we intentionally and wilfully try
to create that climate we become
‘Merciful like the Father’.
This resource is a good starting
point for our Catholic school
communities to consciously try to
create a climate of mercy so that
the staff and students truly meet
God and the year becomes one of
grace and growth.

Dear brothers and sisters, I have often thought of how the Church may
render more clear her mission to be a witness to mercy; and we have to
make this journey. It is a journey which begins with spiritual conversion.

Therefore, I have decided to announce
an Extraordinary Jubilee which has at
its centre the mercy of God.
It will be a Holy Year of Mercy.
We want to live in the light of the
word of the Lord: “Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful”
(cf. Lk 6:36). And this especially
applies to confessors! So much
mercy!
This Holy Year will commence
on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception and
will conclude on Sunday, 20
November 2016, the Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of
the Universe and living face of
the Father’s mercy. I entrust the
organization of this Jubilee to the
Pontifical Council for Promoting
the New Evangelisation, in order
that it may come to life as a new
step on the Church’s journey in
her mission to bring the Gospel
of mercy to each person.

I am confident that the whole
Church, which is in such need
of mercy for we are sinners, will
be able to find in this Jubilee
the joy of rediscovering and
rendering fruitful God’s mercy,
with which we are all called to
give comfort to every man and
every woman of our time. Do
not forget that God forgives all,
and God forgives always. Let us
never tire of asking forgiveness.
Let us henceforth entrust this
Year to the Mother of Mercy,
that she turn her gaze upon us
and watch over our journey: our
penitential journey, our yearlong journey with an open heart,
to receive the indulgence of
God, to receive the mercy of
God.

At times we are
called to gaze even
more attentively on
mercy so that we
may become a
more effective sign
of God’s mercy.”
(MV3).
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ICON FOR THE
YEAR OF MERCY

that brings to completion the mystery of his
incarnation culminating in redemption. The logo
has been designed in such a way so as to express
the profound way in which the Good Shepherd
touches the flesh of humanity and does so with
a love with the power to change one’s life. One
particular feature worthy of note is that while the
Good Shepherd, in his great mercy, takes humanity
upon himself, his eyes are merged with those of
man. Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, and Adam
with the eyes of Christ. Every person discovers in
Christ, the new Adam, one’s own humanity and
the future that lies ahead, contemplating, in his
gaze, the love of the Father.
The scene is captured within the so called
mandorla (the shape of an almond), a figure quite
important in early and medieval iconography, for it
calls to mind the two natures of Christ, divine and
human. The three concentric ovals, with colors
progressively lighter as we move outward, suggest
the movement of Christ who carries humanity out
of the night of sin and death. Conversely, the depth
of the darker color suggests the impenetrability of
the love of the Father who forgives all.
http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/
logo.html

The logo and the motto together provide a
fitting summary of what the Jubilee Year is all
about.
The motto Merciful Like the Father (taken from
the Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as an invitation
to follow the merciful example of the Father who
asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive
and to give love and forgiveness without measure
(cfr. Lk 6:37-38).
The logo – the work of Jesuit Father Marko I.
Rupnik – presents a small summa theologiae
of the theme of mercy. In fact, it represents an
image quite important to the early Church: that
of the Son having taken upon his shoulders the
lost soul demonstrating that it is the love of Christ

Jesus introduces
us to the works of
mercy
in
his
preaching so that
we can know
whether or not we
are living as his
disciples. (MV15)
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
It is called the sacrament of conversion because
it makes sacramentally present Jesus’ call to
conversion, the first step in returning to the Father.
CCC 1423

SAMPLE LITURGIES
RECONCILIATION
The links below are to Reconciliation
Liturgies that have been used in
various schools around New Zealand
or links to ones found online. Users
are responsible to ensuring that
they have the appropriate copyright
permissions for any music in them or
that the hymns are changed to ones
that they have permission for.

Pope Francis encourages us to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Jubilee
Year and to rediscover the graces of this
Sacrament.
Our Catholic schools are places where we can give
our students good opportunities to experience
this Sacrament in a positive way. How does the
Sacrament get celebrated at your school?
At Carmel College the Sacrament is celebrated
once per term. During the period before lunch 6-8
priests are invited to come in and 3-4 classes come
along to a liturgy (about 100 students). The classes
usually come from different year levels. One of
the priests leads the short ritual to begin with and
students go to the priests for individual reconciliation
while reflective music is played. The liturgy ends
with a communal penance and blessing.
During the lunchtime following the same liturgy is
repeated and any students or staff in the school may
take up the opportunity for the Sacrament. Each
time this year there have been between 50 an 100
students at the optional time - a reflection of the
value that the students place on this Sacrament.
When the students are going individually to the
priests they line up in a designated spot and a staff
member directs them to the next available priest.
The feedback has been that even the senior students
like this process as they know when there turn is and
there are not the awkward moments of two people
getting up to go at the same time. There is also an
opportunity for students to check anything with the
teacher before they go up which they appreciate.

Reconciliation Liturgy emphasising the peace
of God
https://goo.gl/KwMyT1
Reconciliation Liturgy using Quotations from
Catherine McAuley for Mercy Schools
https://goo.gl/6xerTO
Reconciliation Liturgy for Senior Students
around the story of Zacchaeus
https://goo.gl/8hWfyu
In the following liturgy from Kavanagh College,
students chose a stone on their way into the
Reconciliation and held it while they listened
to the readings. Then when they went up for
individual reconciliation with a priest they
dropped it in a bowl of water on the way back
to their seat.
https://goo.gl/bbeYrB

In	
  this	
  Year	
  of	
  Mercy,	
  we	
  gather	
  together	
  in	
  hope	
  to	
  ask	
  God’s	
  
forgiveness	
  for	
  any	
  wrong	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  have	
  done.	
  	
  
	
  We	
  come	
  knowing	
  that	
  God	
  loves	
  us	
  and	
  never	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  
separated	
  from	
  us.	
  And	
  so	
  let	
  us	
  stand	
  and	
  sing	
  in	
  praise	
  of	
  his	
  
love	
  for	
  each	
  one	
  of	
  us.	
  

Kia	
  noho	
  te	
  Ariki	
  ki	
  a	
  matou.	
  
Ki	
  a	
  koe	
  ano	
  hoki	
  

OPENING	
  PRAYER:	
  	
  Loving	
  God,	
  
	
  You	
  sent	
  us	
  Jesus	
  your	
  Son	
  to	
  show	
  how	
  infinite	
  your	
  mercy	
  is	
  
for	
  each	
  one	
  of	
  us.	
  	
  You	
  call	
  us	
  to	
  embrace	
  your	
  mercy	
  and	
  to	
  
celebrate	
  this	
  Sacrament	
  with	
  sincere	
  hearts.	
  	
  May	
  we	
  know	
  
that	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  opportune	
  moment	
  to	
  change	
  our	
  lives	
  so	
  we	
  
may	
  be	
  merciful,	
  just	
  as	
  you	
  God	
  are	
  merciful.	
  	
  We	
  make	
  our	
  
prayer	
  through	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  who	
  lives	
  and	
  reigns	
  with	
  you	
  and	
  
the	
  Holy	
  Spirit,	
  one	
  God,	
  now	
  and	
  ever.	
  	
  
ALL:	
  	
  	
   	
  Amen	
  

Gather	
  us	
  O	
  God,	
  body	
  spirit	
  soul	
  and	
  mind.	
  	
  
Gather	
  us	
  O	
  God,	
  one	
  in	
  union	
  now	
  with	
  you.	
  

E	
  te	
  Atua,	
  whakahuia	
  wairua.	
  	
  
	
  E	
  te	
  Atua,	
  kotahinga	
  te	
  wairua.	
  	
  

© Monica Brown and Emmaus Productions 1991. Used with permission. LicenSing
License ____. Maori wording used with permission of Monica Brown, 2015.

ALL:	
   	
  Gather	
  us	
  O	
  God	
  

P:	
  

P:	
  
A:	
  

PRESIDER:	
  	
   Ki	
  the	
  ingoa,	
  o	
  te	
  Matua,	
  o	
  te	
  Tamaiti,	
  o	
  te	
  Wairua	
  Tapu.	
  
ALL:	
  
Amene	
  

Hohou	
  Rongo	
   	
  
Sacrament	
  of	
  Reconciliation	
  

READING:	
  	
   A	
  reading	
  from	
  the	
  Gospel	
  according	
  to	
  Luke	
  (6:32-‐36)
If	
  you	
  love	
  those	
  who	
  love	
  you,	
  what	
  credit	
  is	
  that	
  to	
  you?	
  	
  
For	
  even	
  sinners	
  love	
  those	
  who	
  love	
  them.	
  	
  
	
  If	
  you	
  do	
  good	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  do	
  good	
  to	
  you,	
  what	
  credit	
  is	
  that	
  
to	
  you?	
  For	
  even	
  sinners	
  do	
  the	
  same.	
  	
  
	
  If	
  you	
  lend	
  to	
  those	
  from	
  whom	
  you	
  hope	
  to	
  receive,	
  what	
  
credit	
  is	
  that	
  to	
  you?	
  Even	
  sinners	
  lend	
  to	
  sinners,	
  to	
  receive	
  
as	
  much	
  again.	
  	
  
But	
  love	
  your	
  enemies,	
  do	
  good,	
  and	
  lend,	
  expecting	
  nothing	
  
in	
  return.	
  Your	
  reward	
  will	
  be	
  great,	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  children	
  
of	
  the	
  Most	
  High;	
  for	
  he	
  is	
  kind	
  to	
  the	
  ungrateful	
  and	
  the	
  
wicked.	
  	
  
Be	
  merciful,	
  just	
  as	
  your	
  Father	
  is	
  merciful.	
  
The	
  Gospel	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  

As	
  we	
  prepare	
  to	
  ask	
  God	
  for	
  forgiveness	
  and	
  mercy	
  for we	
  have	
  done	
  
let	
  us	
  pray	
  together……	
  

EXAMINATION	
  OF	
  CONSCIENCE:	
  
P:	
  
Let	
  us	
  take	
  a	
  moment	
  to	
  examine	
  our	
  conscience	
  
Am	
  I	
  faithful	
  to	
  God	
  who	
  is	
  merciful	
  to	
  me?	
  
	
  Have	
  I	
  helped	
  others	
  in	
  expectation	
  of	
  rewards	
  rather	
  than	
  
helping	
  someone	
  just	
  because	
  I	
  can?	
  
Have	
  I	
  refused	
  to	
  forgive	
  others?	
  
Have	
  I	
  been	
  patient,	
  kind	
  gentle	
  and	
  self-‐controlled?	
  
When	
  my	
  conscience	
  told	
  me	
  to	
  do	
  something	
  good,	
  did	
  I	
  do	
  it	
  
or	
  did	
  I	
  ignore	
  it?	
  
Where	
  do	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  experience	
  God’s	
  mercy	
  and	
  forgiveness?	
  

REFLECTION:	
  
	
  In	
  this	
  Scripture	
  passage,	
  Jesus	
  is	
  telling	
  his	
  disciples	
  that	
  it’s	
  
easy	
  to	
  love	
  people	
  who	
  love	
  you	
  -‐	
  if	
  a	
  person	
  is	
  nice	
  to	
  you,	
  
you’ll	
  be	
  more	
  inclined	
  to	
  be	
  nice	
  back.	
  	
  While	
  that	
  is	
  good,	
  
Christ	
  calls	
  us	
  to	
  love	
  even	
  those	
  who	
  hate	
  and	
  persecute	
  us.	
  	
  
This	
  is	
  what	
  mercy	
  is	
  about,	
  it	
  is	
  about	
  doing	
  the	
  unexpected,	
  
showing	
  compassion	
  to	
  the	
  person	
  whom	
  it	
  is	
  hard	
  to	
  love.	
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Jesus	
  loves	
  each	
  one	
  of	
  us	
  and	
  is	
  always	
  ready	
  to	
  forgive	
  us.	
  
Together	
  let	
  pray	
  the	
  pray	
  that	
  Jesus	
  taught	
  us…	
  

ACT	
  OF	
  CONTRITION:	
  	
  	
  
O	
  my	
  God,	
  I	
  am	
  very	
  sorry	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  sinned	
  against	
  
you	
  and	
  with	
  your	
  help	
  I	
  will	
  not	
  sin	
  again.	
  Amen	
  

Christ,	
  be	
  our	
  light!	
  Shine	
  in	
  our	
  hearts.	
  
Shine	
  through	
  the	
  darkness.	
  
Christ,	
  be	
  our	
  light!	
  
Shine	
  in	
  your	
  church	
  gathered	
  today.	
  

Longing	
  for	
  peace,	
  our	
  world	
  is	
  troubled.	
  
Longing	
  for	
  hope,	
  many	
  despair.	
  
Your	
  word	
  alone	
  has	
  power	
  to	
  save	
  us.	
  
Make	
  us	
  your	
  living	
  voice.	
  

© Bernadette Farrell 1993. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
LicenSing License _________

CHRIST	
  BE	
  OUR	
  LIGHT	
  

DISMISSAL:	
  
P:	
  	
  
The	
  Lord	
  be	
  with	
  you…	
  	
  
A:	
  
	
  And	
  with	
  your	
  spirit	
  	
  
P:	
  	
  
Kia	
  whakapaingia	
  koutou	
  e	
  te	
  Atua	
  kaha	
  rawa	
  
E	
  te	
  Matua,	
  e	
  te	
  Tamaiti	
  e	
  te	
  Wairua	
  Tapu.	
  
A:	
  
Amene	
  
P:	
  
Go	
  in	
  peace	
  to	
  love	
  one	
  another	
  and	
  to	
  love	
  God.	
  
A:	
  
	
  Thanks	
  be	
  to	
  God	
  

SIGN	
  OF	
  PEACE:	
  	
  
Before	
  we	
  leave	
  here	
  today	
  let	
  us	
  offer	
  one	
  another	
  a	
  sign	
  of	
  peace.	
  

CLOSING	
  PRAYER	
  :	
  	
  Loving	
  God	
  
	
  We	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  forgiveness	
  this	
  day.	
  	
  	
  We	
  know	
  that	
  
your	
  mercy	
  will	
  always	
  be	
  greater	
  than	
  any	
  sin,	
  and	
  no	
  one	
  
can	
  place	
  limits	
  on	
  your	
  love	
  O	
  God.	
  	
  Through	
  his	
  sacrament	
  
you	
  have	
  shown	
  us	
  the	
  “medicine	
  of	
  mercy”	
  and	
  so	
  we	
  leave	
  
this	
  gathering	
  and	
  show	
  your	
  mercy	
  to	
  all	
  whom	
  we	
  meet.	
  
We	
  ask	
  this	
  through	
  your	
  Son,	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  our	
  Lord.	
  	
  
All:	
   	
  Amen	
  

Go to https://goo.gl/Mf1HcB to access an editable version of this Liturgy

INDIVIDUAL	
  RECONCILIATION:	
  
P:	
  
I	
  invite	
  you	
  to	
  come	
  forward	
  now	
  to	
  meet	
  with	
  a	
  priest	
  and	
  
receive	
  God’s	
  mercy.	
  

ALL:	
  	
   	
  OUR	
  FATHER	
  

P:	
  

ALL:	
  	
   	
  THE	
  CONFITEOR	
  
I	
  confess	
  to	
  almighty	
  God	
  	
  
and	
  to	
  you	
  my	
  brothers	
  and	
  sisters,	
  	
  
	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  greatly	
  sinned	
  in	
  my	
  thoughts	
  and	
  in	
  my	
  words,	
  in	
  
what	
  I	
  have	
  done	
  and	
  in	
  what	
  I	
  have	
  failed	
  to	
  do.	
  	
  
through	
  my	
  fault,	
  through	
  my	
  fault,	
  	
  
through	
  my	
  most	
  grievous	
  fault;	
  	
  
therefore	
  I	
  ask	
  blessed	
  Mary	
  ever-‐Virgin,	
  	
  
	
  all	
  the	
  Angels	
  and	
  Saints,	
  and	
  you,	
  my	
  brothers	
  and	
  sisters,	
  to	
  
pray	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  our	
  God.	
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MISERICORDIAE VULTUS
The face of mercy
The Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy is composed of 25 numbered
sections. Pope Francis has described the most
salient features of mercy, focusing primarily on
the theme of the light of Christ’s face. Mercy
is not an abstract word, but rather a face to
recognise, contemplate and serve. The Bull
is developed in a Trinitary fashion (Nos. 6-9)
and extends to a description of the Church as
a credible sign of mercy: “Mercy is the very
foundation of the Church’s life” (No.10).
Pope Francis indicates the salient phases of
the Jubilee. The opening coincides with the
50th anniversary of the closing of the Vatican II
Ecumenical Council: “The Church feels a great
need to keep this event alive. With the Council,
the Church entered a new phase of her history.
The Council Fathers strongly perceived, as a
true breath of the Holy Spirit, a need to talk
about God to men and women of their time in
a more accessible way. The walls which too
long had made the Church a kind of fortress
were torn down and the time had come to
proclaim the Gospel in a new way” (No. 4). The
conclusion will take place “with the liturgical
Solemnity of Christ the King on 20 November
2016. On that day, as we seal the Holy Door,
we shall be filled, above all, with a sense of
gratitude and thanksgiving to the Most Holy
Trinity for having granted us an extraordinary
time of grace. We will entrust the life of the
Church, all humanity, and the entire cosmos
to the Lordship of Christ, asking him to pour
out his mercy upon us like the morning dew,
so that everyone may work together to build a
brighter future.” (no.5).
A special feature of this Holy Year is the fact
that it will be celebrated not only in Rome, but
also in all the other dioceses of the world. The

Holy Door will be opened by the Pope at St.
Peter’s on 8 December, and on the following
Sunday in all the Churches of the world.
Another novelty is that the Pope will grant
the possibility of opening the Holy Door also
in Sanctuaries, where many pilgrims will go in
order to pray.

Mercy is the force that
reawakens us to new life and
instils in us the courage to look
to the future with hope. (MV10)
Pope Francis resumes the teaching of St. John
XXIII, who spoke of the “medicine of Mercy”,
and of Paul VI who identified the spirituality of
Vatican II with that of the Samaritan. The Bull
explains, furthermore, various salient aspects
of the Jubilee: firstly, the motto, “Merciful like
the Father”, then the meaning of pilgrimage
and above all the need for forgiveness. The
theme that is particularly close to the Pope’s
heart is found in section No. 15: the works of
corporal and spiritual mercy are to be resumed
in order to “reawaken our conscience, too often
grown dull in the face of poverty. And let us
enter more deeply into the heart of the Gospel
where the poor have a special experience of
God’s mercy”. A further indication is offered by
Lent, with the sending out of the “Missionaries
of Mercy” (No. 18), a new and original initiative
by which the Pope intends to emphasise
his pastoral care in a more concrete way. In
paragraphs 20 and 21 the Pope considers the
theme of the relationship between justice and
mercy, showing that he does not stop at a
legalistic view, but rather aims at a path that
leads to merciful love.
Paragraph 19 is a powerful appeal against
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organised
violence
and
against those who are
“advocates and accomplices”
of corruption. The Pope uses
strong words to denounce this
“festering wound”, and insists
that during this Holy Year there
must be true conversion: “This
is the opportune moment to
change our lives! This is the
time to allow our hearts to be
touched! When confronted
with evil deeds, even in the
face of serious crimes, it is
the time to listen to the cry
of innocent people who are
deprived of their property,
their dignity, their feelings,
and even their very lives. To
stick to the way of evil will
only leave one deluded and
sad. True life is something
entirely different. God never
tires of reaching out to us. He
is always ready to listen, as I
am too, along with my brother
bishops and priests. All one
needs to do is to accept the
invitation to conversion and
submit oneself to justice
during this special time of
mercy offered by the Church”
(No. 19).
The granting of indulgences
as a traditional theme of the
Jubilee year is expressed in
section No. 22. A final original
aspect is offered by Pope
Francis with regard to mercy
as a theme shared also by
Jews and Muslims: “I trust that
this Jubilee year celebrating
the mercy of God will foster an
encounter with these religions

and with other noble religious
traditions; may it open us to
even more fervent dialogue
so that we might know and
understand one another
better; may it eliminate every
form of closed-mindedness
and disrespect, and drive out
every form of violence and
discrimination” (No. 23).
The Pope’s wish is that this
Year, experienced also in the
sharing of divine mercy, may
be “dedicated to living out
in our daily lives the mercy
which the Father constantly
extends to all of us. In this
Jubilee Year, let us allow God
to surprise us. He never tires
of throwing open the doors
of his heart and repeats that
he loves us and wants to
share his love with us. … In this
Jubilee Year, may the Church
echo the word of God that
resounds strong and clear
as a message and a sign of
pardon, strength, aid, and
love. May she never tire of
extending mercy, and be ever
patient in offering compassion
and comfort. May the Church
become the voice of every
man and woman, and repeat
confidently without end: ‘Be
mindful of your mercy, O
Lord, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of
old’”.
http://www.news.va/en/news/
summary-of-the-misericordiaevultus-bull-of-indict

Pope Francis. Creative Commons: Martin Schulz, 2014

The Church is
commissioned
to announce the
mercy of God, the
beating heart of the
Gospel, which in
its own way must
penetrate the heart
and mind of every
person.”
(MV12)
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Mahi o te atawhai o te tinana
CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
“May the words
of the apostle
Paul accompany
us: he or she
who does acts of
mercy, let them
do them with
cheerfulness”
(Rom 12.8)
(MV16)
Pope
Francis
in
Misericordiae Vultus,
encourages us to
reflect on the Corporal
and Spiritual Works
of Mercy.
“It is my burning desire
that, during this Jubilee,
the Christian people may
reflect on the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy. It
will be a way to reawaken our
conscience, too often grown
dull in the face of poverty.
And let us enter more deeply
into the heart of the Gospel
where the poor have a
special experience of God’s
mercy. Jesus introduces us
to these works of mercy in
his preaching so that we can
know whether or not we are
living as his disciples. Let us
rediscover these corporal

works of mercy. The corporal
acts of Mercy are based on
Matthew 25:31-40.
From the Catechism of the
Catholic Church #2447
The works of mercy are
charitable actions by which
we come to the aid of our
neighbour in their spiritual and
bodily necessities. Instructing,
advising,
consoling,
comforting are spiritual works
of mercy, as are forgiving and
bearing wrongs patiently.
The corporal works of mercy
consist especially in feeding
the hungry, sheltering the
homeless,
clothing
the
naked, visiting the sick and
imprisoned, and burying the
dead. Among all these, giving
alms to the poor is one of the
chief witnesses to communal
charity: it is also a work of
justice pleasing to God:
If a brother or sister is ill-clad
and in lack of daily food, and
one of you says to them, “Go
in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the
things needed for the body,
what does it profit? (James
2:15-16)
Corporal works of mercy:
To feed the hungry;
To give drink to the thirsty;
To clothe the naked;
To shelter the harbourless;
To visit the sick;
To ransom the captive;
To bury the dead.

CARITAS
CHALLENGE
Live it!

Will your school participate
in the Caritas Challenge this
year?
The Live it!
sleep out
activity is a really good
way for students to think
about the corporal work of
sheltering the homeless as
they experience what it is to
sleep rough, perhaps only
in a cardboard shelter.
You could combine it with
a solidarity dinner (where
most students get a simple
meal of rice and the “select
few” get a fancy dinner to
show distribution of food
throughout the world) and
meet the corporal work of
feeding the hungry as well!
http://www.caritas.org.nz/
caritas-challenge
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PRACTICAL IDEAS
FOOD COLLECTIONS FOR ST VINNIES clothing collections
RAISING MONEY FOR CAUSES THAT MEET THESE NEEDS
taking students to a local rest home to visit CLEANING UP
A LOCAL CEMETERY learning about the corporal works in
Religious Education classes HELPING OUT AT A LOCAL
HOMELESS SHELTER participating in letter writing campaigns
with organisations that work to end human rights abuses
RUNNING A FAIRTRADE CAFE AS A FUNDRAISER mufti
days Contribute to a food bank HELP IN THE KITCHEN AT
HOME Take only the food you need SHARE YOUR KAI bring
a refreshing drink to someone CONTRIBUTE TO CARITAS
CLEAN WATER PROGRAMMES celebrate our access to water
WELCOME PEOPLE INTO YOUR HOME spend real time with
people need EDUCATE YOURSELF ABOUT WORLD HUNGER
avoid wasting food COLLECT FOR HOSPICE send Mass cards
to families of those who have died  SUPPORT PROGAMS THAT
PROVIDE REHIBILITATION RESOURCES FOR PRISIONERS
BEING RELEASED volunteer at a St Vincent de Paul Shop...
In this year of mercy, as well as coming up with new initiatives, what about
emphasising the force of mercy as you go about the tasks that you usually
do as a school community?
The bunting at the top of the
page is a sample of some
that was created by the
students at Carmel College
during this year. Each vertical
Group had to decorate y7
pieces of bunting for either
the Corporal or Spiritual
works that was strung up
for a whole school Mass.
Next year this school plans
to challenge each Vertical
Group to find a practical
way for the whole group to
engage in living out one of
these during the year. What
will you do?

Mercy in the City: How to Feed the Hungry, Give
Drink to the Thirsty, and Keep Your Day Job
https://youtu.be/TZkfdHRAudw
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Mahi o te atawhai o te tinana
CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
CHANGING THE WORLD THROUGH PRAYERFUL ACTION
The Corporal Works of
Mercy find their origin
in the Scriptures. In the
Jewish Scriptures (the Old
Testament) the prophet Isaiah
tells of God’s call to “share
your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor
into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from
you own kin.” (Isa. 58:7)
The Word became flesh
in the form of Jesus Christ
- the second person of
the Trinity. He experienced
sickness,
hunger
thirst,
nakedness,
estrangement,
imprisonment, and burial.

Jesus tells us that when we
feed the hungry, give drink
to the thirsty, welcome the
stranger, clothe the naked,
take care of the sick, and visit
the imprisoned, we care for
Christ himself (see Matthew
25:32-46).
As early as the third century,
the additional deed burying
the dead was added to the
Corporal Works of Mercy,
to bring the number to
seven. Seven is a significant
number in religious tradition.
The number seven is often
interpreted as completeness
or perfection. Burying the
dead is stressed in the Old

Testament Book of Tobit as an
act of mercy (see Tobit 1:16-18).
In the Corporal Works of
Mercy, we recognise the
sacredness of human life, the
unity of the body and soul, and
each individual’s relationship
with the Creator. In living out
this relationship we discover
that good sentiment alone is
not enough; our feelings of
charity must be accompanied
by acts of charity, physically
building a civilisation of love
one life at a time, that is why
these particular Works of
Mercy are called the Corporal
Works of Mercy – they are
physical acts of charity.

Mahi o te atawhai o te whakawairua
SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
CHANGING THE WORLD THROUGH ACTIVE PRAYER
It is part of the human
condition to suffer even
though no physical harm is
being done. The Spiritual
Works of Mercy recognise
such experiences as sin,
ignorance, doubt, sorrow,
selfishness, trespass, and
abandonment. The Spiritual
Works of Mercy respond
with conversion, instruction,
counsel, comfort, patience,
forgiveness, and prayer.
Their goal is to draw us into
intimate communion with
God and others, reconciling

what justice alone cannot
restore.
To show mercy is to live out
the truth of our lives. Mercy
is only possible because of
the mercy of God. Mercy is
the movement of the Holy
Spirit within the human
heart, inspiring courage and
eloquence far beyond mere
human capabilities.
Examples of the Spiritual
Works of Mercy are amply
illustrated in the Scriptures.
The list of Spiritual Works
of Mercy was developed in

the medieval Church by the
Scholastics, to recognise
that mercy is a physical and
spiritual reality.
Both the CORPORAL AND
THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF
MERCY continue to be taught
today. To practice mercy actively and prayerfully - is to
be like Christ Jesus.
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Jesus... goes
beyond the law;
the company
he keeps with
those the law
considers
sinners makes
us realise the
depth of his
mercy. (MV20)
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RE-IMAGINING THE SPIRITUAL WORKS

through Earth’s Lens
Sr Marlene Perrotte and Sr Joan Brown, OSF
http://goo.gl/oGHfRK
Convert the Sinners encompasses a
heightened consciousness and cognizance
of what constitutes sin. Genocide (destruction
of the earth) and diminishment of life on the
planet for future generations are social sins.
Conversion of sinners requires a change
in lifestyle along with a sustainable energy
economy and standard of living. We must
engage power structures to dramatically
restructure our economic and technological
systems.
Instruct the Ignorant demands more than
the 4R’s: reading, ’riting, ’rithmatic and religion.
In the Buddhist tradition, the ignorant are those
whose eyes have not been opened to reality.
Instructing the ignorant in our day involves a
change in worldview where water, earth, air
and people are not perceived as commodities
to assist in profit making. We must understand
that we can no longer be engaged in dualistic
thinking that separates us from the rest of
the living earth and prevents us from deeply
knowing that we are all one.
Counsel the Doubtful carries hope in the
Spirit of Love. These critical times of ecological
collapse are fraught with hopelessness. We
humans carry within our hearts, cells and flesh
all 13.7 billion years of the history of universe.
Hope is the vitality that drives the courage to
be—to actuate—potential. Hope is the energy
force from within that evokes the desire to
heal, restore and regenerate what is needed to
continue the story of life. We cannot continue
to destroy the wonder and awe of the amazing
life on this planet. We must be carriers of hope
to the hopeless. Where there is hope, there
is life. Where there is life, there is possibility.
Where there is possibility, change can occur.
Comfort the Sorrowful embraces those who
are grieving the loss of family, job, home and
health. Depression and anxiety have reached

epidemic proportions. The sorrowful are also
those grieving the loss of their land through
mountain top removal, drought and salty
sea water permeation. The sorrowful are not
just the human family. The sorrowful are the
entire Earth community. We are experiencing
collective heartaches of conscious creatures.
To comfort the sorrowful means shedding
tears from a contemplative heart that is
sensitive enough to embrace the scars of the
world.
Bear
Wrongs
Patiently
comprises
nonviolence or the path of harmlessness.
Bearing wrongs patiently does not mean
remaining silent in face of structural injustice.
We are called to engage in the long, arduous
struggles of resisting war, demanding clean
water, building equitable economies and
mitigating for people suffering from climate
change. We need humility, patience and
endurance to confront the wrongs of the
world.
Forgive Injuries requires magnanimity
of heart. Injuries can be perpetrated very
consciously without remorse, or they can be
the unintended result of actions by ignorance
of the offender. Both can be deeply harmful
and can cause horrific suffering. It is extremely
difficult to renounce bitterness and rancor.
Memory shapes the field of perception.
Memories of suffering can be a source of
transformation. We are summoned to deep
wisdom which moves us out of the grip of
a prevailing consciousness. We can learn
from our injuries and sufferings and with a
blessed rage overcome old insights and work
for transformation. We do this by building
supportive communities. We bond in solidarity
with others to redirect blessed rage with
a cosmic moral vision and to strive toward
transforming socializing structures to mitigate
the damage that the injuries have caused or
that eliminate the causes of the injuries.
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Pray for the Living and the Dead
exhorts us to enter the profound
mystery of being one with all. This
invitation is an intimate call of the
heart to embrace the communion
of the sacred, which includes
the vastness of the entire planet:
humans, earth, water, air, and all
plants and creatures.

Photo Credit: DonkeyHotey/Creative Commons
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RE-IMAGINING THE CORPORAL WORKS

through Earth’s Lens
Sr Marlene Perrotte and Sr Joan Brown, OSF
http://goo.gl/VLu84W
Feed the Hungry
challenges us to
be systemically
engaged in
protecting the
food supply by
ensuring that food
production does
not contaminate the
soil and by avoiding
genetically modified
organisms (GMOs).
Land concentration
Way to grow! Ripe raspberries growing in a few hands
at Mercy Farm in Benson, Vermont
jeopardizes
agricultural
production as well as distribution of the
food supply. Society as a whole should
responsibly and harmoniously manage Earth
and all the resources that she provides. We
must be ethically and politically involved in
distributive justice and must support policies
for sustainable agriculture remembering that
eating is a moral act.

clothing the Earth through reforestation,
planting trees, growing soil through
composting and planting gardens.
We must also protect farmers from policies
that favor agribusiness and trade pacts
promoting monocultures that deplete the
humus of our Holy Mother Earth. Moreover,
we need to embrace cotton grown without
pesticides and made into clothing by workers
paid a just and living wage.
Shelter the Homeless amplifies our
awareness that our planet is in the throes of
ecological devastation by climate change
and global warming. Worldwide, many
people and living creatures are homeless
and migrating because of flooding, drought,
rising ocean waters and desertification. Loss
of habitat is the primary cause of species
extinction. We are facing a biodiversity crisis.
We are challenged to protect life from
climate chaos, promote less consumptive
homes in wealthy nations, restore habitats,
preserve open spaces and demand policies
for sustainable development.

Give Drink to the Thirsty expands
our understanding to include water
as a right for all living beings. Onethird of humanity lives in areas of
water stress. One billion people have
access only to contaminated water.
Water is a public service that should
not be privatized, commodified or
sold. Water sources are public trust.
Clothe the Naked demands our
engagement to promote life-affirming
clothing and to protect the lungs of
our home planet, Earth. Our Earth
is being denuded of trees and
Two-year-old Ismael receives a drink of water. His caretaker, Kariya,
vegetation. Rainforests are being
walks a long distance every day to fetch water at a displacement camp
cleared. We need to contribute to
in Darfur. Credit: UN Photo/Albert Gonzalez Farran
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Visit the Sick and Dying involves the
insight that we are all part of the sickness of
consumerism and greed. Illnesses manifest
with increasing severity as climate change
opens doors to more vector-transmitted and
waterborne diseases, malaria, dengue fever
and malnutrition. Plants and other creatures
also suffer from ecosystems overburdened
with pesticides and ecological imbalance
stemming from industrialized agriculture.
Nuclear weapons, war, fossil-fuel burning,
and harmful industrial chemicals affect the
ecosystem and are responsible for many
diseases.
Overconsumption cannot be sustained.
Consuming just what we need holds at bay
the greed of the “free market.”

Our human influence on the
planet is so drastic that life as
we have known it is in jeopardy.
We must strive for adequate
health care for all God’s people
as a human right.

The green roof system at McAuley Center in Farmington Hills,
Michigan, utilizes herbs, grasses, mosses and drought-tolerant
succulents and provides numerous ecological benefits.

greatest extinction of living species we
have known in 63 million years. Mourning
and reverencing so much of creation
passing away impels us to reduce our
Visit the Imprisoned includes those who
and global carbon footprint on
It
will be
Year of Mercy.
I ambyconfident thatpersonal
the whole
stand
up atoHoly
the systems
of injustice
We
want
to
live
in
the
light
of
the
Church,
which
is
in
such
need
this
beloved
planet Earth.
protesting such things as illegal logging,

word of the Lord: “Be merciful, of mercy for we are sinners, will
torture, war and privatization of water. The
even as your Father is merciful” be able to find in Offer
this Jubilee
Clean Air to the Gasping is another
imprisoned
might
also
be
caged
chickens
that
(cf. Lk 6:36). And this especially the joy of rediscovering
and
work of mercy
not known in gospel time. It
live
their
lives in
area barely
largefruitful God’s
applies
towhole
confessors!
Soan
much
rendering
mercy,
advocates lifestyles that allow humans and
enough
mercy! to turn around in and drink
withmedicated
which we are all called to
all beings
to breathe the breath of life. We
water with a beak cut off at a young
Or to every
give age.
comfort
man and
livetime.
on a planet
that has evolved over 13.7
Thisimprisoned
Holy Year will
commence
woman
Do
the
might
be animalsevery
that are
fed of our
billion
years
in
amazing
ways. At first there
on the Solemnity
not spent
forget that God forgives all,
hormones
and whose of
last the
days are
was no
oxygen,
but it evolved and allowed
Immaculate
Conception
God forgives always.
Let
us
in feed stockades
awaitingand
massand
slaughter.
will
conclude
on
Sunday,
20
never
tire
of
asking
forgiveness.
life on Earth to begin. Clean air requires that
Imprisoned souls could also be those who
November 2016, the Solemnity
we reduce greenhouse gases to 350 parts
live trapped in consumerism, victims of mind
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of Let us henceforth per
entrust
thisThis impels us to reduce our
million.
and
spirit control.
We must
in solidarity
the Universe
and living
face work
of Year
to the Mother
of
Mercy,
carbon footprint to optimize life on our little
to
oppressive
laws
structures
theeliminate
Father’s mercy.
I entrust
theandthat
she turn her gaze upon us
green and blue planet.
which
imprison
the
very to
lifethe
of this
planet.
organization
of this
Jubilee
and
watch over our journey: our
Pontifical Council for Promoting penitential journey, our yearthe New
in order
long journey
with an open heart,
Bury
theEvangelisation,
Dead ritualises
the passing
of
that
it
may
come
to
life
as
a
new
to
receive
the
indulgence of
another. Humans are dying in increasing
step on the
journey in
God,
numbers
in Church’s
severe weather
events
liketo receive the mercy of
her
mission
to
bring
the
Gospel
God.
droughts, hurricanes, floods, typhoons and
of mercy to each person.

mudslides. We are also dealing with the
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PRAYER RESOURCES
As the year progresses, the working group hope to develop and share resources for use
in schools to highlight the corporal and spiritual works in different months throughout
the year. To give you a heads up the following are the themes proposed for each month.
December

Opening of the Jubilee of Mercy

January

Reflection Day for Staff

February

Opening school Mass/Ash Wednesday Liturgy

March

Lent

Image source: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/
b7/86/e6/b786e64e754b2d895071cb8cd0713051.jpg

Corporal Works

Spiritual Works

April

Feed the Hungry

Mt 25: 35a

Instruct the Ignorant

May

Drink for the Thirsty

Mt 25: 35b

Bear Wrongs
Patiently

June

Welcome the stranger

Mt 25: 35c

Admonish the
Sinners

July

Visit the imprisoned

Mt 25: 36c

Counsel the Doubtful

August

Clothe the Naked

Tobit 1:17

Pray for the Living
and the Dead

September

Visit the sick

Mt 25: 36b

Comfort the Afflicted

October

Bury the Dead

Mt 25: 36a

Forgive Offenses
willingly

November

Close of the Year of Mercy

Mt 18: 5

Mt 6: 14

19

This is the
opportune
moment to
change our
lives!
This is the
time to allow
our hearts to
be touched! ”
(MV19)

Year 1: God Strand: God made all of us and we are special
Year 2: People are called to appreciate God’s gifts and be grateful for them
Key Understanding to develop : God shows us Mercy so we need to show Mercy in our lives
Building up children’s Activities that will engage students with the key understandings:
December
empathy and
Starter:
2015
gratitude.
• Show them clips of where other kids sleep and how they get to school – www.boredpanda.com/dangerous-journey-to-school
• Compare/contrast how we sleep/our bedrooms www.jamesmollison.com/books/where-children-sleep
When we perform an • Write about/draw their bedroom “Thank you God for my room because I have…”
act of goodness to
• Go home and ask “how did you/Nana/Pop get to school? Share this
others we are acting
• Look at images of schools around the world and compare to theirs
for Jesus. We are
www.theguardian.com/education/gallery/2012/sep/14/schools-around-the-world-children
Jesus’ hands and feet. • Break down the meaning of Mercy –looks like/feels like/sounds like
Break down the corporal works of Mercy
• feed the hungry
Seeing in every
(kind actions that help others with their everyday physical needs) =
• clothe the cold
person the face of
what do we do at our school to show these /how does your family do this – record their thinking
• visit the sick
God
Activities that will engage students with the key understanding:
February
What corporal works would be hard to do? Why?
2016
Read Matthew 25: 34-50
Read “Images of God – God is Mercy”
Turn your class door into a Door of Mercy. Put photos of all
Add to “God is…” wall
students, Pope, Cardinal and Priest on the door.
• drink to the thirsty
• bury the dead
Romans 12:20
Feel hungry
Think pair/share some ways we can feed the hungry in our community. Add these ideas to an Action sheet to choose from at the end
of each term.
Thirst
What are some other things that people might be thirsty for besides drink – longing for or wanting badly. i.e.: thirsty for friends
Feed Hungry
Avoid wasting food / Look at images of other children’s lunch boxes / Have a bake sale and donate to a food bank – add to Action
Sheet
Clothe
Luke 3:11 (clean clothes)
Harbour
Donate their old clothes to charity – add to Action Sheet
Look back at bedrooms around the world and see what others may need – add to Action Sheet
Visit the sick
Discuss local retirement villages – list ways we can visit/help them – add to Action Sheet
Set imprisoned free We can’t set free prisoners but we can set people free from what we think about them – forgiveness – sit with someone different –
add to Action Sheet
Bury the dead
We attend funerals and pray for their souls – this is a great act of love
Teach them the Prayer of Eternal Rest – children to write their own prayer for someone past
Act out one ‘Works of Mercy’ in pairs – no words! – others to guess which one it is (actions speak louder than words)
Read 1 John 3: 17-18
“The only thing we cannot do, is do nothing at all”
Choose two actions from the Action Sheet to do as a class.

In this Jubilee
Year, may the
Church echo the
word of God that
resounds strong
and clear as a
message and a
sign of pardon,
strength, aid, and
love. (MV25)

Year 1/2 Curriculum Day - Year of Mercy
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CURRICULUM LINKS
PRIMARY CURRICULUM

The following page is from a resource from the Wellington
Archdiocese that gives great ideas for the year of mercy. http://
wn.catholic.org.nz/document-library/doc_download/307year-of-mercy-key-understanding is the link if you want to
read more!
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CURRICULUM LINKS
SECONDARY CURRICULUM
The teachers in our Catholic schools are our best resources as they
are the ones most able to adapt and develop resources that meet
the learning needs of the students they teach.
Rather than creating new resources, the focus of the working group
was to identify areas of the NCRS curriculum that the theme of mercy
could be highlighted.
“In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature of God as that of a Father who
never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with compassion
and mercy. (9) “ An emphasis on the Scriptures relating to the theme of mercy is possible in
particular in the following units: 9B, 10G, 11c, 12E. The document found at https://goo.gl/
wc0FFa lists all of the Scripture Passages referred to in Misericordiae Vultus.
For students completing Achievement standard 91724 Explain a significant theme in a sacred
text within a religious tradition - what about having mercy as the significant theme for 2016?
9H, 10F and 10H give good opportunity to emphasise the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
the abundance of the mercy of God. 11B is also an opportunity to include this dimension when
students learn about conscience.
“There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond the confines of the Church. It relates us
to Judaism and Islam, both of which consider mercy to be one of God’s most important
attributes. (MV23)” The Year 12A unit gives a special opportunity to look at the attribute of
mercy from different faith traditions. Islam is often referred to as the Religion of Mercy and this
article describes mercy in different early religions including Judaism http://www.visualwriter.
com/HumanCond/OntologyOfGod6Mercy.htm
“The pages of the Old Testament are steeped in mercy, because they narrate the works
that the Lord performed in favour of his people at the most trying moments of their
history. (MV23)” The Year 10B unit on journey stories also teachers to emphasise the mercy
that God showed to the Israelites at challenging times in their history.
“From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of God, the great river of
mercy wells up and overflows unceasingly. (MV25)” The year 11A unit on the Trinity is another
opportunity to look at mercy as the essence of God.
12D Loss Death Grief and Dying gives a practical opportunity to talk about the corporal work of
mercy of burying the dead and the spiritual work of praying for the living and the dead.
How do you see justice and mercy working together to create a just and merciful world? The
Year 12B unit on Justice and Peace is a context to discuss this question and even develop
some lasting actions for justice and mercy.
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SAMPLE LITURGY
for Ash Wednesday and Waitangi Day
Opening hymn/song:
National Anthem in Māori and English
Song/Hymn/Himene suggestions:
Out of Ashes: Michael Mangan
Come Back to Me (Hosea): John Michael
Talbot
Tama ngākau mārie
Micah’s Song
Act Justly: John Burland
Create a new heart: Michael Mangan
Aotearoa: Stan Walker
Opening prayer:
All praise to you heavenly Father,
God of all creation
We gather today as a school community
made in your image and likeness, to praise
you by our words and actions of kindness and
compassion.
You have gifted us with the ability to see and
be seen, in acts of compassion and mercy.
Bless our school and all who abide in it. May it
continue to be a home of faith, learning, truth,
compassion and mercy for all. We ask you
Lord to stay close beside us today and always.
Amen
Setting the Prayer Focus
Today we begin a journey which we travel with
our Lord. We are invited to open the door to
God’s mercy so that we may see the love and
compassion of our Father and in turn be God’s
face of mercy on Earth.
Our prayer focus today represents our school
as a faith community. .
As we celebrate this 176th Waitangi Day,
we revel in the multicultural richness of our
country that has been built on our bi-cultural
heritage.
We bring to the table a lit candle.
The presence of Hehu Karaiti is felt here with
us. The flame of Te Wairua Tapu burns in us
all, igniting within us a love of all life. As the
candle glows we revel in the warmth of God’s
compassion and mercy.

We bring to the table a copy of Te Tiriti o
Waitangi.
The Treaty of Waitangi is the founding document
of our Nation, Aotearoa New Zealand. Its
presence reminds us that we are a nation rich
in history and resources. And that we as New
Zealanders must work together to create a
country we can all call home.
We bring to the table our Holy Bible
The word of Te Atua speaks to us of His love
for us all. We follow The Word in all we do as
people of mercy.
We bring to the table a (native plant)
Life and nature are part of God’s creation. As
kaitiaki we are called to care for all living things.
We bring to the table fresh water
Water is the source of all life and a symbol of our
new life through Baptism. During Lent we reflect
on how we can create life giving opportunities
for others.
We bring to the table Ashes
These ashes are the burnt palms from Palm
Sunday last year. Out of Ashes new seeds are
sown. Through our Ash Wednesday blessing
today we too will be renewed and inspired.
(Song/Hymn/Himene) as or after the items are
brought forward
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
Jesus said to the disciples: “Beware of practicing
your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven.... And whenever you pray, do
not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
P. The Gospel of the Lord!
C. Praise to you, O Christ!
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Reflection:
We are celebrating the Jubilee of Mercy, and
Lent is ALL about MERCY! There are many
words that we could use to describe Mercy.
We could say that mercy is aroha, love,
compassion, tika, justice, caring, knowing
when we do things wrong and trying to do
better - all tied up in one word!
Pope Francis loves the idea of mercy and has
asked us to make this a special year for mercy.
He has also said that every diocese has to
have a special door. (Does anyone know
where the special door is in our city?)
In today’s reading Jesus tells us to go to our
rooms and shut the door and pray. I think
Jesus is reminding us that it is really important
to pray, especially during Lent! Prayer also
helps us to make sure that our relationships
with other people are good.
When the Maori Chiefs and the early European
settlers were signing the Treaty of Waitangi 176
years ago perhaps they were thinking about
how they could get on together well and have
good relationships with each other. Let us
make this our focus for this Lent also, that we
respect the dignity of everyone and try our
best to have good relationships with everyone.
Now we are going to distribute the ashes.
These ashes come from burnt palms from
Palm Sunday last year. They will be placed on
our forehead as a sign that we want to show
the face of mercy to others this year and that
God always shows us mercy.
When you come forward to receive the Ashes
the minister will say “Turn away from sin and
be faithful to the Gospel” or “Remember that
the Lord is Mercy” and you need to respond:
Amen.
Ashes are distributed.
You might like to sing while this happens or
play reflective music.
Prayer of the faithful.
Remembering we are prayerful people we ask
God to hear and answer our prayers.
1.
E te Atua o Atawhai, God of Mercy,
Thank you for Pope Francis who helps us to
develop a better understanding of your mercy.
E te Ariki... whakarongo mai ra ki a Matou

2. E te Atua o Atawhai, God of Mercy,
Care for all people of Aotearoa New Zealand so
that we may stand together in faith and peace
forever.
E te Ariki... whakarongo mai ra ki a Matou
3. E te Atua o Atawhai, God of Mercy,
As we begin this season of Lent, help us to pray
more so that we may then show our faces of
mercy to others.
E te Ariki... whakarongo mai ra ki a Matou
4. E te Atua o Atawhai, God of Mercy,
Being people of mercy means that we treat
everyone with respect. Help us as we make
a really big effort this lent to show aroha to
everyone.
E te Ariki... whakarongo mai ra ki a Matou
E te Ariki 				
Whakarongo mai ra ki a matou
E te Ariki 				
Titiro mai ra ki a matou 		
Tenei matou 				
O tamariki 				
E whakapono ana matou 		
Ki a Koe Aue! Aue! 			
Te Matua te Tamaiti 			
Wairua tapu e			

Oh Lord
Listen to us
Oh Lord
Look at us
This is us
Your children
We believe
In you
Father, Son
Holy Spirit

E te Atua Aroha,
God of Love help us as we journey through Lent.
As we pray may we see that everyone is special
and precious in your eyes. May this help us to
love you and love others more and more.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Combined school treaty
(prior to the liturgy, classes will be given a
‘puzzle piece’ signed by all members of the
class. This will form part of the school wide
puzzle at this point. )
As a sign of our commitment to the promises
made on the first Waitangi Day, 6th February
1840, we ask each class representative(s)
to come forward with their puzzle piece to
complete our school treaty.
(Song/Hymn/Himene)
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A CLIMATE OF MERCY
Cardinal John Dew
The late Brother Roger, of the ecumenical Taizé
Community, once said ‘mercy is the only climate
in which we meet God’.
Analysts say the word ‘mercy’ is the word Pope
Francis uses the most; and he has now announced
the Year of Mercy, 8 December 2015 through to 20
November 2016.
He begins his letter announcing the Year of
Mercy by saying ‘Jesus Christ is the face of the
Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up
the mystery of the Christian faith.’ (Misericordiae
Vultus, 1).
When this Year of Mercy was announced, several
people asked me if this meant there was going to
be another big push for more frequent use of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Yes, I think it does
mean that. But it also means much more than that.
In his earlier writing, the apostolic exhortation
Evangelli Gaudium – The Joy of the Gospel – the
Pope insisted mercy should be characteristic
of everything the Church does. He was telling
us we should make mercy the central reality
of the Church’s life and mission; that our whole
attitude towards others should be one of mercy,
welcoming, acceptance and forgiveness.
I would love everyone – and I encourage
everyone – to read the Pope’s Misericordiae
Vultus. It is easily found on the Vatican website
and is wonderful material for prayer and reflection.
If we learn to live in a climate of mercy we will
reflect God to one another.
Remember those words from the finale of Les
Miserables and the song that became very
popular, ‘To love another person is to see the face
of God’. When we show love, mercy, forgiveness,
and acceptance of another we both see the face
of God.
In one part of this document, Pope Francis
reminds us of something many of us learnt and
were encouraged to live by, and which we don’t
hear so much of these days. I am speaking of the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. He writes:
‘It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee,
the Christian people may reflect on the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to
reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in
the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply
into the heart of the Gospel where the poor have a
special experience of God’s mercy.

Jesus introduces us to these works of
mercy in his preaching so that we can
know whether or not we are living as
his disciples. Let us rediscover these
corporal works of mercy: to feed the
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe
the naked, welcome the stranger,
heal the sick, visit the imprisoned,
and bury the dead.
And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy:
to counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant,
admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive
offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and
pray for the living and the dead.’ MV15.
The corporal and spiritual works of mercy are
not out of date, they are not old-fashioned, but
are needed as much today as ever. When we
live them we are creating the climate of mercy in
which we meet God.
In this Year of Mercy we are told this will be the
opportune moment to change our lives!
It will be a time to allow our hearts to be touched!
The Council of Priests and the archdiocesan
Pastoral Council have begun to plan events and
ceremonies for the Year of Mercy.
The opening of the year will be at the Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart in Wellington on Tuesday 8
December – our Diocesan Feast day – and there
will be many other events around the Archdiocese.
However, the year will only be one of grace and
growth when we all try to make it such; when in our
homes, families, schools, work-places, the places
where we recreate and socialise, we consciously
try to create a climate of mercy so we truly meet
God.
As Pope Francis says, ‘Mercy is the only climate
in which we meet God’, as we intentionally and
willfully try to create that climate we become
‘Merciful like the Father’.
June 2015
from http://wn.catholic.org.nz/wel-comarticles/4209-cardinal-john-s-column-a-climateof-mercy
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At the foot of
the Cross, Mary,
together with
John, the disciple
of love, witnessed
the words of
forgiveness
spoken by Jesus.
This supreme
expression of
mercy towards
those who crucified
him show us the
point to which the
mercy of God can
reach.” (MV24)

• Welcome, introduction &
preparation to pray
• Lighting of candles
• Opening Prayer
• Introduction
• Scripture reading
• Corporal/Spiritual Works
handout
• ‘Acts of Mercy’ activity
• Prayer
• Blessing

1 reader

3 candle lighters

Approximate time required: 20 mins

The structure and ideas included are just suggestions. Please feel free to modify or add to the wording to make
the experience more personal and relevant for your staff. Adding you own touches will not only make the
experience more enriching for you personally, but also for the rest of your group.

NB: Sections identified as ‘Leader’ may be divided amongst different people but it is helpful to have a
recognisable leader of the prayer.

Go Forth

Respond

Listen

Gather

Creating the space:
Where possible, arrange chairs in a circle or semi-circle around a prayer focus point. Try to create different
heights in your prayer focus – even if you conceal a book or box under your cloth to create a different height.
Items to incorporate in your prayer focus:
ü Blue, green and yellow cloths ( the logo colours)
ü The Year of Mercy candle and two plain white candles labelled ‘Head’, ‘Heart’ and ‘Hands’ (+
matches to light the candles)
ü Bible – open at the appropriate page(a book stand or small easel is ideal to display the Bible)
ü Cross or crucifix
You will also need:
ü Copies of the prayer outline for readers.
ü Copies of the prayer handout for the group.
ü Cut out templates of feet/hand and pens – enough for each person in the group.

Be Giving:

Each of the prayers in the series follows a common structure of:
Gather - Listen - Respond - Go Forth

The prayer is intended for use with staff groups in a Catholic school community but can be easily adapted to
other contexts.

Thanks for leading this prayer based on the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Dear Prayer Leader,

Introduction - for the Prayer Leader

Leader:

Lord Jesus Christ,

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power
above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the
Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!”

All:

Let us pray.

And open our hearts to hold your Spirit of Mercy (light ‘heart’ candle)

Candle lighter 3:

(light ‘Mercy” candle)

Open our hands to do your work.

Candle lighter 2:

(light ‘hands’ candle)

As we gather here in your name,
Open our minds to know your voice.

Ki te ingoa o te Matua, o te Tamaiti o te Wairua Tapu. Ameme

Let’s now begin by reminding ourselves that we gather …

(Ring a chime or bell then pause for two minutes of silence. Ring the chime again to
end the silence)

Working in a school, we are giving to students and to others nearly every minute of
every day. We particularly give our energy, so let’s pause for a moment of silence
before we pray. … With each breath in we receive and with each breath out we give
… receiving … giving … Because we have received, we have the capacity to give.

In today’s prayer we are called to Be Mercy – to be generous with our time; with our
skills; and with our resources in order to make a difference in the lives of others. In many
ways, it’s easy to give money to charity and not really engage with the cause – it’s a
‘quick fix’ solution. To genuinely give of ourselves is a completely different matter.

As this is the Jubilee year of Mercy, our prayer today begins our focus on ways in which
we might “see the face of Mercy and be the face of Mercy” One way we can show
Mercy in our lives is to follow the Spiritual and Corporal works of Mercy.

Candle lighter 1:

All:

Leader:

The leader welcomes those present and acknowledges the gift of coming together in prayer.

We Gather

YEAR OF MERCY

26

LITURGY beginning the Year of Mercy

(Optional) Leader invites group members to share something of their reflection on the
reading or their own experience.

(Ring a chime or bell then pause for two or three minutes of silence. Ring the chime
again to end the silence)

I invite you now to spend a few moments in silence. Read back over the passage …
allow a particular word or phrase to really speak to you … you might like to say that
word or phrase over and over in your mind like a mantra.

H ead,+ H eart+ and+ H ands.wm v

As the slide show plays, I invite you to come forward and take one of the cut out hands
or feet from the prayer space. You might like to write on one side a ‘Mercy’ action that
you will undertake in the next week.

Let’s listen now to the song:

(Allow time for group to read and reflect.)

You each have a copy of the Spiritual and Corporal works of Mercy.
Take a few moments to read the handout and reflect on the ways in which you can
‘See Mercy, Be Mercy”

God of Mercy,
You gave us your son, Jesus, as a model of the just life.
Teach us to see the world through his eyes;
To reach out to one another in this community with his hands;
To walk the path of justice and mercy with his feet.

All:

As we go about our day, O God;
As we strive to walk with Jesus as people of Mercy and justice.
Remind us that we are the compassion of Christ,
Who is with us always.

All:

May your grace, mercy and peace,
Bless us, keep us and transform us all this day,
Now and forever.
Amen.

And let’s pray our blessing prayer over one another.

Leader:

We make our prayer through Jesus, your Word. Amen.

Let’s bring all our thoughts together now and place them before God in prayer.

Leader:

We Go Forth

Leader:

We Respond

Leader:

Provide homeless people with a place to stay.
Give naked people clothes to wear.
Provide for the needs of your own family.
Then the light of my blessing will shine on you like the rising sun.

Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader 2:
All:

(pause…)

Share your food with hungry people.

Reader 1:

Reader 1:

Set free those who are crushed. Break every evil chain.

Untie the ropes that hold people as slaves.

Reader 2:

Reader 2:

Here is the way I want you to fast:
Set free those who are held by chains without any reason.

Reader 1:

Do you think that is the way I want you to fast?

When you fast, it ends in arguing and fighting.

Reader 2:

Reader 2:

You take advantage of all of your workers.

Reader 1:

The way you are now fasting keeps your prayers from being heard in heaven.

On the day when you fast, you do as you please.

Reader 1:

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Reader 2:

(Isaiah 58:1-8)

Let’s listen to how he conveys God’s message to them about a new way of
understanding fasting…

The call to Be Mercy is a call to integrity. It is a call to make sure that our actions are a
true reflection of what we proclaim.
In the writings of the prophets of the Old Testament we have a record of the many,
many times that God called the people back to faithfulness; back to integrity; and
back to justice. God was a God of Mercy.
One of the most forthright of these prophets was Isaiah, who didn’t pull his punches
when he called the people to account for themselves.

Reader 1:

Leader:

We Listen

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of
Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and
ever.
Amen

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.
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Ki te ingoa o te Matua, o te Tamaiti o te
Wairua Tapu. Ameme

And let’s pray our blessing prayer over one another.
As we go about our day, O God;
As we strive to walk with Jesus as people of Mercy and
justice.
Remind us that we are the compassion of Christ,
Who is with us always May your grace, mercy and peace,
Bless us, keep us and transform
Now and forever
Amen

Leader:
All:

We Listen
(Isaiah 58:1-8)
On the day when you fast, you do as you please. You take advantage of
all of your workers. When you fast, it ends in arguing and fighting. The way

Amen

Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever
and ever.

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in order
that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let
everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by
God. Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so
that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and your
Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the
blind.

God of Mercy,
You gave us your son, Jesus, as a model of the just life.
Teach us to see the world through his eyes;
To reach out to one another in this community with his
hands;
To walk the path of justice and mercy with his feet.
We make our prayer through Jesus, your Word. Amen.

All:

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests
his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your
visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.

Let’s bring all our thoughts together now and place them
before God in prayer.

An Act of Mercy (foot/hand template)

Leader:

We Go Forth

Ritual:

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to
the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!”

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by
money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in
created things; made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise
to the repentant thief.

Show the Spiritual and Corporal works of Mercy PowerPoint/Handout

Thanks be to God.

Show us your face and we will be saved.

All:
We Respond

Lord Jesus Christ,

All:

Then the light of my blessing will shine on you like the rising sun.

you are now fasting keeps your prayers from being heard in heaven. Do
you think that is the way I want you to fast? Here is the way I want you to
fast: Set free those who are held by chains without any reason. Untie the
ropes that hold people as slaves. Set free those who are crushed. Break
every evil chain. Share your food with hungry people. Provide homeless
people with a place to stay. Give naked people clothes to wear. Provide
for the needs of your own family.

You have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and have told
us that whoever sees you sees Him.

Let us pray.

Leader:

The Year of Mercy candle is lit. The hand and heart candle is lit.

All:

We Gather
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RESOURCE LINKS
for professional development
There are many resources available that help teachers and students
develop their own understanding of the mercy of God. The following
links may be useful.
Video resources
A short video about Pope Francis and forgiveness for all https://goo.gl/AoENcL
A summary video on the year is available at https://youtu.be/q6vyoQmvYrM

Powerpoint Resources
Mercy today from St Mary’s Press https://goo.gl/QX12tH
The Mercy of God https://goo.gl/wj9mWD
Community and Service https://goo.gl/beODqT
https://goo.gl/J9l86M is the link to a powerpoint resource for teaching about caring for the
poor and vulnerable in the year of mercy
Text resources
Mercy by Walter Kasper is an outstanding text to really deepen an understanding of the
Mercy of God - this is the book that Pope Francis said has done him ‘so much good’. Jo
O’Donovan rsm also offers reflections on this book available from:
http://www.mercyworld.org/news_centre/view_article.cfm?loadref=0&id=1218
The Pastoral Planning Website has resources that can be purchased for the year at http://
store.pastoralplanning.com/juyeofme.html
Liturgy resources
An Opening Staff Mass highlighting the theme of mercy is available here https://goo.
gl/68Eiqo
Movenote
A Movenote presentation from the Christchurch Catholic Education Office is one way to learn
more about the Year of Mercy. https://www.movenote.com/v/ghkrhft45Kl
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HYMN FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY
This Hymn was composed and written by students at Carmel College in Auckland, Jessica Rogers,
Kate Howard and Nandita Bhatnagar. The students met with the members of the working party for the
year of mercy resources. They listened to the discussions on Misericordiae Vultus and added their own
reflections on the document.
The students were given guidelines for the songwriting to make it accessible to students in both primary
and secondary schools and to have a simple chorus that year 1 students can remember! Not an easy
task. However, the three students have written the words and music to a beautiful song that they are
happy to share for use during the Year of Mercy at other Catholic schools throughout New Zealand.
The footnotes below give some insight into the links the students made to Misericordiae Vultus.
Thank you also to Ryan Youens for transcribing and typesetting the music and preparing the backing
track. www.ryanyouens.com.
The music and a backing track are available here
Click here for a download of the piano score, vocal score and a lyric sheet

1. Pope Francis reminds us to daily praise God in the words of the psalm “for his mercy endures
forever- MV7
2. MV14 talks about the journey of each of us makes in this life. Te wā is about recognising and
cherishing each moment of our journey of life. We are pilgrims travelling along this road of mercy.
3. MV6 describes the love that is mercy as gushing “forth from the depths naturally, full of
tenderness and compassion, indulgence and mercy.”
4. The journey of mercy is about growing in the love of God, MV22
5. MV19 discusses the corruption that comes from a focus on ourselves rather than others.
6. Pope Francis encourages each of us in MV17 to return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation to
help us to grow closer to God.
7. This is the time to allow our hearts to be touched - MV19
8. MV10 describes mercy as a force that reawakens us to new life and instils in us the courage to
look to the future with hope.
9. God “wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful” - MV9
10. Throughout the document Pope Francis calls us to repent through celebrating the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, e.g. MV17, MV18.
11. MV22 talks about being free through receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the
Scriptural passages the document also identifies how Jesus freed people through his healing
actions.
12. This is a special time of mercy offered by the Church - MV19
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Te wā
Every word that we speak
Every step that we take
Every time that we sleep
Every time that we wake
We want to praise you (1)
For everything that you do
We want to love you
And grow closer to you
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy (2)
And passing time
Of aroha (3)
Of love
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha (4)
Of love
From God above
When we turn from our God
When we start to do wrong
When we leave faith behind
When we are self-involved (5)
Please help us to know you
And everything that you do
We want to love you
And grow closer to you. (6)

Te wā te wā (7)
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha
Of love
From God above
We unite through the forces
Of mercy (8)
We are called to live happily (9)
We unite through the forces
Of mercy
We are called to repent (10)
And be free (11)
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha
Of love
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time (12)
Of aroha
Of love
From God above

Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha
Of love

© Lyrics and melody by Jessica Rogers, Kate Howard and Nandita Bhatnagar inspired by
Misericordiae Vultus. All rights reserved.
This music is available for use in New Zealand schools and parishes to celebrate the
Jubilee Year of Mercy. Please attribute the artists if you are using this music.
Thank you to Ryan Youen for helping the students transcribe the music.
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Te Wā
inspired by Misericordiae Vultus

Jessica Rogers, Kate Howard
and Nandita Bhatnagar

INCLUDED
Piano score
Vocal score
Lyric sheet
This music is available for free use in Aotearoa New Zealand to
celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Please attribute the artists if you are using this music.
© 2015 by Jessica Rogers, Kate Howard and Nandita Bhatnagar. All Rights Reserved.
Music transcribed and typeset by Ryan Youens, www.ryanyouens.com.
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inspired by Misericordiae Vultus
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INTRO (Bm G D F#7)

VERSE 1 (Bm G D F#7)
Every word that we speak
Every step that we take
Every time that we sleep
Every time that we wake
We want to praise you
For everything that you do
We want to love you
And grow closer to you
CHORUS (D G D C A7)
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha
Of love
Te wā te wā
The journey of mercy
And passing time
Of aroha
Of love
From God above

VERSE 2 (Bm G D F#7)
When we turn from our God
When we start to do wrong
When we leave faith behind
When we are self-involved
Please help us to know you
And everything that you do
We want to love you
And grow closer to you.
CHORUS (D G D C A7)

BRIDGE x2 (F# G A D)
We unite through the forces
Of mercy
We are called to live happily
We unite through the forces
Of mercy
We are called to repent
And be free
CHORUS (D G D C A7 D)
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IMAGES

VISUALS for the YEAR OF MERCY
What our students see around the classroom can help them to reflect on the year of mercy. Perhaps
as you examine the various corporal and spiritual works of mercy simple statements such as those
below could be printed and put up by any crucifix or image of Christ around the school. These would
serve as a visual reminder that in our brothers and sisters we meet Christ.
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ARE YOU A PINTEREST FAN?
These are some creative ideas from Pinterest to help younger students learn about
the mercy of God. Go to https://www.pinterest.com/annarsm/year-of-mercy-ideas/
for sources and more ideas

Jesus shows mercy to Zacchaeus
Cut a green shape for the tree and glue
to a craft stick. Hole punch a hole and
lace a string through it. Students draw
their own person and staple to the string
to help Zacchaeus climb the tree and
come back down!

Pray for the dead
During the month of November
students could write and decorate
prayers for those who have died.

Jesus the Good Shepherd or the
Lost sheep?
Inviting each student to place their
fingerprints to make the sheep could
be a class activity that reminds us
that God’s mercy is for all

Last minute lesson activities...

And some great reconciliation ideas can be found!

Of course there is an
app for that!
FREE 365 Days to Mercy app, is designed to
accompany you on a
spiritual journey during
the Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope
Francis. The official Year
of Mercy is December
8, 2015 to November
20, 2016, but daily inspiration, stories, and
news will be in the app
beginning November
20, 2015, giving you a
full 365 Days to Mercy.
Download from
https://itunes.apple.
com/us/app/365days-to-mercy/
id1037168696?mt=8
or https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.kbf.
app20965685.
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Images and Infographics
There are also many images and
infographics on Pinterest that are useful in
celebrating the year of mercy

Pray for the dead
Connecting the Stations of the Cross with
the corporal works of mercy

Useful videos on the Sacrament of
Reconciliation
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SHOW US, O GOD, YOUR MERCY

Invoking the Mercy of God in the Order of Mass
This resource would be useful when teaching units such as Eucharist and the
Church’s Year, Meaning and Significance of Eucharist, Sacraments of Initiation,
or even Expressions
of Catholic
LifeInvoking
when the
there
is an
opportunity
focus on
“Show Us, O Lord,
Your Mercy”:
Mercy
of God
in the Order to
of Mass
Eucharist.
With the forthcoming Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, beginning December 8, 2015 through
November 20, 2016, Pope Francis has invited the Church to rediscover and to celebrate the centrality of
God’s mercy in our world and our lives. In his announcement of the Holy Year of Mercy the Holy Father
declared, “I am confident that the whole Church, which is in such need of mercy for we are sinners, will
be able to find in this Jubilee the joy of rediscovering and rendering fruitful God’s mercy, with which we
are all called to give comfort to every man and every woman of our time.… Let us henceforth entrust
this Year to the Mother of Mercy, that she turn her gaze upon us and watch over our journey” (Homily
at the Celebration of Penance, March 13, 2015).
In the celebration of the Mass, the critical role of God’s mercy frequently comes to the fore. As
imperfect human beings, we encounter in the Mass God’s merciful offer to raise us up and to give us
hope and strength despite our weaknesses. In order to prepare for the upcoming Jubilee of Mercy, as
well as to assist delving deeper into the content of the Mass itself, there follows a concise list of
moments in the Order of Mass when the mercy of God is explicitly acknowledged or sought. Those who
preach on the theme of mercy might wish to draw their hearers’ attention to some of these passages,
both to help strengthen their appreciation for God’s mercy and to help them pray the Mass with greater
devotion.
In addition to the texts from the Order of Mass, there are innumerable references to God’s mercy which
are encountered both in the proper prayer texts for the various Masses, as well as in the Scripture
passages proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word. Furthermore, there are numerous other moments in
the Mass when mercy is sought, even if not mentioned explicitly by name. For example, the silent prayer
of the deacon or priest who has just read the Gospel is clearly reliant on God’s mercy: “Through the
words of the Gospel, may our sins be wiped away” (Order of Mass, no. 16). Whether or not the very
word is used, God’s mercy is truly never far from the many liturgical elements of the Mass.
Penitential Act
“Have mercy on us, O Lord. / For we have sinned against you.
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. / And grant us your salvation” (Form B, no. 5).
“[invocation], Lord, have mercy. / Lord, have mercy.
[invocation], Christ, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy.
[invocation], Lord, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy” (Form C, no. 6).
“May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life” (Priest’s
concluding prayer, nos. 4-6).
Kyrie eleison
“Lord, have mercy. / Lord, have mercy.

Or

“Kyrie, eleison. / Kyrie, eleison.

[invocation], Christ, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy.
[invocation], Lord, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy” (Form C, no. 6).
“May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life” (Priest’s
concluding prayer, nos. 4-6).
Kyrie eleison
“Lord, have mercy. / Lord, have mercy.
Or
“Kyrie, eleison. / Kyrie, eleison.
Christ, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy.
Christe, eleison. / Christe, eleison.
“Show Us, O Lord, Your Mercy”: Invoking the Mercy of God in the Order of Mass
Lord, have mercy. / Christ, have mercy.”
Kyrie, eleison. / Kyrie, eleison” (no. 7).
Rite for the Blessing and Sprinkling of Water
“Grant, O Lord, in your mercy, that living waters may always spring up for our salvation, and so we may
1|Page
approach you with a pure heart and avoid all danger to body and soul” (Appendix II, no. 2 [second
option]).
“Lord our God, in your mercy be present to your people’s prayers… You also made water the instrument
of your mercy: for through water you freed your people from slavery and quenched their thirst in the
desert…” (no. 2 [third option]).
Gloria in excelsis Deo
“…you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive
our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us” (no. 8).
Eucharistic Prayer I (The Roman Canon)
“To you, therefore, most merciful Father, we make humble prayer and petition through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord…” (no. 84).
“To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners, hope in your abundant mercies, graciously grant some
share and fellowship with your holy Apostles and Martyrs…” (no. 96).
Eucharistic Prayer II
“Remember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection and all
who have died in your mercy: welcome them into the light of your face. Have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, with the blessed
Apostles, and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the ages, we may merit to be co-heirs to
eternal life, and may praise and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ” (no. 105).
Eucharistic Prayer III
“…in your compassion, O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children scattered throughout the
world” (no. 113).
Eucharistic Prayer IV
“For you came in mercy to the aid of all, so that those who seek might find you” (no. 117).
“To all of us, your children, grant, O merciful Father, that we may enter into a heavenly inheritance with
the blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, and with your Apostles and
Saints in your kingdom” (no. 122).
Eucharistic Prayer I for Reconciliation
“For you do not cease to spur us on to possess a more abundant life and, being rich in mercy, you
constantly offer pardon and call on sinners to trust in your forgiveness alone” (Appendix to the Order of
Mass [AOM], Eucharistic Prayer I for Reconciliation, no. 1).
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“For you came in mercy to the aid of all, so that those who seek might find you” (no. 117).
“To all of us, your children, grant, O merciful Father, that we may enter into a heavenly inheritance with

46the blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, and with your Apostles and
Saints in your kingdom” (no. 122).

Eucharistic Prayer I for Reconciliation
“For you do“Show
not cease
spur us
on Mercy”:
to possess
a morethe
abundant
and,inbeing
rich inofmercy,
Us, to
O Lord,
Your
Invoking
Mercy life
of God
the Order
Mass you
constantly offer pardon and call on sinners to trust in your forgiveness alone” (Appendix to the Order of
Mass [AOM], Eucharistic Prayer I for Reconciliation, no. 1).
| P the
age
“…we offer you, who are our faithful and merciful God, this sacrificial Victim who reconciles to2you
human race” (no. 7).
“Help us to work together for the coming of your Kingdom, until the hour when we stand before you,
Saints among the Saints in the halls of heaven, with the blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the blessed
Apostles and all the Saints, and with our deceased brothers and sisters, whom we humbly commend to
your mercy” (no. 7).
Eucharistic Prayer II for Reconciliation
“In a similar way, on that same evening, he took the chalice of blessing in his hands, confessing your
mercy, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying…” (AOM, Eucharistic Prayer II for Reconciliation, no.
5).
Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs
“Therefore, Father most merciful, we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit to sanctify these gifts of
bread and wine, that they may become for us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ” (AOM,
Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs, no. 3 [I-IV]).
Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs (IV)
“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father
of mercies and faithful God” (AOM, Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs IV, no. 1).
Embolism after the Lord’s Prayer
“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your
mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ” (no. 125).
Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace”
(no. 130).
Priest’s Prayer before Communion
“May the receiving of your Body and Blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to condemnation, but
through your loving mercy be for me protection in mind and body and a healing remedy” (no. 131
[second option]).

FROM:
USCCB. Newsletter of the Committee on Divine Worship. Volume LI (April-May 2015): 18-20.
3|Page
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MOVIES AND MERCY

What movies could be inspiring for students?
The Diocese of Davenport has put out a leaflet that identifies movies that could be
suitable to help explore the theme of mercy in this year of mercy. In discussing the
movie the following questions can help:
Where was mercy experienced? By whom?
Who was merciful? Why?
What would justice have required, and how is mercy different?
How did the movie help make mercy more concrete for you?
What questions did it raise for you?
Did the movie challenge you to practice mercy /
be more merciful? In what way?
The following is a sample from the resource. The entire resource can be found at:
http://goo.gl/uIMNSR Or by clicking on the image below.
Les Miserables (PG-13 / A-II [1998] / A-III [2012])
IMDb (1998): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0119683/?ref_=nv_sr_2
USCCB (1998): http://archive.usccb.org/movies/l/
lesmiserables1998.shtml
IMDb (2012): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1707386/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB (2012): http://www.catholicnews.com/services/
englishnews/2012/les-miserables.cfm
Luther (PG-13 / A-III)
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0309820/?ref_=nv_sr_3
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/l/luther.shtml

One Possible Ap

Groups should de
weeks, or even on
below are one wa

Here is one possi
meetings:

Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom (PG-13 / A-II)
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2304771/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/m/mandela1997.shtml

1.

Mansfield Park (PG-13 / A-III)
IMDb (1999): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0178737/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/m/mansfieldpark1999.shtml

3.
4.
5.

2.

The Mission (PG / A-III)
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0091530/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/m/missionthe1986.shtml
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Oliver Twist (PG-13 / A-II)
IMDb (2005): http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0380599/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/o/olivertwist.shtml
Pay it Forward (PG-13 / A-III)
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0223897/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/p/payitforward.shtml
Philomena (PG-13 / L)
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2431286/?ref_=nv_sr_1
USCCB: http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2013/
philomena.cfm
Priest (1994; R / A-IV[L])
IMDb: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0110889/?ref_=fn_al_tt_2
USCCB: http://archive.usccb.org/movies/p/priest1995.shtml
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vessels of mercy

a prayer for the Year of Mercy

God of Mercy,
As you have forgiven us
So you send us forth
To bear your message of mercy to all.
Give us willing feet and gentle hands.
Bless us with listening ears and searching eyes.
Endow us with understanding minds.
Ordain us with compassionate hearts.
In our acts and in our words
Make us vessels of your mercy
To reach out to the broken
On behalf of the father who wipes away our debts
As lovingly as he wipes away our tears
And calls his children home.
Help us lift your people in body and spirit.
And so make every year a year of mercy.

amen

This is the first page of a comprehensive resource that identifies an image of
mercy to each of the Sunday Gospels for the Year of Mercy.
Click on the picture to go to the full source
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Preaching Resources
CRS HOMILY RESOURCES FOR SELECT SUNDAYS AND
FEASTS IN THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY
by Fr. Ron Chochol

INTRODUCTION

The following resources draw on images and insights found in Misericordiae
Vultus, the Bull of Indiction of Pope Francis for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, and
on the mission and work of Catholic Relief Services. They are designed to assist
the preacher in relating the Scriptures for the days selected to our individual
and community practices of mercy during the Jubilee Year. Each reflection has
a brief summary of the Gospel for that day (from Year C), an image of mercy,
an illustration from the mission and work of CRS, and examples of one or more
practices from the traditional list of corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
NOTE: Quotes from the Bull of Indiction are referenced by its initials—MV—and section
number and paragraph; e.g., MV #24–2. For further information about the Jubilee Year,
consult Jubilee of Mercy, the website sponsored by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion
of the New Evangelization. Preachers may also want to draw a congregation’s attention to
the numerous references to God’s mercy found in the Eucharistic Prayers, especially the four
for Various Needs and Occasions.

DECEMBER 8, 2015
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

On the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, Pope
Francis will open the Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St. Peter to inaugurate
the Jubilee Year. Opening the door not only lets us enter the basilica, but also,
more importantly, lets the people of God, touched by the mercy of God in the
Word and the bread of life that sustain us, go forth into the world to take up
the work entrusted to us, the pilgrimage of mercy to all God’s children locally
and globally. The open doors invite us to move out of our comfort zone, the
narrow ways we have become accustomed to. The Gospel for the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception expresses the mercy of God for all people in
Mary’s being called by God to bear a son to be named Jesus, or “God saves,”
who will be recognized as Son of the Most High. For mercifully, nothing is
impossible for God. In MV #24, Pope Francis refers to Mary as the Mother of
_______________________________________________________________
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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER INSERTS
These parish Bulletin Notes, also from the Liturgy Commission may be useful for school newsletters.
Year of Mercy – Called by Pope Francis
‘I have decided to announce an Extraordinary
Jubilee which has at its centre the mercy of
God. It will be a Holy Year of Mercy. We want
to live in the light of the word of the Lord: “Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (cf.
Lk 6:36). So announced Pope Francis, the
Bishop of Rome and he decreed the Holy
Year to be from the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, December 8, 2015 to the Feast
of Christ the King, Sunday 20 November 2016.
In his document proclaiming the Holy Year,
The Face of Mercy, Francis writes of Mercy
being a value that is disappearing. We live
in an era where people are fixated on justice
and forget mercy. “In this Jubilee Year, let us
allow God to surprise us. He never tires of
casting open the doors of his heart and of repeating that he loves us and wants to share
his love with us. The Church feels the urgent
need to proclaim God’s mercy. Her life is authentic and credible only when she becomes
a convincing herald of mercy. She knows that
her primary task, especially at a moment full
of great hopes and signs of contradiction, is
to introduce everyone to the great mystery
of God’s mercy by contemplating the face of
Christ.”
Year of Mercy – Holy Door
Traditionally during a Holy Year pilgrims go to
Rome and enter through the Holy Door at St
Peter’s Basilica and the other major Roman
basilicas. The Holy Door of St Peter’s has
beautiful sculptured bronze reliefs picturing
our history of salvation. Pope Francis wrote:
“I will have the joy of opening the Holy Door
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On that day, the Holy Door will become
a Door of Mercy through which anyone who
enters will experience the love of God who
consoles, pardons, and instills hope.”
During this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has
asked that throughout the world each Diocese should open a Door of Mercy through
which people may enter. This Door is to be
in the local Cathedral Church or in a shrine
that the local Bishop designates. Each Holy
Door will be a focus for pilgrimage within
New Zealand. This is a wonderful opportunity
for parishes, schools, families, and individual
faithful to set time aside and journey to their
Cathedral

Year of Mercy – Prayer and Action
Throughout the year of mercy there will be a call in
throughout the diocese and parish communities
to pray, to celebrate and to act with mercy. Mercy
is to be the motif of all we say and do; it is how we
are to be! We recall the poignant words of Saint
John XXIII when, opening the Vatican II, he indicated the path to follow: “Now the Bride of Christ
wishes to use the medicine of mercy rather than
taking up arms of severity… The Catholic Church,
as she holds high the torch of Catholic truth at
this Ecumenical Council, wants to show herself
a loving mother to all; patient, kind, moved by
compassion and goodness toward her separated
children”. Blessed Paul VI spoke in a similar vein
at the closing of the Council: “We prefer to point
out how charity has been the principal religious
feature of this Council… the old story of the Good
Samaritan has been the model of the spirituality
of the Council… a wave of affection and admiration
flowed from the Council over the modern world
of humanity.
Year of Mercy – What is a Holy Year?
A Holy Year or Jubilee is called to celebrate the
presence of Christ in the world and to refocus on
the forgiveness of sins, reconciliation between
adversaries, conversion, receiving the Sacraments, and consequently living lives of solidarity,
hope, justice, with commitment to serving God
with joy and in peace with our brothers and sisters.
The origin of the Christian Jubilee goes back to
Bible times. The Law of Moses prescribed a special year for the Jewish people: “You shall hallow
the fiftieth year and proclaim the liberty throughout the land, to all its inhabitants; it shall be a jubilee for you when each of you shall return to his
property and each of you shall return to his family.
This fiftieth year is to be a jubilee year for you: you
will not sow, you will not harvest the un-gathered
corn, you will not gather the untrimmed vine. The
jubilee is to be a holy thing to you; you will eat
what comes from the fields.”(The Book of Leviticus 25, 10-14)
The Church has celebrated Holy Years since
1300AD, when Pope Boniface VIII proclaimed the
first Year of Jubilee. The last Holy Year was in 2000,
when we celebrated the 2000 years since the
birth of Christ and beginning of the Third Christian
Millennium. This Year of Mercy is an extraordinary
year, as it falls outside of the now usual 25 year
cycle, and it opens on the 50th Anniversary of the
closing of the Vatican II Council.
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DOOR OF MERCY
The specific gesture that marks the beginning of the Jubilee Year of Mercy is the opening of
the Holy Door of the Basilica of St Peter’s in Rome. On that day, the Holy Door will become
a Door of Mercy, open to anyone who seeks “the love of a God who consoles, pardons and
instils hope.” (Misericordiae Vultus, The Face of Mercy, MV 3.
Pope Francis chose the 8th of December, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, to open this Door of Mercy. This feast day recalls God’s creative
and tender response to human sin and suffering, through the new hope and possibilities
embodied in Mary.
This date also recalls the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, a
council that ‘breathed new life into the Church’, calling it to be a “living sign of the Father’s
love to the world” (MV 4).
In an extraordinary gesture, Pope Francis has invited local churches all around the world to
open their own Door of Mercy, on the Third Sunday of Advent, Sunday 13 December 2015.
Cathedrals in each diocese of Aotearoa-New Zealand, St Mary’s Church Motuti, and possibly Churches at other sacred sites in our country, will open a particular Door of Mercy. This
Door will serve as a focus for pilgrimage throughout the whole Year of Mercy.
Why open a Holy Door? For centuries, the act of passing through a holy door has been
used as a ritual expression of conversion. Pilgrims and penitents have passed through
such doors, seeking to cross a threshold in their lives; moving from slavery to freedom,
from sin to grace, from darkness to light. Can you hear the echoes of salvation history in
these words?
The thresholds of the door to all our churches mark countless moments of pilgrimage. On
any given day, people pass through the door to make a visit, attend a liturgy, seek help or
simply enter to look around. Many sacramental rituals begin at the door. The door is where
the priest welcomes parents who bring their child for baptism; catechumens to the Rite of
Acceptance and the bride and groom to their wedding liturgy. The door is where the priest
will receive our coffin before the funeral liturgy begins.
The door of the Church finds its ultimate meaning in its association with Christ. Jesus is the
Door to new life. Pope Francis makes this clear: There is only one way that opens wide the
entrance into the life of communion with God: this is Jesus…. To him alone can the words of
the Psalmist be applied in full truth: ‘This is the door of the Lord where the just may enter’
(Ps 118:20)
As we prepare to create Holy Doors in our Cathedrals and other significant places of Mercy
in the history of the Church in Aotearoa New Zealand, let us pause and reflect that every
time we ‘go to Church’ we are making a little pilgrimage and every act of passing through
the door offers a moment of grace and remembrance. Jesus is the Door through which we
enter and are so warmly welcomed in. The challenge is to embody the Mercy we receive
through God’s grace within the Church and take it out to others when we leave.
From the National Liturgy Office. http://goo.gl/jtTy7E
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Open Doors for Mercy
LESSON PLAN
Objective
Students will be able to explain that the Church demonstrates
mercy. Students will be able to describe mercy as the caring for
the needs of people’s minds, hearts, and lives. It means to share
in God’s forgiveness and love.

Printable Activity
Give each child a copy of the printable. Invite children to color the
church and cut on the dotted lines. Have children glue the church
onto a new piece of paper, but do not glue the doors. This way,
the doors can open as a symbol of mercy. Encourage children to
draw a symbol within the church doors (for example the shepherd
of the lost sheep, a heart to symbolize mercy, a forgiving church
community).

Reader’s Theatre: The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Reenact the Parable of the Lost Sheep to teach mercy. Arrange
children into several small groups. Print the script for each child
and assign parts. Ask children to practice their lines. If time allows,
have each group perform their Reader’s Theatre for the class.

www.SadlierWeBelieveBlog.com

•

www.SadlierReligion.com

•

Toll Free 800-221-5175

is a registered trademark of William H. Sadlier, Inc. Copyright ©2015 by William H. Sadlier, Inc. All rights reserved.

Read aloud the Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15: 1–7). Ask
children to retell what happened in the story. (What happened
first? Then? Next? Finally?) Then, work with children to
determine the parable’s lesson: every one counts; it is important
to forgive others; when we are merciful we share in God’s
forgiveness and love. Teach children that the Church opens her
doors to those who feel sorry for the sins they have made, just
like shepherd rejoiced when the lost sheep returned.

May be reproduced for education use (not commercial use)
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Narrator 3: The shepherd shows us what mercy is.

Narrator 1: The shepherd welcomed the lost sheep back home

Shepherd: I’m glad I found you. And I am also glad you asked for forgiveness.

Narrator 2: The shepherd joyfully put the sheep on his shoulders and went home.

Shepherd: Hooray! I forgive you for getting lost. I welcome you home.

Sheep: I’m so sorry I was lost. Will you forgive me? I would like to return home.

Narrator 3: Finally, he found it.

Narrator 1: He searched all day.

Shepherd: (Looking around) Sheep! Sheep! Where are you?

1 of them. He decided to leave his 99 sheep and go looking for the lost one.

Narrator 2: He said to the people: One day a shepherd had 100 sheep. He lost

Narrator 1: One day Jesus told a story. He wanted to teach people about mercy.

(based on Luke 15: 1–7)

Narrator 1
Narrator 2
Narrator 3
Shepherd
Sheep
May be reproduced for education use (not commercial use)
is a registered trademark of William H. Sadlier, Inc. Copyright ©2015 by William H. Sadlier, Inc. All rights reserved.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
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READER’S THEATRE:
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FOLD
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Resources for the

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY

We are constantly adding new items to our YEAR
OF MERCY range. To get the latest options available
please click here to see these on our website.

COMING SOON

!

Medals, Leafle
ts,
Wall plaques
and more...
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Order a Year of Mercy candle for
$20.00 per candle plus postage.
Candles have the year of mercy logo
on one side and part of Pope Francis’
prayer for the Jubilee of Mercy on the
other side (as shown below). Proceeds
from the sale of these candles supports
the education initiatives of the Sisters
of Mercy in Samoa and Tonga.
To place an order
email orders@givinglight.co.nz
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POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by
money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created
things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to
the Samaritan woman:“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his
power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible
face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in
weakness in order that they may feel compassion for
those in ignorance and error: let everyone who
approaches them feel sought after, loved, and
forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us
with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy
may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm,
may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this through the intercession
of Mary, Mother of Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.

